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5 H K — reaped by mankind in: — 
having illuſtrious — of virtus + 2 


and goodneſs ſet before them, are 2 
too evident, and too well underſtood, to leave: 
room for an apology for the oreſent publica- 8 


tion; and if the enſuing ſheets, will not, ß 8 
ſome degree of — intereſt the — 1 2 
vill be in vain to ſtrive at their recommen⸗- C 

ion by a preface; for experience bas in- h 1 

formed us, that theſe kind of introductions, ts 
books of every claſs, are too generally dictated , © 
by the warm partiality of authors, or the ex-+ 7 2 
pectations of the publiſhers. However, as cuſ- br 
tom has made a preface neceſlary, I ſhall, a2 X 


the editor, emplay a page or two upon the na- 


ture and deſign of theſe volumes... £7 . „ 
The gentleman who furniſhed, ſome years 8 1 


ſince, the materials, and who is the hero of eq = 


the ſtory, bein now alive, and in an elevated %. 
ſphere of life, when the importu- * 2 2 5 
nities of many of his noble and bonourable on 23 
friends preſſed him for their publication, that "Tr . 9 
the name of Ramble, ſhould be ſubſtituted for — a 
his on; and that thoſe of his relations ſhould: * 
alſo undergo the ſame alteration. Not chat he $ 
was in the leaſt apprehenſive of having given 
juſt offence to any party; but, as ſome privadtre 
circumſtances are introduced in the courſe af 1 
bis meme, and almoſt all de partic cane. —_ 


7 : . 
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| PR E FA C E 
eld ſtill in being, his delicacy determined him 
3 to put on this diſguiſe; though to many, who 
5 een 7 the tranſactions of the preſent oen- 
T and the characters of moſt eminence a- 
mon _ no key will be neceſlary to recall 
them to mind, or to explain who are intended 
under each fictitious mm This „ en 
moſt material alteration made from his 0 
mul copy, ſave the diviſion into chapters, haps If 
rene uſeful and mne works: of- this 


1 
L234 


2 e erident deſign of che writer, as he has: 
told his readers at the 1 
; was to communicate profit to his fellow ſub- 
ess by example and inſtruction, and to de- 
1 der them from thoſe vices and ill qualities that 
8 12 degrade human nature to the level of the oo | 
1 creation. And I will take upon me to ſay, he 
eee 
"I Humanum e errare, is heeome, — 
NE = maxim of ſuch extent, that it is 
> ufedto fignify, not only that à man is liable to. 
= falings and miſtakes, but that they are almoſt 
8 eſlential to his and ſituation; and that it is 
impoſſible to be ſtrictly juſt and honeſt. But 

ius contrary is demonſtrated, by our hiſtery, 
— a finiſhed 
ap and yet purſue a courſe of vir- 
tue, and ac with becoming prudence; and that 
his adventures may- be-ſuſficiendy- entertaining, 
. they have not been chequered with 
WR 2 repentance; nor have taken their riſe from 
| - the ſtews or the MR the 
* © LS | * cockpit; 3 
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IA r. 
—— or been ſtained with whore 
doms, or rapines upon his fellow: ſubjeQs3 
matters ſo ſeelingly diſplayed in our modern 
perfarmances, that make fo the 


ligion, finds himſelf offended at ſearching too 
deeply into the motions of his ſoul; he wald 
do well to examine, upon what ſtructure his 


enthuſiaſm is founded, before he breaks Out in- * 


to rage and ropronch; and to endeavour at refw« 


introduced, .. 


this 

yy: as an original in the bio 
pi 7 © wig eee eee 
wa \ WA 4 I & | the 


tation, rather than idle clamour cum. 
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che engagi eee eee hiſto- 
de frict and honeſt aim of truth. oo G4 
I The riſing generation, will reap more pro- 
| kit-from thiszpiece;than from many others, and 
I don't doubt, when their parents, or tutors, 
ave peruſed it, that it will become a favourite 


ſlior their recommendation. Every thing that 


XN | can raiſe and dignify 


human nature, is ſet ami- 
ably before them, and, on the contrary, what 
dabaſes and depreſſes it have received the ſe- 
vereſt animadverſions; and, when true polite- 
Heis and honour ſhall be well underſtood, the 
. example of Mr Namle, and his noble friend, 

may inſpire the youthful mind, with a generous 
| emulation of Their diſintereſted virtue, their 


tain deluded people, who 


fidelity. | 
U E 
hereby be anſwered; that the eyes of cer- 

ape their progenitors 
ia heir oppoſition to the wiſcRt and beſt confli 


ed to their real intereſt, by the calamities they 


__— have brought upon themſelves and many of 


the moſt deſerving — in theſe —— 
by this diſplay ſtrange abſurdi 
| thoſe tenets, which they have fo long er Red 
in to their own deſtruction. 

dns the ſtile and manner of theſe memoir, 
1 is leſt to his on judgment, ſince 
any thing in praiſe of them, will be ſuſpected. 
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in Tub my Adventurer— e 2 
| arent. of Parſon Goodman 
Happineſs of my younger Tear. Ne on 
my Eagerneſs to quit 11. 5 


HE motives that have occaſioned this 
publication of myAdventures,are more 
than it is ee 

| my readers; but the two principal are, 
the real ſervice the recital may prove of to my 
fellow-creatures, hy ee af my nu- 
merous inquiri 1 and acquaintances 

whoſe curioſity —— obliges me to ĩ 


Vor. I 


& \ 


.» 


7 


ingreſs more 


of the converſation to eee f 
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2 THE ADVENTURES OF 

ſing or decent. I am fully ſenſible, that neither 
the arrogance of youthful vanity, nor the petu- 

lant fondneſs of ape, for I am yet but in the 

prime of life, has excited me to exhibit my 

ſtrange fortunes to the world; but, now retired 

to a remote corner f the kingdom, happy in a 
rural retreat, which I value too much to ex- 
Change for the tumultuous gratifications of a 
public ſcene of action; bounded in my deſires, 
ank limited as to my ſphere of general uſeful- 
neſs to mankind; I am willing to live over 
ga again, as it were, in this manner, to caution 
others from what has been hurtful to me, 
and to ſtrengthen them in the purſuit of virtue 
and benevolence, by the ſhining inſtances my 


relation will produce; throughout, endeay 3 


ing to prove to my reader, that, let a man's 
ability or talents be ever ſo great, or ever fo re- 
- fined; if his actions are not governed by the ne- 
ver- erring dictates of right reaſon and religion, 
He wanders blindly thro the various and per- 
plexing maze of life, and ſubjects himſelf to ills 
that are ſhockingly torturing to humanity, and 
frequently, in the end, have the moſt dreadfully 
fatal conſequences. He will ſee characters dif- 
played, in the enſuing ſheets, purely borrowed 
ſ from Nature, ſuch as have really exiſted ;. not 
the diſtorted figures, that live only in the brains 
of certain ingenious writers, and as little uſeful in 
conveying example, or inciting imitation, as 
the uncouth productions of a Rabelais, or the 
- rambling fictions of a Mandeville. 
Nor to detain my reader with a longer pre- 


ing 


FAMES RAMBLE, Ei; 4 
ing my name, I am an Engliſhman, and not a 
—— of Scotland, as it ſeems to indicate z and - 
that I was born at the cloſe of the year 1719, in 
a remote county, whoſe borders are layed and 
fertilized by the famous river that ſeparates the 
two kingdoms. My parents held the principal 
rank amongſt the farming inhabitants of three or 
four neighbouring — and, when I was pro- 
duced to light, were neither of them paſt the 

ime of life. They had been wedded, how- 
ever, ſeveral years, without any other pledge 
of a moſt endearing affection; and I was hailed, 
at my entrance into life, as their firſt-born foo, 
and heir apparent of no inconſiderable fortune; 
a fortune indeed not acquired in their then o- 
cupation, but breught with them into thoſe 
parts, about four years before, and laid out in ; 
the purchaſe of farming and huſbandry geer, and 
2 —— track of land, which was, however, of 
leſs extent than what they rented of a noble 
duke, parcel of whoſe eſtates extended for 
many miles round about us. 

A CERTAIN politeneſs of manners, different 
from that of their neighbours, and the total ig- 
norance of what or who they were, or whence 

they originally came, increaſed a reſpect for 
them, throughout the 2 which their ge 
-neral een had laid a foundation for; & 
that the common appellation given to them, 
when they were mentioned by the ruſtic inha- 
bitants, was, the gentle folk at the white houſe, 
for of that complexion was my father's manſion; 
and this neither proceeded from envy nor that 
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4 \ THE ADVENTURES OF 
in low minds, at a view of ſuperior abilities, or 
unſociable ſtrangeneſs ; for parents uſed 
their abilities for the benefit of all their acquaint- 
ance, . and fo timed and modified their retire- 
ments, and their familiarities, as to leave no 
diſagreeable impreſſions upon the minds of thoſe 
they did not chooſe to converſe with. No; it 
was a term of the utmoſt reſpect, and by which 
they modeſtly intimated their veneration and 
eſteem. What alfo contributed to increaſe, 
= - more and more this veneration, was, the cloſe 
|  _- familiarity and friendſhip between my father 
and parſon Goodman, the vicar of the pariſh, 
* who was reckoned a woundy great ſcholar, and 
| | whos, by his eaſineſs in collecting his dues, and 
his humanity in viſiting his flock, and prayi 
by the ſick, and other kind offices, too — 
neglected by many of our modernized incum- 
bents, had gained their affections to a degree 
| bordering almoſt on. adoration. One other 
mtimate my father had, who lived about five 
miles from us, ſquire Chaſe of the holm, a gen- 
tleman of an eſtate of 4 or 500 a year, who 
had likewiſe a wife and one only ſon, and theſe 
three teciprocally viſited each other. My fa- 
ther, beſides his farming buſineſs, bred up great 
numbers of cattle, which every — he carried 
to the ſouthward markets to diſpoſe of; and 
had had an uninterrupted ſucceſs in that 
fo which the knowledge of his faithful ſervant, 
2 Jenkyns, very much contributed. Beſides 
that male domeſtic, our family conſiſted of three 
more, and two maid fervants, who were con- 
tinually employed in the dairy; my mother 
| 8 8 | herſelf, 


95 


FAME $ RAMBLE, Eſt Ss 

| herſelf, with the utmoſt docility, minding the 
internal buſineſs of her houſe. Whenever I 
reflect upon the order, decorum, and good ma- 
nagement, at this ſeat of my nativity, and the 
harmony, peace, ſatisſaction, and plenty, that 
reigned amongſt us, and fat in fmiling traits, on 
every countenance, | regret the loſs of it almoſt 
with tears. Compared to a life of ſuch con- 
tent and innocence as I enjoyed then, in my 
puerile years, what, and how little is all the 
| ſplendor of high life, with the gilded cares, 
well-bred hate, and ſervile grandeur, that are 
the conſtant attendants of it. I can juſtify all 
the rural deſcriptions of our poets, - whoſe fea- 
thered ſongſters join the chorus from every 
leafy buſh and ſpray, whoſe nymphs and ſwains 
breath ſweetneſs, ſoftneſs and love; whoſe 
whiſpering zephyrs fan each cooling ſhade, and 
whoſe murmuring ftreams lull the bliſsful in- 
habitants to downy repoſe; whenever 1 think 
of theſe dear haunts of my youth; nor could I 
help ſometimes fancying my eagerneſs to 
leave theſe regions of happineſs, for the fan- 
cied joys of more elevated life, was puniſhed, in 
all the real forrows, the torturing afflictions, 
I expericnced in it. 
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Lt CHAP. IL | 
Same further particulars of my Father and Me- 


ther Manner of treating me I am put under 
the Documents of Purſon Goodman— further 
Anecdotes of that Gentleman and his Family. 


"F< HE ſituation of the places of our birth, 

the climate and temperature of the air, 
the circumſtances of our parents, their humours 
and diſpoſitions; but more eſpecially their me- 
thod of treating us in our infant years, I am per- 
ſuaded give à bias to our manners and actions, 
_. thro” the whole courſe of our lives. Our minds 
are like blank paper, as a great philoſopher has 

obſerved, and the firſt impreſſions they receive, 
are generally moſt permanent and powerful 
what is commonly and vulgarly called our na- 
tural temper is only what we acquire, after 
our births, from the example and pattern of 
thoſe we have our inſtructions from, and de- 


mild conduct of my parents, and the engaging 
tenderneſs of their behaviour to every body, cer- 
tainly fixed that good humour and complacency 
in my ſoul, that no ſucceeding misfortune hac 
ever the power to efface or diſturb; but then, 

perhaps, it gave me too advantageous ideas of 
mankind, by which I was often duped and de- 
ceived, as will be plainly apparent in the follow- 
ing narrative. 

My father, which my reader will with dif- 
ficulty believe at preſent, under the characters 
of the farmer and the herdſman, concealed 15 

? * > 


| 
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ſine gentleman, the ſcholar, and the man of 

ſenſe; and my mother poſſeſſed all the genteel 

and polite accompliſhments of the moſt wiſely 
educated of her ſex; but, in their preſent capa- 

cities; they took a moſt ſtudious care to ſuit 
their behaviour to the level of their condition, 

and by as few tokens as poſſible, to furniſh their 
neighbours with more hints than were radar | 

of their having ſeen other days, of having exilt- 0 
ed in a higher ſtation. This behaviour I had 

many opportunities of obſerving, when I became 

able to reflect upon what paſſed before my eyes; 

for, tho? a ruſtic plainneſs appeared in my parents 

words and actions, in public; yet, when retired | 
to theit on apartment, and freed from the in- J 
ſpection of thoſe about them, they practiſed all ; 
thoſe little decorums of good-breeding and gen- 

tility, that diſtinguiſh perſons of politeneſs and 

* from the herd of common people. 

My reader will ſcarce wonder, that, un- 
der the care of ſuch a mother, I went thro? the 
firſt years of my life with improvement; 
her cuſtom was, to read me ſelect ſtories 
from the beſt authors and poets, by which ſhe 
fired my inclinatiun to become maſter of ſo 
pleaſing an entertainment myſelf ; fo that, by 
the time I arrived to five years of age, I read 
with a grace that pleaſed her, and even entered 
into the ſpirit of what I read; and, at ſeven 
years of age, when I was removed from her 
immediate care, I wrote a tolerable hand, and 
| was looked upon, not only by my parents, butby 
| ne Goodman himſelf, as a-miracle of puerile 
intelligence. e ee 151 8 SOREN 
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Aux this time I was ſcarce an hour from un- 
der my father or mother's eye, was ſuffered in 
no familiarities with the ſervants, which 
- uſed, I remember, to caution me againſt, 
they took care I ſhould behave. in a decent and 
_ modeſt manner to them; had imbibed their, 
maimers and behaviour, and wore a certain po- 
liſh about me, to which the children of the vi- 
2 — ſtrangers; fo that ſqui 
ed I behaved as if I had 
brought upat a e waty in the 
5 The ſatisfaction of my parents 
| encreaſed every day I lived, and they uſed 
2 ae eee that 
were bleſſed in ſuch a child, and that I even 


teſt part 


Wazn near eight years old, Mr Goodman 
propoſed to the ſquire, ” whoſe fon was two or 
three years older than myſelf, and my father, 
du undertake to teach us the Latin tongue; for 

which purpoſe heinſiſted, that we ſhould be placed 
under hiacare, and at his houſe. A propoſal of this 
nature appeared too advantageous to be 
and, accordingly, young Harry Chaſe myſelf 
were conſigned to the tuition of the reverend 
old gentleman, and, after takin 8 5 
rents, whom we were only t once a- month, 
ſet out for the parſonage- a hrs which was about 
three — 2 and two from the ſquire's. 
The houſe, or rather barn, was contiguous to 
the church, and had deen its companion ſo 
many years, that at props and holdfaſts 
were become neceſſary to ſecure it from fallin 
| pal the heads of i its — inhabitants. Th 
A A : 2 
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ſtructure was of wood and plaiſter; tho' ſtone, 
of the ſame kind the church was built of, was 
plentiful enough thereabouts ; and the ſmall con- 


tracted windows caſt only a dim religious light 


upon the poor family within : it contained 


four apartments ; the uppermoſt of which had 
_ untenantable for many months, occaſion- 


by the deficiencies in the ſlating, which ad 
mitted whole deluges of rain upon 


and where he alſo ſtudied ; in the kicchen 
Mrs Deborah, his daughter, and his old 
maid, Rachel; and the uppermoſt apartment 
was allotted for the bed-chamber of my new 
comrade and myſelf. The good man had a 
ſpot of ground at ſome diſtance, which ſerved his 
table with roots, and herbs for the pot, of which 
he was a great, admirer, and, near that, was 
wattled up a kind of ſtable for his horſe, Old 
Pyeball, who was almoſt of his maſter's age; 


their ſalubrious ſtreams. The church was a 
{mall Gothic pile of ſtones, that ſeemed to have 
fallen into their preſent ſituation by accident, ra · 
ther than to have been placed there by line and 


rule; and the ſteeple had receded ſo much from 
its upright, that it gave evident ſigns of ſoon 


cruſbing the wooden memorials of the 


pariſhioners, which beſtrewed the church- yard, 


with their Hic jacets, in no inconſiderable num: 


der. It had no glazed lights, but, acroſs the 


Es" which rather —— 


B 5 ſeve- 


any incle- 
meney of the ſæy. The principal of the other 
three was that wherein Mr Goodman himſelf re- 


and a ftall for two or three cows, which were 
his ſtock of cattle, and had long ſupplied 
him with all the dainties that are formed from 


4 
iÞ 
*£ 
* * 


 _ youringja' 


10 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſeveral mouldering iron-bars were crumbling to 
duſt, and diſplaying the effects of Time's de- 
ws. One ſolitary bell had ſerved fortime 
immemorial, with ſolemn rear, to call the inha- 
bitants of the neighbouring hills and vales to de- 
votion, and to pats their ſouls to the other World, 
according to the ſeemly and ſage cuſtom of our 
forefathers; but, ſince the ſteeple had forſaken its 
erect ſituation, the bell had been taken from 
© thence, and being whelm'd, with its ſonorous 
mouth upwards, ſerved the parſon's horſe 
for a water-trough. The doctor was ſome- 
what of a piece with his- church, and began 
toſhew, in his viſage, the marks of decay; 
but the decay of his veſtments, his coat, 
and caſſock, were ſtill more viſible, both being 
antient, and of conſequence tattered and ruſty ; 
yet this was more his fault than his misfor- 
tune, for tho' he did not abound with ſuper- 
fluities, he wanted none of the neceſſaries of life; 
but he had ſuch an unaccountable fondneſs for 
old things, that he ſcarce ever left his cloaths off, 
| but ſuffered them to drop piecemeal from his 
back. It was the ſame thing in his houſhold and 
his horſe; he could not bear the thoughts of 

torturing his with repairs, and, tho my 
father had offered him a —— able horſe, he 
was reſolved to ſtick by Old Pyeball as 3 as 
he eould waddle, tho* almoſt every 
made upon him, he got ſome unlucky. fal Aer 
other, through his weakneſs and want of fight. 
He was now about his grand climacteric, and 
had been vicar of our pariſh near thirty years, 
being preſented thereto by Squire Chaſe's father, 
wich 9 * had been n chum at th univerſi. 
e 
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He was really a very learned man, if a thorough 
knowledge of the Jead languages, without much 
converſation with arts or ſciences, . be ſo 
termed: indeed he had lived, as it were, out of 
the world ſo long, that he knew little of man- | 
kind, or 8 S_ and 2 If in- 
nocent him t every body | 
His failings: were but len? amongſt A N 


the principal ma 


ſuperſtition, pon enthuſiaſm; 5 
and too much credulity, which — bis 


e of a thing to the bottom, by which 
gment was often erroneous, and 
ſeldom to —— regarded. His whole income did 
not amount to more than 40l. per annum,. with 
which, however, he made both ends meet, and 
never, that ever Iheard, was in debt to any of 
his flock. His wife had been dead near twenty 
„by her, he had his only daughter, 
now in her 28th year; who, as to her 
- perſon, was a mere dowdy; and her father had 
taken care to inſtil ſo much Greek and Latin into 
her, that; tho' a perfect Dacier in criticiſm, | ſhe 
hardly knew how to make a pudding: ſhe un- 
derſtood the beſt comments upon Horace's Sim- 
plex munditiis,” but could not iron her. head- 
clothes, and was more, acquainted, with the 
ſhield & of: Achilles, — her father's pot- 
lids. She had been inſpired, by her ſage inſtruc- 
tor, with high notions of the importance and 
dignity of his character; and, tho' at her years, 
one would have thought ſhe ſhould have been 
excuſed from correction, yet ſhe oſten patiently 
ſubmitted to ſuch — diſcipline, as her 


pre thought: it rr ©.juflicts Olds” 


| be. id ie de too much 


3 "tens," 


" * 


n THE ADVENTURES OF 
"eel bad lived with her cry ns e 
kepthouſe, and was an original, as 
— and Nature had fcarce given 
her a caſe of fleſh ſufficient to prevent the extre- 
ities of her bones from penetrating thro' the 
Hide, of a dandy grey ruſfet, that was {till more 
and more dark complexioned, for want of ne · 
8 — — 2 If het young miſtreſs 
ot to Vi and Lucan, ſhe was as 
ed with axter, and Owen, and Fla- 
wa, Tag had King Charles's Maxams, Fales's 
„and Wile's Chriſtian court of armor, | 
at her ends, and would as 
a ſtama of Sternhold and Hopkins, as ſnhe would 
cite a text of ſcripture ; and of her attachment 
to that pair of -pſatmiſts, or rather to theit ver- 
ſion, a very met᷑ry ſtory was oſten told by my 
Hither, It ſeems, after a great deal — 
Non, he had prevailed upon Mr Goodman to re- 
tail out Tate and Brady, 'inftead of Sternhold 
und Hopkins. At firſt, the louts, who general- 
I bore che burthen of gt. at church, 
und for that purpoſe were ſepatated into a loft, 
|  from'thenve called te" argc any ing loft, ſtared and 
and — — — as if ſome 
| nge light was preſented before them; but, 
Aer conſiderable: deal of pains taken with 
1 — 
7 pleaſed ; ut y rom 
Ihe dy "of their introduction, for ſeveral 
weeks; made ſome excuſe or other not to go 
| to church, where before the was 
unt; aud, when her maſter afked her the rea - 
-fon'sf der omiſſiom, ſhe only anſwered, with 


pe "Making her headyin melachaly nee whil 


0 
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grieved 


which he had lately ſhewn, by in 
fitions, and add 


2 again, 
ther than, as he ſaid, the 
alt of Wem ſhould be — nor pro» 
— THF wp 1 


En AF. M N 
— rry Chaſe, and his Diſpoſition-=— 
In Method of InfiruBion, and our Dut-— @ | 
* terrible Duarrel between Mr and 
r Deborah— they are reconciled by Mrs 
Fache es frighted, and "yr | 
'— Family elormed ge Lebt r. 


reliſhed their beauties, and became maſters of 
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let Mrs Deborah and Rachel know, that he was 


not to be checked or affronted witir impunity. 


Mr Goodman ſhewed, in his manner of treating 
us, no difference; ' or, if any preference was gt- 


ven, it was to me, in encouragement of my mild 
and paſſive temper, which ſeldom afforded oc- 
caſion for any harſhneſs. Our maſter never 


burthened us with long repetitions of what we 
Tearnt, but took care we ſnould thoroughly un- 
derſtand any paſſage, before we quitted it for 
Mother Wetter he had taken the pains to draw 
up a ſyſtem of grammar, cleared from the old 

dog trot methods, for the uſe of his daughter; 


which ſyſtem he gave us to learn, and I can 
fairly ſay, we both repaid his care with conſide 
rable improvement, and, in two years time, were 


equally capable of reading Ovid and Virgil, with 


Aan intelligent ſatisfaction. Our fathers, at the 


parſon's deſire, had procured us the beſt tranſla- 
tions of thoſe authors, ſo that we were nat con- 
tent with the bare conſtruction of them, but ſoon 


their genius and ſpirit, to ſuch a degree, that 


Mr Goodman pronounced us prodigies of ourage 


and ſtanding, and our fame was diffuſed far and 
near. Harry, who could brook no equal, was 


_ continually. ſpurred up to excel; and I, with 
an heroic firmneſs, reſolved not to be outdone ; 


but when Horace was put into our hands, I be- 
gan to point out his beauties, even before my 
companion could conſtrue him; he was an 


_ engaging author for me, and exactly ſuited my 
temper ; dut his eaſe, his ſoftneſs, and the gesi- 
| trelfalkes of his wit, by no means ſuited Hartyts 


boiſterous 
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boiſterous ſpirit: upon which account, our ma- 
ſter ſet him te read Cæſars Commentaries, 
which he undertook with pleaſure, as he was 
told it was a very difficult author. Our fathers 
frequently came over to ſee us; and, once a 
month, as it was , we went to ſee them, 
and ſtaid two or three days; and, 72 : 
whole time of our ods with him, er's 
houſe was crowded with preſents, bes both fa- 
milies ; ſo that, in general, we lived exceedingly 
well; but ſometimes Mr Goodman would re- 
commend pulſe, of various ſorts, to the table, 
and adviſed, as much as poſſible, that, and the | 
milk-diet, to which he gave the greateſt enco- 
miums, and was ready to prove, by various ex. 
amples, that this ſpare food had made all the 
great men that ever exiſted, and that no diſeaſes 
were known to the world before it was conta- 
minated by the uſe of fleſh-meat, and the kick- 
ſhaws and ragouts that the corruption of taſte and 
manners had introduced. Too much repletion, 
he would harangue, is the cauſe of moſt of the 
diſtempers that are incident to the human body”: - 
we overload Nature too much, and abuſe her 
bleflings by-uſing them with a wantonneſs ſhe 
never intended. No, my boys, do as 1 do; 
faſt a day or two every week; chew the 
cud of underſtanding, clear from the fumes of 
— eſtion, and let not that vile ſtorehouſe, 
y, defije, with its nauſeous ſteams, the 
ane the rain: remember you eat to live, 
and that you don't live to eat; which latter is 
too much the maxim of the luxurious part of the 
creation. Too much concern to provide -> 
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the appetite, will make you uſeleſs to your - 
ſelves, acer ee — nor 
thegolden age en the happy race of mortals 
were content with what Nature ſpontaneouſſy 
produced; when dates and acorns were a plea- 
Gag regale; and when the loaded, unpruned 
branches ſupplied the ready hand wich the i- 
 pened bluſhing fruit. de cou — cob- 
bed the'bleating flock of life; nodeadly butcher, 
with — hand, ſlaughtered the lowing . 
Kine that laboured for the benefit of man. Then 
health and vigour dwelt in every vein, and 
friendſhip, mutual friendſhip, filled the earth, 
a po, and all was love! : 
-HowEvER falutary our maſter's precepts 
might be, ad his family had any great 
inclination to follow them; and, therefore, up- 
on theſe days of mortification, honeſt Rachel, 
who had a liquoriſh tooth of her own, uſed to 
collect a proper 


enjoyments, Was 
as He could be without being over· 


. 9 | | 
tion. Rachel, e Rachel, uſed — "al 
5 — it could —— 
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and db deen prowling from place to place in 
ſearch of bones and mice, who, in great plenty, 
iſſued from ev v7 crevice when, the family re- 
tired to reſt. Thus, without any accident, or 
diſturbance, we continued with the good par- 
ſon for four years, nor, in all that time, had 
one quarrel happened in the family; when, at 
length, the Demon of diſcord intruded himſelf 
amongſt us, and firſt exerciſed his cruelty upon 
our maſter and his daughter. Poor Mrs Debo- 
rah had been bred in ſuch a manner, that ſhe 
was no acceptable match for any of the neig 
bouring fatmets, or their ſons, who wanted 
ring Wives capable of enduring hol 
dru ;- and tho Mrs Deborah aſſected to 
deſpiſe ach brutes, yet the had ſo much natural 
inchaation to an huſband, that one Will Clod- 
pole, a man of ſome ſubſtance, had paid his ad- 
dreſſes to her; but when the affair was coming 
to an iflue, and parties mutually agreed, a com- 
panion of his happened unluckily to ſay, that he 
would not have ſuch a wife for the world, for 
ſhe could latin it ſo, that, if her huſband were 
n pon the devil's 
ying away with him, whom, to be ſure, ſhe 
had art to raiſe whenever ſhe thought proper, by 
dint of her ſtrange lingo. This ſurmiſe frigh+ 
tened Clodpole ſo much, that he broke off the 
match, to miſs's great diſſatistaction; tho” to 
the pleaſure of her father, who — 
de thought of loſing the prop of his age, and 
having her caught away from him by the ma- 
trimonial net. Since this ſhocking event, no 
new {ſuitor had offered, till a n. 5 
Bris 
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briſk and lively lad, who uſed to bring my 
- comrade's linen, took her fancy, and addreſſed 
her with all the ſoftneſs he was capable of. 
The amour was carried on for ſome time with 
wonderful ſecrecy; butit happened-one day, as 
the parſon was muſingly walking  thro* the 
church-yard, when it was expected he was in 
his ſtudy; he overheard Tome body talking in 
the church porch, and 'making towards it, 
perceived, to his great ſurprize, a pair of braw- 
arms encircling his ' daughter's © waiſt, 
and heard enough to convince him he was in a 
fair way of becoming a fathet-indiaw to a ſer- 
vant of his patron. The unexpected view put 
him paſt all patience ; in an inſtant his coun- 
tenance was changed to a fiery red, and his 
whole frame was cenvulſed with the tremulous 
ſtarts of paſſion and reſentment ; | 


Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis acer, N 


be ſeized his daughter by the arm and 
dragged her from her ſeat, whilſt her 
paramour heroicallß made bis eſeape, and 
by main force brought her into the kitchen, 
where we then were with Rachel, all three bein 

transformed almoſt into ſtatues at the unuſi 

ſight. Poor Deborah like a trembling hare, 
within the jaws of the fierce and rapacious 
| hound, gave two or three plaintive cries, and 
fell in a ſwoon upon the floor, from whence 
ſhe no ſooner recovered, than her father, whoſe 
paſſion was not yet-abated, ordered her attend- 
ance in his chamber: She followed with flow 
and unwilling ſteps, and, when ſhe had got there, 
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the lock was turned upon her, and ſoon after ſeve- 
ral repeated blows of a cane, were heard and at in- 
tervals the following expreſſions, wretched girl 
to ſerveme ſo—what will betide thee. Doſt thou 
know wretch, that in my perſon,—in abu 
me,—you abuſe and ill treat God's Ambaſſador: 
What canſt expect but ruin with ſuch a fellow 
ah! to deſert the beſt of father Credula res 
Amor ejt—oh ! I fear me thou art lewd—that 
thou art ruined ! —Mrs Rachel had by this time 
come to herſelf, and going up ſtairs knocked at 
the door, and with ſome difficulty, was admitted, 
and immediately cryed out well a day ! well a 
day |. out upon it—what are ye betwatled— 
pize upon it, what has happened ? dear maſter 
tell me, what has Debey done ?—ah ! that 1 
ſhould live to ſee this day lack a day * have 
almoſt murdered her poor child — well, well 
ſome evil ſpirit has been abroad I think we are 
all mad. Thus the old crone run on, and whe- 
ther the parſon was tired, or this interruption 
had given him time for recollection, I cannot de- 
termine, but God's Envoy grew cool—Mitſs 
made ſome trifling excuſe, and a great many 
proteſtations of never offending again; Rachel 
put'in a word or two to ſoften the matter, and 
a few hours reſtored our family to its uſual tran- 
quillity. To me a ſcene of ſuch diſturbance was a 
conſiderable pain; but I could perceive Harry 
was quite tranſported at the confuſion and 
miſchief, and laughed - and twittered without 
bounds, to hear the parſon in ſuch a fit of caſti- 
gation; for which, when I found fault with him, 
he cryed poh ! hang the queer creatures, is it 
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poſfible for any body to help laughing at their 
odd humours. This ſpeech gave me a high diſ- 
reliſh to my comrade, as I thought it betokened 
a temper deſtitute of good nature, and inclined 
to rejoice at the pains of others. | 
- SCARCEa month paſt after this ugly occurrence 
which my maſter and his daughter had hardly 
recovered ; when a freſh ogcalion of diſquiet, 
but from another cauſe, preſented itſelf, and 
forced Mr Goodman to rouſe up all the courage 
he was maſter of to encoupter. For ſeveral 
days and nights, a very uncommon noiſe 
had been heard at the tup of our houſe, 
and ſometimes it ſeemed to proceed from the 
ſteeple; now and then it would ceaſe all on a 
Judden, and in a few hours afterwards be repeat- 
ed with augmented violence. Nothing had been 
ſeen, after the moſt accurate obſervations from be- 
low, and Mr Goodman declared, with a very 
* ſolemn face, that he ſuſpected it to be the ſpirit 
of one John Dawſon, the ſervant of a former in- 
cumbent, who, as the ſtory went, going up to 
rectify ſomewhat in the bellfry, fell from the 
top of the ſtairs to the bottom, and broke his 
neck, or daſhed his brains out; and that it was 
either permitted to warn him of ſome danger, 
or was uneaſy in the grave, on account of a ſe- 
cret or an hoard of money it had to diſcover. 
This continued ſo long that prayers were repeat- 
. ed, oſtener than uſual, in our family, to avert 
the terrible conſequences that might enſue, and 
my young miſtreſs and Rachel, being ſcared out 
of their wits, would ſcarce ever ftir out alone 
-alter dark; and here it muſt be noted that ours 
2. Was 


\ 
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was quite a lone houſe, that ſquire Chaſe's was the 
neareſt to it, and that, as before obſerv d was 
two miles diſtant. As to my part, young as 1 
was, my parents had bred me up in fuch a man- 
ner, I could not help laughing at the terror they 
were in, and Harry, was ſo full of plee that I 
degan to ſuſpect that he knew more of the noiſe 
than he was willing to own. "Thus, however, 
matters were ſituated when, one night, Rachel 
ſtepping out to take ſome linnen off the quickſet, 
was heard to ſcream, in a dreadful manner, and 
preſently, bouncing into the houſe, flung herſelf 
into a chair and fainted. She was ſoon brought 
to herſelf, but her eyes ſtrangely pawns, oo 
features were diſtorted, her whole body quiver- 
ing and trembling, and a cold ſweat bedewed her 
face; and, in a hollow tone, ſhe frequently re- 
peated—oh ! the devil the devil help me— 
E me— | 

OODMAN, and his daughter trembled like 
aſpin leaves, and, after abundance of bleſs mees? 
and deliver mees! Good God! and the like,waited 
impatiently for the diſmay'd houſekeeper's dire- 
ful and tremendous tale, which amounted to this; 
that, caſting her eyes towards the top of the ſtee- 
ple, ſhe —ͤ— a great monſter, with horns 
erected as high as the houſe, and two fiery eyes 
like burning coals; that it was all in white, 
and flames of fire ſeemed to iſſue from its noſ- 
trils; that juſt as ſhe was entring the door, it 
was going to deſcend, ſhe thought, and follow 
her into the houſe to devour her. This circums 
ſtance, of its appearing in white quite difcon- 

certed my maſter, he firmly believed the — | 
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vil was black, and did not think he could aſſume 

the guiſe of an angel of light; he was then con- 

vinced that it was ſome departed wretch, 
who had iſſued from his  infernal manſion, 
and was come to ſcatter plagues and deſtruc- 
tion far and wide : he recurred to fervent prayer, 
in which we were all obliged to join, and the 
whole night was ſpent in ejaculations of devoti- 
on, in tears, in beſeeching cries, in watching and 


- trembling and longing for the approach of day, 


to diſpel the gloomy miſts that ſurrounded us. 


ed N P. 1. 

The 1 calls in Aſſiſtance— they determine to 
lay the Spirit. — ceremonies Preparative there- 
- to— our Proceſſion— the Apparition deſcends- 
- and cauſes great hauck. the 
As 5 ſoon as morning dawned, the parſon, full 
| of diſquiet at the melancholy ſituation of 
his family, beſtriding old Pyeball, jogged a 
over a neighbouring moor to conſult with Mr 


Glanville the rector of the next pariſh, on the 
methods to be taken to rid his church and houſe” 


from the ſpectre that he was convinced had ta- 


ken poſeſſion of it. This clergyman, who had 
alſo ſpent moſt of his days among his preſent 
pariſhioners, and had little time or opportunity 
to improve his knowledge or enlarge his con- 
ceptions,by books or converſation, and who even 
knew little of the learned languages, was if poſ- 
ſible, a more ſtrenuous aſſertor than our L 
of the exiſtence of ſpirits and apparitions, and 
therefore he had no ſooner heard his a 
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tale, then he aſſumed an air of the utmoſ gravity; 


wondered he had not conjured the appearance, 


in the name of the Holy Trinity, te declare the 
cauſe of its reviſiting theſe earthly manſions, and 
propoſed immediately to put ſuch conjuration in 
practice, and if then it ſhould give no reſponſe, 
to lay it for ever in the Red-ſea; for which 
purpoſe it was agreed, that Glanville ſhould 
come aver to Goodman's, the next day, in order 
to aſſiſt at the ceremony, and meantime 

were both to ſearch precedents for a form of con- 
juration to be uſed upon the important occaſion. 
Griefs communicated loſe part of their force, 
and our maſter returnꝰd with a countenance 
which ſhewed much leſs perturbation of. ſpirit 


than when he went out and, before he entered 


from that ſtation of his diabolical pranks and va- 


and maid of the iſſue of his conſultation, they 
| ſent forth cries of joy, and, even ſo long before 


) 


the houſe, caſt a menacing look towards the top 
of the ſteeple, and, with an expreflive nod, 
ſeemed to indicate to the ſpectre his ſpeedy rout 


garies. When be had informed his daughter 


the operation, could venture to ſtir fingly 
out of doors. As to Harry and myſelf, who 
were equally incredulous, we waited with great 
expectation the event of the ridiculous 
affair, and longed to behold the ceremony 
of the enſuing day. My incredulity 
was, as I before obſerved, grounded upon 


- thoſe inſtructions I had received from my pa- 


rents, who had taken care to expoſe the idle 
notions of the common people, in relation to 
ſuch matters, and this they thought the uy | 
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2 and witches to tempt, to 
faſcinate and to puniſh every one that fell in 
their way. They proved to me the abſurdity of 
_ dreaming fancies ; that the belief of them 
ry to the honour of God, and a 
— their power argued the higheſt diſtruſt 

of his good providence; ſo that, tho' all about 
us were witchmongers, I was too-much guarded 
the infeRtian to have the leaſt belief in, 
or dread of ſuch chimeras, and my comrade ap- 
3 n y of my mind, for, young as 
; were, we often conferred with ſome degree of 

| penetration upon the folly of many of our maſ- 
ter's actions, and the drole humours of his family; 
yet we never offered — 3 on a laughing coun- 
tenance at any faid or did, and this 
reſpect, in hop 4 was built upon the affection I 
contute8for him, and in Harry, for fear of 
offending, in which caſe he was ſenſi le the good 
man would not only correct him, but complain 
to his father of the ungrateful — 
by his -» day all his pains and aſſiduities to 


Tux whole night, preceeding the expected 
ceremony was ſpent in prayer, and in conſulting 


the antient Alchymiſts, of whom my maſter 
was extr fond, for 'the moſt efficacious 
preſervatives enchantments, ſorceries and 


| ſpells, and he lamentedthe want of many things, 


48 elect, mineral. Fume of Solomon. new 
2 birch 


FUMES RAMBLE, EM 25 


birch &c. which are gravely preſcribed by them, 


for that purpoſe. He read a deal of their jargon 


aloud, which raiſed the admiration of us, his au- 


ditors, and when he had finiſhed, he made a 


proceſſion from the top of the houſe to the bot- 


tom, repeating verydehberatelythe Lord's prayer, 
and the apoſtles creed; during which it happened, 
that the phantom made more than uſual diſtur- 
' bance aloft, as ſcratching, jumping and tearing 
about, ſeemingly from place to place, which 
engaged the old man to repeat ſtill faſter and 
faſter, crying, every now and then, ah! we 


have him now ! I knew this would diſturb him! 
the Lord's name is mighty, and dreaded by the 


devil and all his helliſh adherents! The diſtur- 
bance ſoon after ceaſed, and in about an hour 
was reſumed again, - upon which 1 propoſed ta 
the old gentleman that I and my comrade 


ſhould take a candle and go into the upper room, 


to ſee if we could perceive any thing ; but he 
did not reliſh the propoſal, thinking too pre- 
ſumptuous, eſpecially after having undertaken 
with Glanville, to treat him after a regular me- 
thod, to cite him to anſwer their conjuration, or 
to lay him ſo deep that he ſhould never diſturb 
us more. 

At length the morn arrived, and the ſun had 


but juſt exhaled the dews of the preceding nights | 


when Dr Glanville, attended by his clerk, and 
three or four farmers, arrived at our houſe, and, 
in about an hour afterwards, the church-yard was 
filled with numbers from all parts, whoſe cu- 
rioſity had prompted them to be preſent at the 
awful ceremony; for, by this time the news had 

? C ſpread 
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ſpread all round for many miles, and nothing was 
talked of but the ſanctity of the two parſons, 
and the dreadful taſk they were going to-per- 
form. Many trembled for the fate of the church 
and houſe, and farmer Swagbelly, one 'of the 
church-wardens, was-calculating already the in- 
creaſed rate it would occaſion, if the devil ſhould 
carry the ſteeple away with him : another advi- 
ſed Mr Goodman to remove his goods out.of the 
houſe, for fear it ſhould follow the ſame fate, 
and a third, to ſprinkle the walls with the 
baptiſmal water from the font in order to ſecure 
them againſt ſuch an accident. Twelve aclock 
came, which was the hour pitched upon for the 
experiment, and now, an awful ſilence was 
ſerved on all ſides, the belfry door, which had 
not been opened ſo long, was now unlocked, 
and unbarred, and on its hinges grated harſb hun- 
der, the attendant crowd, with trembling cau- 
/tious approach, ſurvey the dreadful aſcent, when 
one more bold than the reſt, from a nearer view 
proteſted it muſt be the devil himſelf, for he could 
_ plainly diſcover the marks of his cloven foot 
upon the fairs: this ſoon brought others to a 
more cloſe inſpection, and indeed, in the duſt 
and dirt wherewith the ſtairs were beſpread, 
was very plainly to be deſcried the aforeſaid 
marks, tho it was obſervable the foot was a ve- 
ſmall one, and not of the full grown ſize of 
t wherewith his infernal highneſs is generally 
pictured; but this objection was ſoon got over 
by our learned caſuiſts, the parſons, who inform- 
£d their audience, that Lucifer had no determi- 
nate bulk or proportion; but could dilate or 
| | con- 


k 
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gontraQt himſelf at pleaſure, according to the na» 
ture of the place he viſited or the deſign he was 
bound upon, and that, as there happened to be 
a chaſm of about two feet and a halt at the bot» 
tom of the door, which time had worn away, 
it was very probable he had conformed himſelf 
to that entrance, tho when he got to the 
top of the ſteeple, he might diſtend himſelf 
to A Jour magnitude: however they ſhould 
not determine by appearances, for perhaps 
thoſe traces were a mere deception of ſatan, 
to hinder their farther progreſs ; but they were 
reſolved nothing ſhould deter them from it, 
for it might be ſome departed ſpirit, who 
brought uſeful and neceſſary tidings to the living; 
perhaps it might bring ſome-murder to light, or, 
as it appeared about the church, might intend 
ſome benefit to the nation in general or to 
that courity in NJ 5 matters 
debated, the proceſſion nz at appeared 
honeſt old Goodman and parſon Glanville 
abreaſt, each with his great church prayer book 
under his arm, next followed the two 55 fas, 
after them the principal men of the pari 

and two, and in the claſe Mrs Deborah, Ra- 
chel, Harry and myſelf, and the reſidue of the 
ſpectators, without any particular form or order. 
All preſent were filled with a mixture of fear 


and wonder, and a more than ordinary awe and 
reverence. | We entered the church and being 
ſeated, Glanville read prayers, and afterwards 
Goodman preach'd a ſermon, and then in a long 
prayer recommended the iſſue of what they were 
going to perform to God. This over, they pro- 
C 2 ceded 
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"ceded to the belfry door, and after forming a 
ring of the auditors, the two parſons and a clerk 
remaining in the midſt of us, a pſalm ſuited to 
the occaſion was ſung, and then Glanville ad- 
vancing upon the firſt ſtair, pronounced the fol- 
lowing office, which Goodman and he had com- 
poſed for the occaſion, in latin, which I ſome 


oO 


days after tranſlated, and is as follows. 
In the name, &c. Oh thou diſturbed, th 
vexatious ſpirit, that haſt broken from thine 
eternal durance, in the bowels of thy parent 
earth; who haſt tranſgreſſed the fixed bounds 
allotted thee, and art come to vex and harraſs the 
living, inform us, we conjure thee, whence, 
and to what purpoſe is thy wonderous errand, 
that portend it good or ill, we may, with lowly 
obedience, if from the ſupreme” will of God, 
obey thy commands. Once — twice - thrice, 
appear before the congregation and anſwer. 
HERE a long ſilence enſued, but the citation 
not being obeyed, Glanville went on as fol- 
lows: 2957 i ES, Hen: 
On vile and abominable ſpectre! Devil, or 
Demon, of what order ſoever thou art, in the 
dark infernal regions of hell and damnation; for 
we now plainly perceive that thou art Satan, 
or his inſtrument: By virtue of the power 
given to us, the miniſters of Chriſt, the ſervants 
of the Moſt High, we baniſh-thee from this ho- 
| P place, and this conſecrated ground, and con- 
gn thee to the profoundeſt depths of the Red- 
ſea, or to thy abode in hell, for ever and ever. 
* Tux 
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Tax laſt: word was fcarce uttered, when a 
prodigious ſcratching and trampling was heard 


aloft, at which ſome of the aſſiſtants, imagin- 
ing the devil was going to deſcend the ſtairs, be- 
gun to look pallid, and to tremble from head to 
foot; nay, the ſolemnity uſed upon the occaſion 


had even made - Ramble ſome degrees leſs 


ſtout, and ſomewhat apprehenſive of the conſe- 
quences. As it happened, juſt at the ſame 
inſtant, the ſky was overcaſt, the lightening 
flaſhed around, and the hoarſe thunder growl- 
ed over our heads, which added to the terror 
of the aſſiſtants, who imagined now little 
leſs than a general diſſolution, or that the infer- 
nal ſpirit, would at leaſt carry them away to the 
Red-ſea with him. A farmer, who ſtood quit 
by me, ſaid, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, that 
he dreaded the conſequences of the parſun's.pre- 


ſumption; for, if it was the prince of the air 


himſelf, what authority had they to lay him, 


when God permitted him to go about like a 
roaring lion, and for ſo many thouſand years had 


never confined him? but truly, he always 
thought, all the cloth took more upon them 
than became them. This was an arch country 
ſceptic, and had given Goodman much trouble 


about many of his doubts and ſcruples; but lo! 


te time is arrived, when his tongue, and the 


tongues of all gainſayers, ſhall be put to ſilence, 


and the power and dignity of the prieſthood eſta - 
bliſhed upon a firm baſis ; when Goodman and 
Glanville ſhall be hailed for their ſanctity, and 
adored for their authority over the realms. of 
darkneſs. The words were hardly out of his 


C 3 mouth, 
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mouth; when the goiſe increaſed, and fome- 
thing feemed to be pattering down the ſtairs as 
faſt as poſſible. The aforeſaid ſceptie immedi- 
ate}y fell flat upon his face; thoſe that were 
| fartheſt off, ran out of the church yard, as faſt 
as their feet would carry them; the two wo- 
men ſcreamed and fainted; the two parſons, 
treèmbling, fell upon their knees, and went to 
prayers with great fervency ; arid I was ready to 
put myſelf into the fame poſture: as to Harry, 
his behaviour to me was unaccountable ; for, 
notwithſtanding my preſent fright, I could ob- 
ferve he was very unconcerned, and was obliged 
to ſmother a laugh that was jaſt ready to break 
out. The ſtamping approached nearer and 
nearer to our ears; and, at length, Oh tre- 
mendous ſight! appeared a form, ſhaped like a 
beaſt, horned and bearded, with hollow eyes, 
and its face all over covered with griſly hair ; 
dut, in a minute, it ſeemed to recede again 
from our fight, after juſt preſenting its forepart 
to our view. Now the curdling blood retired 
from our hearts, and, in the moment when we 
were ready to expire, the dreadful phantom ap- 
peared again, and, at one ſpring jumped over all 
our heads, and diſappeared. 'By the little pro- 
ſpect I had of him, he ſeemed to be cloathed in 
a white ſhroud-like dreſs, and to have four legs, 
and two horns, and ſome what like the tail that 
the devil is oftenpainted with; the motion, how « 
ever, was ſo quick and inſtantaneous, that it was. 
impoſſible to form an exact idea of what we had 
only a glimpſe of, tho* we all thought he bound · 
ed over the hedge that divided the W 
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from a neighbouring lane; for fo far we purſu- 
ed him with our eyes. This was a compleat 
conqueſt; and the two holy men riſing from 
their knees, firſt raiſed the women, who, by 
this time, were pretty well recovered, and then- 
called back, with exalted voice, their ſcattered 
flock, who were ſome of them fled quite out of 
ſight. When they tremblingly returned, Mr 
Goodman. addreſſed them thus: * Brethren, it 
is no wonder that the frail tabernacles of fleſh 
and blood ſhould not be equal to the taſk 
of looking upon, or meeting the inhabitants 
cf anther world, whoſe miſſion we are un 
acquainted with, and the extent of whoſe 

wer we are ſtrangers to: therefore do not 
miſcall your flight cowardice ; I reproach you 
not for it; it was an awe and reverential fear af 
the things that are hidden from men's eyes. If 
we, were able to ſtand the dire encounter, let 
all the glory be given to him that ſtrengthened 
us, Who enabled us to ſubdue this arch Fiend, 
this Apollion, and to free ourſelves from his 
malevolent attacks: but let all'of you learn 
to reverence the ſacred office of a miniſter of 
the goſpel, who has it thus in his power, to bind 
and to looſe, by the authority that is given to 
him from above.” This was exprefted with 
an elevation of voice, and a rapture of ſpirit, 
that plainly indicated our maſter's high opinion 
of himſelf, and what he had performed; and, as 
to his brother Glanville, he received the com- 
iments of the ſurrounding tribe, with as much 
aughtineſs as if he had had the triple crown 
upon his head. When they were retired into 
b C4 | the 
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the houſe, to refreſh themſelves, I was cu- 


rious to know if any other perſons had feen it 
beſides the two parſons, Harry, and myfelf, and 


what judgment they formed of the appearance. 


Some faid, it reſembled a ram, others, a bull, a 
. dragon, nay a griffin ; but all agreed in this, 
for fear greatly magnifies objects, that it was 


well nigh as large as the church, and that flames 


of fire iſſued from its mouth and noftrils ; be 
that as it will, the high opinion they con- 


ceived of their two paſtors, was fo exceſſive; 
that, for a long time afterwards, the women and 
children, of their reſpective pariſhes, always fell 
upon their knees whenever they met them, 
even on the highway, to beg their bleflings ; 
and Glanville went ſo far as to diſtribute charms, 


properly prepared, to protect them from witch- 
craft, and from diabolical attempts. All the 
county rung of their fame, and their ſanctity; 


nay, this glorious exploit and combat againſt 
Satan even paſſed the banks of the Tweed, and 


filled the diſciples of Calvin with wonder. 


nnn 1 
WW hich contains what the Reader muſt needs defire 
| to know. | 


HE ſpectre never afterwards gave us any 
diſturbance, and our maſter fat down 
fully ſatisfied, that the apparition, or demon, or 
whatever it was, was laid, paſt all poſſibility of 


returning to diſturb his repoſe. I reflected the 


whole matter over and over, and for my life could 
» -4 ; ? * not | 


— 
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not help being ſumewhat of the ſame ſentiments 
with the reſt-of the ſpeQators, that it was really 
a ſubject of the other world, and that my maſter, 
and his brother clerk, had, actually, by virtue 
of their ſacerdotal authority, and the ſanctity of 
their lives, conſigned it again to its ſubterrane- - 
ous habitation, or at leaſt baniſhed it from our | 
vicinity, tho' I could not yet believe the tranſ- 
lation of it from thence to the depths of the 
Red-ſea..Iſhall be excuſed for my credulity, con- 
ſideringmy tender years; forat this time I was not 
quite twelve, tho? I thought ĩt ſtruck at the root of 
all thoſe principles I had imbibed at home; but 
as I had been, ſince I left it, conſtantiy within 
the hearing of fancies of this ſort; had been re- 
commended to the reading of all the legendaries 
that had ever been publiſhed, from the earlieſt 
gloom of ignorance, to the days of the philoſo- 
phical dreamer Glanville; no wonder that my 
ſomewhat thoughtful and ſerious diſpoſition was 
a little biaſſed to the belief of ſuch relations. 
My Tagen recollect the ſevere _ 
ment Miſs rah underwent, after being 
caught in amorous parley with Mr Chaſe's ai 
Will Sly, who, to avoid the parſon's fury, 
| was obliged to make a very precipitate retreat; 
| but tho he never came afterwards publickly, 
to our houſe, he and the young lady, who had 
pardoned his ſhameful flight, had contrived to 
have many after-interviews, in which ſhe had 
related her aforeſaid cruel uſage, and her long- 
ing inclination to be freed from her preſent con- 
ſtraint. The ſquire, his maſter, kept about his 
houſe a huge he goat, which was a very great 
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favourite of the family; but latterly honeſt Ca» 
_ Pricorn had been guilty of many elopements, 
was ſometimes gone for a day or two together, 
and, after the ſtricteſt ſearch, his haunt could: 
never be diſcovered; until one evening, whilſt 
Vill was watching at the end of the churchyard- 
for his miſtreſs, he eſpyed the fugitive ſkipping 
and bounding over it and, after'playing Wy 
pranks, entered under the belfry door, by which 
conveyance. he aſcended the ſteeple, thro' the 
| Erevices of which grew graſs and houſleek in 
abundance 5 which perhaps he fancied was one 
of his native mountains, replete with wild-thyme, 
and geber ſuch productions, on which he was 
rally uſed to browze- From the ſteeple he 

| an eaſy conveyance to the top of the par- 
rs houſe, by another chaſm, large as that at 
is entering; and, by that means, had cauſed 
all our late terro and difmay. Will had no 
ner made this diſcovery, than he was joined 

by his-miſtreſs, warm ftom the terror occaſion- 
ed by the goat's aſcent, who ſoon informed him 
bi. her own fears, and thoſe of her father, and 
the family; but the arch rogue ſtifled his know- 
ledge of the cauſe, it immediately ftarting into 
is mind, that he might improve the adventure 
de dis on advantage, in his deſigns upon her. 
He communicated this matter to his young ma- 
et, whoſe diſpoſition to roguery he was well 
Sequainted with, the next time he came home, 
and Harry, who oed the parſon and his females 
a grudge, for certain blows he had received of 
former, thro' divers complaints of the latter, 


heartily joined with Will, in bringing matters to 
8 bear; 


% 
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bear; for which purpoſe, the next night, Ca- 
icorn was equipped with an old ſhirt, with 
ame-coloured ribbons upon his horns and tail, 
and his face painted of the ſame hue, and making. 
him mount the belfry ſtairs, they cloſed the 
opening ſo, that he was confined for the three 
preceeding days and nights of his releaſe, and 
want of food, and his cloſe confinement had in- 
[creaſed the uſual noiſe and uproar he made. 

But as is the caſe in many fine ſpun plots, the 

credulity of the pricft produced ſuch immediate 

_ proviſions to lay the ſpirit, the rout - about 
it was become ſo ſerious a matter, and had 1o- 
affected miſs, that Sly was afraid, as affairs were: 
not come to a cxiſis between them, to diſcloſe 
bis further deſigns; being fearful it ſhould. come 
to his maſter's eats, ſo that he and Harry had. 
but time left ſufficient to take away the obſtrue- 
tion to the goat's return, which had not been 
obſerv*d by any one, that very morning of laying: 
him in the Red-ſea ;; and old Capricorn, taking 
the advantage, juſt as the ceremony was perform- 
ed, of ſetting himſelf at liberty, compleated the 
jeſt, and confirmed all that the twWo parſons had 
aſſerted. He ſcudded immediately to his old 
habitation, where, to prevent his return, he was 
incloſed in a back yard, with high walls, for ſe- 

veral months after, till he was cur'd of his ram- 

- bling diſpoſition. All this was a ſecret to every 
body bat Will Sly, and his young maſter Harry, 
whom I often efpyed laughing and titter- 

ing together; from the latter I had it one 

night in bed; but ſhould never have been ma- 

er of it, if my continued oppoſition to his a- 
- 8 ſertions 
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ſertions that it was all an impoſition, and the 
two parſons dupes and fools; had not piqued his 
pride to a diſclofure of it. Indeed I received it 
under ſolemn promiſe, not to reveal it to any 
one, and, as well on that account, as from an 
averſion I ever had to give pain, or leſſen a 
man's good opinton of himſelf, when it did no 
harm to his nerghbours, I never diſcloſed it till 
after Mr Goodman's death, and the ſame caution 
being obſerved by the other repoſitories of the im- 
portant event; the two parſons died poſſeſſed of 
the wondrous reputation they had acquired, and 
the authors of the trick were content with the 
private pleaſure it gave them. But it produced 
2 thorough change in my new acquired ſenti- 
2 ments, and, thro by all my gloomy authors, 
with contempt and diſdain, I returned again to 
tze belief and thorough perſuaſion of the maxims 
and inſtructions of my PRs and. never aſter 
711 ogy into ſuch rambling del iriums. 
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71 make forthe Progreſs in our 7 THER ace 
quire the Greek Tongue— a Word onthe Greek 
and” Roman Poetry— our walks— in one of 

_ . them we loſe Harry — 4 Parfor's e 

thbereon— a terrib adventure. © 


Pear ve half paſt; after this adventure, i in 
which nothing remarkable occurred; 
ace and apa! mp crowned-our hours, and de- 
"ligh heful "Rudy" reed our ſouls: "> von: 
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maſters of the Roman claſſics, Mr Goodman 
was willing to initiate us in the Greek language; 
and accordingly put the New Teſtament, in 
that tongue, into our hands. I was charmed 
with the noble ſimplicity of this divine book, as - 
much as I was intereſted in the truths contain-. 
ed init; and perceived, throughout, a harmony 
and connexion that ſtamped in indelible charac- 
ters the heavenly original of it. I muſt ac- 
knowledge, that, from this early peruſal of 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity,” they were fixed ſo 
oP on my mind, that, tho” in the future 
courſe of my life, they might ſometimes be ſtif- 
fled and buried, under the irregular fallies of 
the paſſions, they always recurred upon me 
with freſh force.and vigour, and became in the 
end the great directors of my conduct. From 
the New Teſtament, we rambled to Xenophon ; 
from him to Homer, and, after attending that 
ſublime poet thro? his Iliad, we read three or 
four of the minor Lyric poets. The Latin no 
doubt, is a majeſtic and lofty language; is 
vaſtly expreſſive, is written with great facility, 
and is the general of the learned; but 
1s. far from the ſoftneſs and harmonious flow of 
the Greek, where the vowels are ſo happily diſ- 
tributed as to render it extremely muſical. In this 
tongue the fineſt and moſt refined pieces have- 
been wrote, which have ſerved for patterns to 
thoſe, in all languages, that have delighted and 
improved the world, ever ſince it had a taſte ofpo- 
lite productions; and on theſe true criticiſm has 
been founded. TheLatinisnot a perfect lungen, 
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and is far inferior to the Greek; yet tho* the 
authors in the former language are copyers, at 
the ſame time they may be ſaid to be, for the 
part, improvers upon their Greek maſters. - 
I HAD now reached my thirteen'h year, and 


by the conſeſſion of my maſter, had obtained the 
two languages alt: to a critical ion, 


and I muſt once more acknowledge, in jaſtioe 
to the 1 , that my natural genius re- 
ceived greateſt help from his excellent man- 


Her of inſtruction, and the plamneſs and per- 
icuity of his rules, which were quite freed from 
all the tedious drudping perplexmties of the old 
Fiete the memory was not overbur- 
thened and firained, wich a load. of unintelli- 
Able jargon ; His directions were brief, and well 
adapted” to the bufineſs he was upon, and we 
Were led, ſtep by ſtep, from one author to ano- 
ther, in Tuch a manner that they were com- 
ments upon each other, whilſt he difcarded the 
voluminous notes of the laborious armotators, 
as only fit for more advanced ſpeculdtion, riper 
xars, and the entertainment of the cloſet, ra - 
cher than the ſtudy of a ſchol. Sometimes he 
would make an excurſion with us, over the 
nejghbouriug fields and meads; in which ram- 
les, the old gentleman would fuffer nothing to 
be diſcourſed of in the Englifh language; Greek 
and Latin were our languages, and its cuſtom of 
eonverſing in them gave us a furprizing facility 
of exprefion, and a feadineſs in the uſe vf both. 
Our miſter aſed us Uke Friends und famMlizrs, 


and if nis diſcourſe was often intertarded n. 
5 — 
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__ and: unaccountable notions, and as 
oddly expreffed, both in religion and politics, 
Which even then appeared to me ina very abfurd- 
light, and which, however, our refpe& and ve- 
neration, = more than the juvenility of our 
5 me not allow us to contradict; we 
fficiently repaid, by the increaſed 
e we acquired in our claffical ftndies,, 
by the oy Ry Om obfervations that 
fie had ſtored in his mind. Harry, whoſe wit 
and vivacity would ſeldom let him reſt from un- 
lucky pranks: and expreffions, for any confide- 
rable time, ufed archly to call him our 
lexicon; but frequently obſerved, that he ou 
to paſs # new edition, that the errors ofthe 1. 
fent might be correted ; or, at leaſt, that he 
fhould have a new binding beftowed upon Him; 
being fo tnuctr out of fepair. I very gravely 
correaed thefe excurfive fAlryhts of my 
by puttin utting him in mind of our obligatioſis to the 
fa ſatire, and the rmocence and rec- 
titude Tod appeared in the 2 all his ac 

ions but 1 might as well have 2 
or I only 7 1 him upon my — | 
he would > ray me with fo niuch done tha 


ould not h his and envyi 
Amoſt, his f Ananda ſtock, of ming 
We had, one day, roved awa for three or four 


bar in om honie, an 1 fared 
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tell. As for my part, I not in the leaſt doubted. 
that he had ſtraggled away from us to Farmer 
Oates's, which we had left about half a mile 
on our right hand; tho' I could not Rage 
for what motive, but the parſon fell into a kind 
of a muſing amazement, and, without recurring 
to what was moſt natural, immediately appre- 
hended ſome inchantment had been made uſe of 
to ſever him from us; and, ſhaking his head 
and ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, he ſaid, in a 
low voice, as it were to himſelf, and with a deep 
figh— 1 proteſt theſe are ſtrange diabolical do- 
ings. No ſooner freed from one dreadful aſ- 
fault, but another preſents itſelf. — No can 
never perſuade myſelf, that this lad could leave 
us without our obſerving it, if ſome ſupernatural 
means had not been put in practice to convey 
him from us— but by my ſacred charac- 
ter, I'll ferret theſe devils from about me, or pe- 
riſh in the attempt! At the concluſion of this 
ſoliloquy, poor Goodman ſet up a heated pace, 

' - Whilſt each hand ſeemed agitated in equal degree 

with his feet, and his head ſhook, and his mouth 
foamed, almoſt, with wrathful ire, ſo that, had 
the devil, at that inftant, accoſted him, I believe 
he would have attacked him in his own proper 
= ae and, for my part, I really thought him 
3M bewitehed. As accident would have it, he took 
| the direct way to the aforeſaid farmer's, whilſt 
1 followed him as faſt as my legs would carry 
me, wondering, and, at the ſame time, ſmiling 
at his whimſeys, and at a loſs to know where he 
was digg, it being directly the contrary way 
66G 
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grow dark. We trotted on thus, untilwecame 
within a field of the farmer's ; before we entered 
which field, we had a broad lane or cart- way to 
paſs, which was lined by two old ſtone walls 
of ſome conſiderable heighth, but very ruinous, 
and full of the breaches that had been made by 
the attacks of deſtroying time. We could but 
juſt diſcern acroſs the lane, it was now ſo late; 
and my maſter ſuddenly made a full ſtop, and, 
with a tremulous tone of voice, ſaid, Child, do'ft 
thou ſee 55 do'ſt thou hear nothing? I 


anſwered in/the negative, with ſome precipita- 
tion, for as ſyet I had indeed perceived eee 
at all; but my maſter's panic continuing, 

ſtepped forward, and could then diſtinguiſh, I 
thought, in one of the breaches of the wall, a2 
black tall figure, and could hear a ſound that 

proceeded from it, not unlike groaning. The 
ſtillneſs. and unfrequentedneſs of the place, 
the time of night, Mr Goodman's fear, and 
the folemn appearance of the ruins about us, 
conſpired altogether to put me into the ſame 
diſorder almoſt with my maſter, who had clung 
faſt round a gate-poſt, had loſt all his vaunted 
couraga, and was in ſuch a panic, that I could 
plainly hear the teeth chatter in his head. At 
length, recollecting all my encouraging ſenti- 
ments, I told him I was reſolved to venture 
nearer, to ſee what it was; and, as he had not 
the power then to contradict me, and could 
ſcarce ſpeak to be heard, I had no ſooner ſaid 
fo, but I began to croſs the road, with a bold 
hearty reſolution to appro: ch the dreadful -ſpot. 
I had ſcarce moved five paces, when, to my 
12 entire 


— 
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entire 8 a oy iy 
voice, which, in nt hurry of thoughts, 
I took to — that ſeemed to. de- 
e eee e = 
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courage would ſupport me no longer; 
and, with haſty ſtrides, I joined MrGood- 
— who was ſtill in the fame poſture, 
and told him I was now convinced we were near 
the haunts of ſome robbers or murtherers, and 
related the reafon' of my thinking ſo; and that 
J was fearful, tho* bis ſacerdotal character 
might protect us againſt the whole ſatanic broodz 
yet it would prove but a very weak defence 
againſt the earthly fons of rapme and plunder z 
and that therefore we had better endeavour to 
fy from the ſpot we were upon, and ſecure our- 
ſelves from the impending danger. The honeſt 
parſon, who could be thus agitated with a view 
of what was he conceived ſupernatural, and im- 

from the other world, was, however, 
hoe to eaſily daunted with the dangers I had 
mentioned to him: No, no, he cried, the arm 
_— ohm is not ſo dreadful to me; let 
us my boy, perhaps ſome perſon or perſons 
| have- been „ = uſed, and humanity 
requires 
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ws to lend them what aſſiſtance lies in our 


. TRE8E words were no ſooner out of his 
mouth, than, graſping faft- bis paſtoral ſtaff, 
an oaken plant he generally carried in his hand, 
he fallied over, followed by poor Ramble, 
who had more dread of the ſons of this world 
than thoſe of the other, and went but flowly 
after his conductor, who now appeared to have 
aſſumed new ſpirits, and to defy all danger. 

We had no ſooner arrived at the breach, 
where the forementioned appearance had pre- 
ſented itſelf, than our ears were faluted by 
the bellowing of a great bull, who had taken 
his ſtation there, and had cauſed; my maſter's. 
fear and diſmay; and, at ſome diſtance, lay one 
of the farmer's large hogs, whoſe whining and 
grunting, to windward, had occaſioned our fe- 
veral late conjectures. I could not, for my life, 
ſmother a laugh, that broke from me, at the dif- 
covery 5 and my maſter, quite diſconcerted, al- 
moſt bore me company, - and cried, Come, 
Ramble, we'll make the beſt of our way home; 
I ſee, let us be ever ſo clear-fighted or diſcern- 
ing, our ſenſes are liable to be impoſed. upon, 
and perhaps Harry may be at my houſe; for if 
he is not there, I ſhall till believe, that theſe are 
all wiles of the Evil One, to perplex and tor- 
ment a perſon of my character, whoſe prayers 
have lately done him ſo much detriment, and 
defeated his machinations againſt mankind. 
So ſaying, we addrefſed ourſelves to meaſure 
back the way we came, if haply, for now we 
could not fee our hands before us; we could find 


— 
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dur rout home, which I longed exceeding- 
ly to greet once more, and was fearful ſome new 
oddity of my maſter's, or ſome ſuch extraordi- 
| occurrence, as thelaſt, ſhould detain us from 
it. The night was about two hours advanced, 
when we thus began to turn our weary ſteps to- 
wards our own manſion; and our progreſs was ſo 
very flow, that we bid fair to behold the mor- 
ning dawn before we reached it: for, at ev 
twenty or thirty yards, Mr Goodman would 
make a ſudden ſtop, crying— Hark— hark— 
Do'ſt thou hear this? — Do'ſt not hear that? — 
See what's that before us it comes nearer and 
nearer, Oh I believe I am miſtaken; — and 
thus went on, fancying every tree a giant, every 
- buſha ſpectre, and the leaſt motion of every 
frog or  graſhopper ; the ſteps. of ſomebody 
or other approaching us; but how in- 
conceivably aſtoniſned and frightened the 
poor man was, when, at a conſiderable diſtance 
from us, he obſerved a pale and melancholy 
light, which could ſcarcely be diſcerned thro! 
the miſt that - ſurrounded us, and yet wa 
bending its way towards us. 1 thought it 
might at firſt be one of thoſe wandering me- 
teors, called Ignis fatuus, or Fack d lanthorn, 
which are ſo commonly ſeen to hover over low, 
Mooriſh or ſwampy grounds; however, I was 
quickly of another opinion, as I could diſtinctly 
hear the ſound of voices, and eaſily diſtinguiſh, 
as they came nearer and nearer, that one of 
them was a woman's, which diſſipated the fear I 
was inſpired with. Goodman, as they approach- 
ed, could not help betraying his anxiety, by the 
150 fn repeated 
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repeated ſtarts and apprehenſive expreſſions he 
made uſe of, and the continued genuflexions he 
fell into, at every ſtep; feat having deprived 
his muſcles and finews of their uſual tenſion; 
nay, notwithſtanding all his ſacerdotal ſanRity 
and authority, I could almoſt have laid a wa- 
ger, that it had operated in a very unſavory 
manner upon him, at leaſt my noſe, no very 
bad intelligencer in ſuch affairs, ſo informed 
me. 'I muſt own, I was not without my ap- 
prehenſions, at the ſame time; for we had 
abroad, in the neighbouring foreſts, a gang of 
idle diſorderly fellows, who had committed ſe- 
veral robberies, - and moleſted all the adjacent 
farmers in their journeys, and by {depredations 
upon their 82 and poultry, and whatſoever 
came within their reach; and boys generally 
connecting the ideas of robbery and murder to- 
gether, I thought our time was now arrived, and 
that we ſhould become a prey to thoſe bloody 
and lawleſs vagrants. My maſter's thoughts 
were directed another way, I ſoon found; for, 
making a full ſtop, he an extem 
prayer for protection againſt the wiles of Satan, 
and that God would enable him, thro? 
faith and a good conſcience, to withſtand the 
devil and all his infernal attempts. This prayer 
was ſcarce finiſhed, when the apprehended ſo- 
journers were arrived fo near to us, that we 
could diſtinguiſh what they faid ; and, hearing 
our tread, they made a full ſtop, with their light, 
about twenty om us; and à man's 
voice bellowed out, hoarſely, Who are you ? 
witch ſome degree of aſſurance. "ER 


« THE ADVENTURES OF 
vid Goodman anſwered, In the name of the 
Lord, who are ye, that, with your glimmering 
taper, thus obtrude.yougſelyes thro the gloom 
of night? If of this world, advance ; but if, as I 
grout , of another, in the name of the Fa» 

s and Hely Ghoſt, I command you to 
your infernal abodes, and to ceaſe, from diſturb - 
ing us, or moleſting us in our peregrination, 
No ſooner was this thundering denunciation ut- 
tered, than the ſtrangers put out their light, and 
we could hear the woman's voice in theſe 
We are diſcovered— I am ſure we are loſt | — 
and then a trampling, like that of a horſe upon 
full ſtretch, the ſound of which ſoon, by in- 

creaſing diſtance, died I was firuck with 
tlie voice, and — told my maſter, it 

was very like Miſs Deborah' s, which he aſſent - 
eld to, and, in a very diſturbed tone, declared 
it was the moſt myſterious affair he ever met 
with, and that he was now more and more 
convinced it was one of the ſubtilties of Satan, 
to torment him; for how ſhould his dear De- 
borah be ſo far from home, at that late hour of 
the night! No, poor child, he continued, thy 
aducation has protected thee from any rambling 
notions or deſigns; thy ſoul has dran too 8 
draughts of the nectareous ſtreams of heavenly 

wiſdom to entertain any low or impure deſires. 
Youmay have taken notice, Ramble, thatſhe has 
ſew ofthe idle airs of her ſex,'whomſhe reſembles 
hardly in any thing but her ſhape and dreſs. In- 
deed, women have naturally ſo much levity and 
indiſcretion, that too ſtrict and ſevere an edu» 


 cationcannot be- beſtowed upon them, nor will 
; | 
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any thing more blunt and mortify their ſupera- 
bounding appetites and paſſions, which in gene- 
ral domineer over them with deſpotic fway, than 
to lead them thro' the maze of learning and ſpe- 
culation; their native pride will prompt them to 
excel, and the pains and ſtudy it will conſe- 
quently produce, will ſhut out and baniſh from 
their minds all the train of vain, idle, or viei- 
ous ideas, that too often harbour there. 
Therefore, you may obſerve, that, I had other 
reaſons than the bare cultivation of my daugh- 
ter's mind, and the improvement of her genius, 
in the inſtructions I have beſtowed upon 
her; and in training her up to the know- 
ledge of books and ages: I knew how 
— the females generally are, and, 
indeed, no little experience of it by her 
mother, who, tho' a good wife, God bleſs her, 
would ever have her way, and obliged me to 
ſtoop pretty often to her uſurpation of authority, 
and, as I would have my daughter obedient, re- 
cluſe, and free from the foibles of her ſex; 1 
knew to give her little leiſure, crabbed ſtudies, 
and to turn her vanity into another channel, 
would anſwer the ſalutary ends propoſed, and 
fecure me an engagint and uſeful friend, and 
companion for the reſidue of my life; and, 
bleſſed be God, my pains, and my wiſe precau- 

tions, have had the deſired ſucceſs. Thus the 
old gentleman ran on, in the ſatisfaction, 
the exultation of his heart, at his wiſe and 
prudent management of his daughter, - un- 
_ interrupted by me; it was a topic I did not 
at all underſtand, and therefore held my tongue 
ut 0 
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but I have, in the after · courſe of my life, had 


abundant reaſons to ſee, that an endeavour to 


ſtifle the natural deſires and paſſions of the ſpe · 
cies, has been oſten, if not always, unſucceſsful. 
Grave admonitions, and crabbed rules, may 
check; mortifications of body may weaken our 
natural inclinations ; but ſurely, if they are to be 


indulged lawfully, in a manner as beneficial to 


es as the community; any endeavour to 


extinguiſh theſe appetites, is not praiſe-worthy, 


but criminal, and aſſuming to ourſelves a power 
of correcting and amending the works of our 
maker, who has given us theſe propenſities for 
his on wiſe ends and purpoſes ; but has alſo 


given us reaſon: to check their exceſſes. Moſt 


of thoſe parents, the pretenders to prudence, 
foreſight, and love of their children, in ſuch a 
manner of education, have in ſhort little of ei- 
ther in their thoughts. No, it is the gratifica- 
tion of themſelves, their own intereſt that is con- 
ſulted, or the purſuit of ſome darling whim, that 
bas entered their thoughts, and has taken full 

fleffion of their | ſickly fancies. Let nature 
— her courſe ; let all her dictates be obeyed ; 
let human creatures be what they were deſigned 
for; and let us remember; that tho* we are ob- 
liged to regulate our paſſions, neither religion 
nor reaſon direct us totally to extinguiſh them, 


which is an attempt that can never ſucceed, and 


is. equally yain and ridiculous. My maſter had 


now got into the talking vein, and the pleaſure 


he conceived in reflecting on his wiſe method 


of treating Deborah, had baniſhed every difa- 


greeable occurrence of the night from his 
10 | _ © thoughts, 
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thoughts, and his ſelf- ſatisfaction, and exulta- 
tion of mind, diſplayed itſelf in the manner of his 
ſpeaking, the vivacity of expreſſion, not un- 
uſual to him when any ſubject directed him to 
talk of his own knowledge or importance; ſo 
that I began to think him a very agreeable com- 
panion. From his daughter, the diſcourſe roll- 
ed from one ſubject to another, till, at length, 
the conduct of thoſe parents was arraigned,” who 

give their eſtates or to their children, 
before their death; thereby inverting the order 
and courſe of things, and deſtroy ing that na- 
tural dependence the ſon ought to have upon the 
father, and, which it is alſo highly prudent and 
neceſſary to preſerve in its full force and vigour ; 
obſerving, that the love a parent bears his off. 
ſpring is than that paid by a child to his 


lancing the aſcending; which reaſon and ex- 
perience will juſtify. To this purpoſe, with a 
great degree of ſpirit, he told me the follow- 
ing ſtory, which being an original, and convey- 
ing a good moral, I have preſerved in my me- 
mory. rain 299 einn 


r 
Nina Tngratitude ripreuad : A trut Story. 
'OR TENSIUS,- a widower, who 
11 6poſſeſſed an eſtate of near 1600 pounds 
per annum, in the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, 
Was more remarkable for the prodigious affection 
he nne every word and action, towards 
Vo. I. his 


parent, deſcending affection, far overbal- 


hn, * 
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his only ſon Rufinus, than for his virtue, his 
benevolence, and the humanity wherewith he 
was ready to ſupply the neceſſities of the poor 
and the diſtreſſed in his neighbourhood, where 
he was adored for his goodneſs. On this ſon 
he had beſtowed an education that declared his 
extreme ſondneſs; and the comforts he expect- 
ed to reap from his improvements and the ma- 
-turity of his years. He made a progreſs in the 


| | lunguages, in the ſciences, in the exerciſes be- 
fitting a gentleman, that exceeded his father's 
warmeſt 


| ; and, after having ſeen France 
| | and Italy, and made what is called the grand 


| four, he came home to his paternal] ſear, 
with ſuch accompliſhments as few gentle- 
men of that part of the country could boaſt; 
and, at the next general election, his father's "gh 
tereſt was ſo extenſive, he was choſen to repre- 
ſent their neighbouring borough in pailia- 
ment. | 
Rorixus was looked upon, by every body, 
to bea young gentleman of an amiable temper 
a very copy of his father, ad t deny 
dutiful and obedient to him, and the old gen- 
tleman could ſcarce bear to be one moment 
from his company, and dwelt upon his every 
accent with wonder and delight; but tho Ru- 
finus was engaging in his behaviour, he was 
ſome what bn and ſour-tempered, which 
| "had yet not been diſplayed, as no opportunities 
_ had offered to exeite the appearance of bis ill 
qualities. Indeed it was obſer ved, ſince his fa- 
= ther had given him 2 qualification to {it in the 
= 5 . 
N "pp 14 un- 


* 
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unſociable to the ſervants/and his inferiors; but 
the old gentleman perceived nothing of this, and 
in purſuit of his fond deſigns, was looking out 
for a ſuitable match for him, and determined, 
when the affair was completed, to ſurrender his 
whole eſtate to him, without any reſtriction or 
reſerve. "This reſolution was no ſooner publiſh- 
ed, but all the friends of Hortenſius endeavour- 
ed to perſuade him from it; nay, Rufinus him 
ſelf, whether ſincerely or with a political view, 
remonſtrated inſt it, and proteſted, that 
his utmoſt happineſs conſiſted in having his 
dependence upon ſo good and indulgent a friend 
and father. 


HorRTENSIUS was not to be moved from his 
purpoſe, declaring that he perceived ſo much 
real merit in his dear ſon, that it was a crime he 
could not anſwer to his conſcience, the further 
detaining from him thoſe 5 with which 
he was able to do more ſervice to his country 
and his friends than the preſent antient poſſeſſor, 
or any one elſe. At length, a match offered, 
that was equally agreeable to all parties, in the 
daughter of Cleomenes, a gentleman of a con- 
ſiderable eſtate, who, upon the firſt propoſal, 
readily embraced. the offer of alliance, and 
agreed to give her 6000 pounds for her portion, 
provided a proper ſettlement was made upon her 
out of Hortenſius's eſtate. This was immedi- 
ately: promiſed, and nothing remained but the 
uſual forms. of eourtſhip, and the celebration of 
the nuptials. The firſt was ſoon paſled over; 
Mira was pleaſed with Rufinus, ard Rufinus en- 
tirely captivated with is, charms of Mira; and, 

2 es 
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as a prelude to the marriag e e 
delighted father made r his *'wh 
to his ſon, after a verbal promiſe, that he Mx 2 
Continue one of the 3-0 and have a compe · 
tent ſum paid him quarterly, to ſupport his cha- 
racter and maintain his appearance ; Which con- 
cluded, the nuptials were celebrated, with” A 
pomp and feſtivity ſcarce known before i in the 
county rien b <0) 
'SEveN years, after the marriage „ paſt r 
without any remarkable ruffle or ebase 
in this, to all appearance, happy family, in the 
firſt and ſixth of which, Mira bore Rufinus two 
ſons, named after their grandfathers, the 
| eldeſt being called Hortenſius. 12 
Kurios had behaved with great decorum 
M1 this time to his father, who being grown 
iofirm and phthiſicky, ſeldom ſtitred abroad; 
but he had had frequent opportunities of gif 
covering, that his daughter-in law's temper, was 
haughty, covetous, and overbearing, which, as 
ſhe had an entire dominion over iris, he 
had, in ſeveral little inftances, felt the effects of. 
She regretted, that ſo much money ſhould 'be 
paid him to laviſh away, as ſhe called it, on his 
rs; for it was mo jy employed ĩn charity 
his cough diſturbed her and her gueſts, and fur- 
niſhed a pretence to exclude him ram ſeveral of 
her N aſſemblies, under a ſhew'of conſult- 
ing his eaſe and pleaſure in retirement. The old 
gentleman bore her ſlights with great patience, 
comforting , himſelf with the thought, that his 
fon ſtill petſevered i in his duty and affection, 
and that it was without his privity, that his al- 
lowance 
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lowance was ſometimes delayed, beyond the 
uſual time, and then paid with ſome abridg- 

ments, that were contrary to the original ſti- 
pulation; and entertaining himſelf with his be- 
oved grandſon, who was infinitely fond of him, 
and had profited ſo much by the old gentleman's 
inſttuctions, that he was a prodigy of his years, 
for quickneſs of wit, and the knowledge he had 
already acquired. However, ſome time after- 
wards, upon. his ſtipend. being delayed much 
longer than it ever had been before, and remon- 
ſtrating thereupon to his ſon, in a very mild way, 
he had reaſon to accuſe his own. imprudence ; 
when he was told, Rufinus having been tutor- 
ed accordingly by his wife, that he thought half 
the ſum might do, or that he might excuſe the 
payment, of any part of it, conſidering he had a 
table kept on purpoſe. for him, a ſervant to at- 
tend him, and every thing proper for him pro- 
vided; that his family was every day increaſ- 
ing, and he muſt be obliged to live as parſimo- 
niouſly as poſſible, in order to provide for hisyoung- 
er children, and to make ſome purchaſes, contigu- 
ous to his eſtate, which he himſelf had formerly 
recommended to him; and, upon ſo ſaying, he 
turned away from him and left him abruptly. 
No words can paint the ſurprize and affliction 
of the old gentleman; he diſſolved into tears, 
and in bitter reproaches accuſed himſelf of his 
folly, in ſubjecting himſelf voluntarily to fuch 
uſage; ; the abſurdity and unreaſonableneſs of it 
now appeared in its full light, and he was ſur- 
prized he ſhould have underſtocd ſo little of hu- 
man nature, as to commit ſo manifeſt an error. 
| | D 3 Be 
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Reſolved,” however, with a true philoſophy; to 
weather, as contentedly as poffible, all this ill 
behaviour and ingratitude; he ſhewed, the 
next time they were together, no concern or 
reſentment, and began to think his ſon's late 
ſpeech was caufed by fome diſturbance he might 
have met with from other affairs ; and, the more 
fo, as the next day the money was 

h him without deduction. This; it ſeems, was 

the refult of a confultation between the — 
huſband and wife, and a kind of trial of their fa- 
ther's temper, and the manner he would receive 
the future neglect of payments they had reſolv- 
ed upon. Some weeks after, he received a ſtill 
more mortify ing affront, which all his cou 

and all bis N ſenſe, could not prevent him 
from feeling too ſenſibly, for it to paſs unnoti- 
ced. Mira was delivered of her third ehild; 
and, to the chriſtening, all the gentry, almoſt, 
male and female, of the neighbourhood, were 1n- 
vited, and amongſt the reft honeſt old Cleo- 
menes, her own father: after the repaſt, as was 
the old gentleman's uſual cuſtom, and a civilit 
tet had always been paid to his years and i 
firmities, he took his feat cloſe to — | 
and his cough happening to ſeize him more vi- 
dlently than ordinary, diſturbed the company ſo 
much, that, in good manners, he offered to with+ 
draw; but was with- held by Cleomenes, who 
would not ſufferhim to move, and made 2 proper 
apology for him. Still the cough, accompanied 
with pitting, continued; upon which Mira ſe- 
veral times cried out I think my father had 


9 go into * room... he makes fo 
much 


JAMES RANMYLEE, E, 55 
much noiſe, one cannot hear a word that's ſaid,, 
and his hawking and ſpitting makes the ladie 
fick. — Do, my dear, deſire him to go out, — 
order the ſervants to make room by the kit- 
chen fire; he'll be warmer there than any where 
elſe. The whole company ſtared at ja. other, 
and looked amazed, and were more ſo, when 
the fon actually deſired his father to vacate the 
room, and opened the door for that purpoſe ; 
thro which the old gentleman took his way 
to the kitchen, and ſitting, abruptly, down in 
the midſt of the ſervants, a flood of tears flowed 
down his aged venerable cheeks. The ſervants 
neverhavingobſerved any difference between him 
and their young maſter and miſtreſs, and who 
were perfect worſhippers of Hortenſius, quitted 
that part of the kitchen, out of reſpect, and ſome 
of them took courage enough to ask him if he 
was not well; whilſt others ran, very officiouſ · 
ly, to let the unnatural couple know, that their 
old maſter was in the kitchen, and his ſituation, 
thinking they were quite ſtrangers to it. Not 
moved with this, and the trifling anſwers re- 
turned, convinced the honeſt domeſtics of what 
they had not even dared to fear, and the idea of 
it —— them all into tears, ſo that the ſcene 
was very melancholy. Cleomenes, after re- 
proving his ſon in-law and daughter, and 100 
in his turn affronted for meddling with what di 
not concern him, with a heavy heart, left the 
houſe, whilft the gueſts, being moſtly. of the 
modiſh unfeeling kind, joined in the roar of 
mirth, that was promoted by Rufinus and his 
wife, to ſlifle any motions of remorſe or contri- 

—_ "I 
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tion that might ariſe in their breaſts. Things 
were in this ſituation when little Hortenſius 
came to ſeek his grand papa, and, fond ling about 
His knees, asked him, what ailed him, in his in- 
N l and ſeeing the tears trickle down 


„ Bey: 17 to whimper' and\ cry at the 
foe The gentleman took him into his 


arms, and, A him, could not help ex- 
claiming, in the bitterneſs of his foul, Oh! my 
lovely boy they have broke my heart— Oh ! 
my cruel, undutiful children —— Rather than 
dwell under the ſame roof with them, I'll beg 
my bread. from door to door—— but 1 wy 
thank myſelf—it is all my own work | 
filly, ever-weening fondneſs has ibrought this 
upon me. The child heard all this with fixed 
attention, and redoubling his tears and carefles, 
returned, Oh! grand pa, vob ſhan't go a-begg- 
ing; if you do, FH go wi of gk and, ſpringing 
from him, ſaid, he'd go and tell his papa and 
mamma what he had heard; and accordingly, 
making up to their apartment, he ſomewhat diſ- 
concerted'the joyous pair, by telling them, that 
his grandfather: was crying below, and that he 
- faid; he would go a-begging ; adding, dear papa, 
don” t, let ef grandfather beg; let him have 
ſome money The brute of a father, quite tired 
with his'for s prattling, ſurlily ordered him out 
of the room, ſaying, If your gra:.dfather has a 
mind to beg, go and fetch him an old rug, from 
one of the ſervants beds, to wrap about him, 
and then he'll be properly equipped for his trade. 
This unnatural ſpeech was applauded by his wife 
and her goſhps with a a loud laugh; but the poor 
* child, 
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child, poking intently at them, with a "IM 
= uickneſs of thought and turn of expreffiorr, 
a, No, papa, half the rug will do, 1 wg 
Pi, ap the ather half till T. r you out a+ 
ing, and then” it will ſerve you. "The wh 
compan ny were aftoniſhed and filent at this ſmart 
and ſenſible repartie, and the juſtneſs of the boy's 
inference. — Shame ſucceeded, and painted 
the countehances of the father and” — of a 
crimſon e, and acted upon thoſe of all the viſi- 
tors; and ſoft tenderneſs and awakening repers 
tande took place in the breaſt of Rufinus and his 
ſpouſe, wid: both of them, burſt into tears, and, 
whilſt the mother hugged and almoſt devoured 
her ſon with embraces, her husband haſtened, 
with fleeting but trembling ſteps, into the Kkir- 
chen, where the attitude; the grievous attitude of 
his parent, and the mou attendants, com- 
pleted the conqueſt of filial affection, reverence, 
and tenderneſs over his heart; and approachin 
Hortenſius, he fell on his knees, and in the 1 
fuppliant terms, beſought pardon of him, for 
himſelf and his wife, - mingling his. prayers of 
forgiveneſs, with reproaches upon. the late un- 
natural behaviour, and proteſting he. faw his 
brutality and ingratitude in ſo ſtrong a light, that, 
if he pleaſed to command the eſtates he had be- 
flowed upon him back again, he was ready to 
furrender them, and to merit their return by his 
future behaviour. The overjoyed Hortenfius, 
riſing and embracing him, filently; (for his foul 
was too full for utterance) fignified his forgive- 
neſs, and ſuffered © Himſelf to be led by his re- 
PRAM Rufigus inte his Wie 0 OE; 3 
D555 where, 
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22 baving ſeated him, he fetched his Mira - 
arſe, his forgiveneſs, whom he received 
with ſo much tenderneſs, that the whole com- 


| pany were wonderfully affected, and ſhed tears 


05. See, my father, ſays Rufinus, the little 
inſtrument of our . preſent happineſs, in To” 


grandſon, ., whom heaven. inſpired to ſave his 


father and mother from committing the greateſt 
of crimes, and, —— * the ſtory 8 car- 


teſſed him without meaſure. Cleomenes es Was 
— to ſhare in the preſent felicity z the ſer- 
vants were mad for joy, and rejoicing took 
2 famil 5 t been freed from the 
greateſt calamity, - Ever after, they lived in an 
unin terrupted Aloo od arab died in 
his ſon's arms, at a very advanced age. Natu- 


ram has F—_ wu W recurret. 
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Bi =p hich 1 [had nit = 
. N Was 
ee ſpread . Sluſh 
— otiaon; the riſing ſun began to 
chaſe; away the deus; and Nature ſeemed re- 
joieing on every ſide. We were now within 
| half a mile of the parſonage · houſe; but quite fa- 
tigued — — the rubs we had 
met with, and longing to reach home, 
mignt 
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might be ſatisfied as to the ſafety of the young 
, Co and be ſet at eaſe in relation to 
is Deborah, whoſe voice ſtill founded in our 

ears, and ſeemed ſo inexplicable: a myſtery, 
| that the parſon was  prodigiouſly uneaſy 
to unravel it. We entered the 92 na f 
and, to our further ſurprize, ſaw the doors and 
windows open, which was, we thought, very 
ſtrange, conſidering the early hour of the day; 
but we ſoon got over this, imagining again, 
that our being from home all night had occa- 
ſioned the family to fit up for us; and, that theix 
fear for our ſafety had baniſhed all thoughts of 
their own danger. We approached the ſtable, 
and found Old Pyeball was miſſing; and, when 
we came to the door ofthe houſe, tho my poor 
maſter halloed out for Rachel, in a moſt audible 
voice, no anſwer was returned; and, upon. exa- 
mining all the apartments, no traces. of her, 
Deborah, or Harry, were any where to be per- 
ceived. Goodman, at this ſtrange and unac- 
countable appearance of things, was quite aſto- 
niſhed; the ruhicund ferſopk his checks; his 
knees tottered under him; his whole frame was 
agitated with convulſive ſtarts of ſrenay and 
deſpair; and I verily thought he was going to 
ſwoon ; when, caſting my eyes theo the back 
door, I perceived Rachel running madly over 
the adjacent meadow, -homewards z but, at 
every ſtep, liſung up her hands and eyes with 
KS. ht and amazement, and, 
now and then, her — were wildly employ 
ed in. tearing her ſilvered treſſes, which hung 
- 5 ſnakes, over her 
ſhoulders, 
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ſhoulders, and her talons imprinted bleeding 
marks of her diſordered mind, upon the cheeks 
and neck; her garments were all feemingly 
tattered” and looſe, and ſhe put me in mind of 
the poetical appearance of the fureis, at every 
look I beſtowed upon her. However, the ſight 
of the old beldame gave me ſome pleaſure, and | 
had no ſooner imparted the joyful tidings to 
my maſter, than, recovering from his. ſo 

trance, he jumped out of the door, and bou 
over the {le that lay between them, with as 
much apility as a young fellow of thirty; and, 
in leſs than à minute, caught her in his arms, 
and hugged her with an eager preſſure; at the 
fame time inquiring, with a ſtentorian voice, 
after his dear daughter, his Deborah, his beloved 
child: but the diſmayed Rachel was ſome time 
'before ſhe could believe it was her maſter, 
over whom her eyes wandered, with doubtful 
ſurprize, as if ſhe were not able to credit their 
preſent intelligence; and, in anſwer to his que- 
tions; ' ſhe returned her on, as faſt as her ſhort 
breath would permit her, of, where he had been? 
how he came to ſtay from home? and how at 
laſt he got there ſafe from the devil's clutches? 
who, ſhe believed, had had him in actual poſſeſ- 
Hon ever ſinee his diſappearance; ſo that before 
- they could give each other any ſatisfaction, 
entered the houfe, where I was waiting, as 

Ol ExpeQation almoſt as either of them. Poor 
Rachel gazed as at me, as if I was an 
inhabitant of another country, as well as her ma- 
ſter ; and, after a fſeC minutes ſo employed, in 
which we all repreſented „ 


1 . 
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her ? — where have you been ? —, where is Mr 


Harry ? — — But the devil, or ſome witch, has 
cauſed. all this Oh that 
day-!. The parſon, at the 
i ſo.. valiantly withſtood, 

nay defeated, all former attacks of tan, ſhed 
and bewailed aloud, in the 

moſt affectionate terms, his ſtrayed. or raviſbed 
daughter; nor were the eyes or the tongue 
the only inſtruments employed for this purpoſe, 
but his fiſts, gave many a grievous pelt to his re- 
ſounding cheſt, and, ever and anon, as bis ſor- 
row mounted into fury, the whole room was 


one may well imagine: I pitied the condition of | 
the father; I ſmiled at the odd expreſſions of 


yet 


whilſt Will ran 


ing forth indy a.diſcovery of my thoughts, mo- 
| * V 
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ved b. ond” meaſure at the ſituation of my ma- 
ſter, for whom I really had a reverence and af- 
feAtion; and provoked to ſee, that whilſt his ſu- 
peftous whims and fancies" were at work to 
unt for theſe incidents, in the ſuperna- 
tural manner that his credulity led him to, he 
negtefted” all the natural means of - redreſs. 
However, I had already judgment ſufficient to 
inform me, that he was not'to be treated like a 
ron of a ſound and ſtrong underſtanding ; 
254 that, from me 'efpectally, any contradiction 
to nh aw” $, would not have come very 
proper and, therefore, — — upon a me- 
het exactly fitted him, by "modeſtly inti- 
mating, that 1 JA heard him ſay, That tho' 
the devil was „ With his wiles and de- 
ctits, to Harrats and diſtreßs virtuous perſons, he 
had no power to deſtroy or to inſlict puniſument 
upon them, to their final hurt and detriment; 
and, that confeguently, as Miſs Deborah was 
a virtuous and good younglady, in all ikelyhood 
his, power over ; ved ena. of ſhort continuance, 
perhaps upon we "might = 
tht hd fer Now che Pied 
Tote df the rieigtibouring farmHouſes, — 
11 as ſhe Had undergone, in her aerial j 
Du bave detained her till now. 
Aattefiog as theſe, awakened the doctor from 1 


: 3 and, after —.—2 recollec̃tion, he 6 


4, Tproteft,” my ; thou art Cone 

1 5 blame, 8 t 790 ay our 4 
moment; hut firſt let us hear from Rachel all 
The knows of the matter. Rachel, at this men- 
ton ef e raiſed herfeff from ber dum- 


KI. iſt 
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piſh groans, and anſwered. that Miſs went out 
on, ſhe fuppoſed whilft ſhe 

had fallen into a doze ; and,'tho” ſhe had ſought 
her high and low, ever finceſhe waked, the could 
hear no. tales or tidings of her, even tho? ſhe'ſe- 
yeral times called in the lord's name, which, 
ſhe knew, all the devils in hell, if there were 
never ſomany, mult, perforce, obey. —— Hold, 


crick Gehe, very  profely be profit" 


for ſatan to obey th tis" 
they ſhould be pronounced by ä 
for that purpoſe Excuſe me, honeſt Rachel, 
and proceed She dropped a low courteſy, 
and went on , to inform him of the "pains and 
trouble the had taken, even all the dark night, 
to run about, to baw) and call after Miſs Debo- 
rah; that ſhe even, Teveral times, crolſed the 
church-yard, without fear. — Thanks, my good 
maſter,” to your HyIng the ſpirit —— Art'this 
complement, the parſon could not hep Pres 
on an important look, and, with a tmile 25 
e nod of his head, in return. No 


2 freſh uneaſineſs ; for, withou 
could he explore fo many corners as be might 
have occaſion to viſit before he encountered => 


Mm. 
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_ wayof LATE, Chaſe's, and ſo round 74 ace 


5 3 71 — 5 of her. fellow - ſervant, o 
he milled 8 his homely ſtall: TY the 5 
nute his loſs. was mentioned, lhe tucked herſelf 
Ups 20g] 29g. th ths gave eee 

e two old 1 0 had not partaken 
8 e PS: of Wk Wn. 

AN and. ſhe, faid,. It Jt was no 

meer of mare gre the devil ſhould Baye a 
inſt h 8 ſeeing one of his 

ig n. the _ threſhold, had 


long 8 3 ly wa his infernal crew. 


— Ho Mr mes wg 
e N pg +: 
Aa 


this di eee 
Di A 325 f. We int the 
deſire, he lent my . 

of the reaſon, of his requeſt, os. home as 


„ 


ing infor 

bard as be could 10 ſend his fervants ſeveral 

ways. to aſſiſt in the recovery of his daughter. 
none of theſe horſes the old | gentleman mount- 
, determini e rout of my father's, 

1 Rachel was. ordered to 
k after the houſe ; and, on the other 50 

was mounted, with inſtructions to go 


- 
- 


; to join doctor at Farmer 
Oates. 2 a ſet out, had, no 
eget ent a fue and. cry after Miſs, thro* alk 


PEG within bye mlles nn Ne. 
TIAL ite. % 2% 2 2777 | "CHAP: 


34 


— 
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— x.” wits 


go nn 
* and purſue different Routs— I meet with 
my 2 his So 75 his la Night 
Adventure— we arrive at — — 
Rerception— 4 Conſultation Bed we — 
for Farmer Oates s. 


— 8 


having each of us beſtrode his poney, we 
took hg of Rachel, who wanted no little per-. 
ſuaſion to be induced to ſtay by herſelf, in a 
place where ſo many helliſh gambols had lately. 
been plaid, notwithſtanding her maſter beſtow- 
ed his ſacerdotal benediction upon her, for "= 
future protection. We rode, cheek by Jouls 
for near half a mile, till the roads; for our diffe- 
rent journies, began to divide towards the right 
and left; when the old gentleman ſtopped bis. 
horſe, and, with a mournful tone of voice, bleſ- 
— and; bid me adieu, at the ſame time, 
en ſqueezing my hand, and telling me, he 
never forg —— with which I eſpou- 
100 his —5 and hoping that our laoours 
would not be in vain; and that (and here a tear 
trickled down his cheek) he ſhould once mare, 
ſee his dear loſt child, without whom he could 
never be happy. I joined in his wiſbes, and 
took my leave, being prodigiouſly affected to ſee 
his concern, which I apprehended would be 
eatly increaſed, when the truth of the matter 
fle the ſantaſtie miſis that at preſent blind- 
ed 


— 


* 
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ed his eyes with their illuſions. Full of theſe 
thoughts, I rode on, upon a trot, till LIcame 
within about half a mile of the Squire's, when, 
at ſome diſtance, I heard the trampling of ano- 
ther horſe, and ſoon aſter, to mY no little plea- 
fure, diſcovered ' my comrade y, who no 
fooner knew me, than he ſet ſpurs to his horſe, 
and, in a moment, the diſtance between us. was 
meaſured, and we ſhook each other heartily by 
the hand, putting the ſame queſtion at one and 
the ſame time to each other, of, How came you 
here, Harry? What brought you here, Jemmy ? 
But, continues he, I believe I can tell the deſign 
of your errand as well as you can, which, I ſup- 
poſe is afterme and Miſs Deborah, about whoſe 
Joſs, no doubt, our maſter keeps a fad coil; but, 
ſaith, Jemmy, ſhe's as ſafe, I fancy, by this time, 
as love and the bonds of Hymen can make her, 
Tuts news gave me no ſurprize, and was 
what” I really but diſſembling my 
knowledge, under 'a mask of aſtoniſhment, I 
occaſioned the joyous Harry to go on thus 
I don't doubt, my dear eynical companion, that 
you'll blame me for the hand I had in this af- 
fair; and you would have ſome reaſon, had 
it proceeded from ſpite or-ill-will, as did the 
goat- ſtory; but you muſt know my motives 
were now different. Will Sly has as great a 
friend in my father, as he has in me; for, tho” 
he is now our ſervant, the dog was of as good 
4 family as any in the country, and has had a li- 
beral education; but one — — or other 
reduced him to the neceſſity of obeyin 


ing others, 
for 
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for a livelihood ;/ and his former circumſtances 
are known by few on this ſide the country but 
his preſent maſter, who has thereupon made 
his condition as eaſy as poſſible. Will, who, 
I thought, had no honourable intentions at firſt, 
ſome time ago avowed his deſigns to marry Miſs 
to my father, who encouraged him in it, and 
prone, if he prevailed, to put him into the 

ſt farm he ſhould have vacant, at the time of 
his marriage. All this was foon whiſpered by 
him to his miſtreſs ; and, at one of theſe con- 
ferences, -I was preſent, as a confident z but 
oe have laughed heartily to hear ſo many 
es as paſt, interlarded with ſentences 

of Greek and Latin; in ſhort, they ſpoke their 
ſentiments in the | ge of Anacreon, Sapho, 
Catullus, and Ovid. I never was ſo much di- 
verted; and, at this interview, the parſon's un- 
conquerable averſion to part with his daughter, 
was inſiſted upon by us all, and, in the end, it 
was agreed, that nothing but an elopement, and 
a private marriage, would do the buſineſs. . For 
as he held her as his ſlave, and tyrannized over 
her in fuch a manner, it was proper to put her 
out of his power of diſciplining her, and to make 
her, before diſcovery of her inclinations, the pro- 
perty of an huſband, and Covert Baron, my boy, 
as the lawyers, it ſeems, call it, is a ſure protee- 
tion againſt a father, if he happens to be teſty 
and choleric. So, ſeeing they were both d 
Ay over head and ears in love, and thinki 
they could neither of them do much better, 
Was reſolved to aid this honeſt attempt of Na- 
"wil ture 


44 
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ture to conquer duty; but, at the ſame time, to 
make a ſecret of it to my father, whoſe 04 
I knew would not ſuffer him to give his .con- 
ſent to any clandeſtine und All chin 
were agreed and ſettled, the day fore our 
nighit's walk with our-maſter, who carrying us 
ſo far and fo late, with his learned lecture, put 
me in mind of aiding the lovers in per ſon, by 
flipping away; and, as it I. ſuppoſe, fell out, 
tting his whimſical brain upon 2 wild. gooſe· 
chaſe aſter me, whilſt, at the ſame time I made 
the beſt of my way home, ſaddled Old Pyeball, 
without being ſeen by Rachel, and, at two o- 
clock, having mounted my ſighing expect 
ing lovers, who were waiting, the one behind the 
ſtable, and the other till Rachel tell aſleep, ſup- 
preſſed my inclination to frighten the old wo- 
man, and retired in peace to my father's, where 
I have laid with one of his ſervants, . lefe it it 
this mo unknown to any one elſe of 
family. I ſuppoſe the impaſſioned pair fo 
their, way to Berwick, where they wer 725 1 1 
for Will. had iecured a licence by Ar nend at 
Carliſle. 155 XS. ts 8 * 
Bornow, ee mea partner 
of your adventures, and the old fellow's mad 
2 y, which I was ſorry I could not be 
a ſpectator of: for, I am ſure, nothing could. 
be more diyerting. I warrant he kicked and 
fling like an old horſe with, pepper in his a—c, 
and was a3 touchy and as pettiſh, as a miſer 


robbed of his ne And, Pray, now, Ramble, 


what harm have I been doing? I have relieved 
poor Scholaſtica from the tyranny of a 
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iven her to the arms of a good husband, 
and 5 ere obeyed the will of God, and the la 
of Nature, which never teach us to immure out 
children, but to ſend them forth to increaſe, uni 
multiply,” and repleniſh the "earth. Thus Harry 
oncluded his harangue- like ſtory, and told it in 
0 queerly-arch a ſtile and manner, that Tlaugh- 
ed, till my ſides ached; before his narration was 
emed. And when I: informed him of all the 
parſon's adventures and mine, of the late doleful 
night, I thought he would have gone wild 
with delight, and he ecchozd out every ſen- 
tence wit What pleaſure I loſt. I wiſh I 
ork been there unſeen — Nr a droll old _ 
ow, S. 
Tus diſcourſe deo beteemn bs, whilt,/ ha- . 
| Ny oy rg turned our horſes. heads that way, 
we within fight of the church I had juſt 
before-k left; at which, recollecting m) ſelt, I 
made a full ſtop, and told Harry, that as my ma- 
ſter took the thing ſo heavily, and poſſibly would 
he much more ed when he heard-how the 
affair ſtood in reality, if imparted ſuddenly, or 
by an improper hand, it was more humane, and 
would turn to a better account, for Sly and his 
lady, if we rode back to the Squire's, and told 
him all that had happened, and beg the favour of 
him to ride over to our houſe, and open the 
matter, and endeavour to ſet the fam y to 
rights again. Harry was not of an ill-diipoſed | 
' temper at che bottom; and, after ſome difficulties = 
"conquered, with regard to his ſather's' getting 
knowledge of his ſhare in the adver ture, which 
* did not much care for, he heartily joined in 
my 
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my propoſal, and we turned ourſelves to mea- 
ſure back the ground towards the Holm again; 
Where, within half an hour, we arrived, and, 
having alighted, were ſhewa into the parlour, 
where Ne Squire and his lady were juſt ariſen 
from dinner. 1 had not been there for ſome 
time, and therefore was made as much of as if I 
had been an entire ſtranger Mr Chaſe hu 
me, and; his wife embraced me, and call 
— other ſon; and their joy was ſo Cade, 
ſeeing their two charming boys together, 
| wx reg. chr us, that I drew a good omen from 
it 260 ſucceſs of our buſineſs, — after the 
firſt ſalutations were over, I fell upon, by telling 
all the ſtory, from one end to the other; in which 
relation I took care to caſt ſuch a light on Har- 
.ry's behaviour, as entirely excuſed him to his 
father and mother. I no r concluded, but 
the Squire, turning to his wife, faid— What 
are we and Mr Ramble doing here? — Thanks 
to Mr Goodman; he has made our ſons ſcho-' 
lars: — but how came they by this reaſon, this 
human 1 wit and adroitneſs— that ſurely 
is think its time we ſcat them fur- 
- ther aheld from this wild country, and cultivate 
thoſe talents that I am all admiration at. 
Ihen, turning to us, I tell you what, young 
- gentlemen, — I am ſo pleaſed with your behavi- 
our on this occaſion, and the regard you ſhew 
U „ Og man, your maſter, that III 
go over you immediately, and ſtrive to 
make him eaſy . Will, I am ſure, will make 
à good huſband, and all will be happy. The 
ire goodneſs gave me great pleaſuse, and I 


an- 
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anſwered him with proper acknowledgments ; 
and putting him in mind of my maſter's humour, 
told him I believed it would be of no {:rvice at 
his years to undeceive him ; propoſed, that he 
ſhould defer his viſit till ſome time after our de- 
parture; that, in the mean time, his ſon might 
return with me, and give him ſuch an account 
of his abſence as ſhould make him eaſy un his 
ſcore, and ſuch an one as ſhould tally with his 
preſent pr. poſleſhons. The Squire hugged me, 
and told me, I ſhould direct him; and, after 
wie had been regaled with the beſt che houſe af- 
ford.d, we took our leaves; and mounting 
again, croſied over the country the geareſt way 
to get up with our maſter at farmer Oates's; and, 
before our arrival there, had agre.d ſo tod as 


may een bp en 


CHAP. Xl. 


We meet the new-married Couple I am pleaſed 
with their Manner and Bebaviour— I enter 
the Farmer's, and find My Goodman in great 


_—_— . off — the 


x Manner of Aer 
5 


V .comrade and I., averjaped with our 
treatment; at his father's, purſued our 
Tout with the utmoſt. pleaſure of heart, and I 
began to entertain a much better opinion of his 
temper than I had hitherto done, finding * | 


5 him hafen his D 
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ſo eaſily prevailed upon to act kindly and gene- 
rouſly, and ſo bappy in having done it. My 
diſpoſition, which was pretty grave and circum- 
ſpect, gave me inſenſibly a kind of ſuperiority 
over him, when weighed againſt his gay, thought- 
leſs, ſporting behaviour; and this he tacitly ac- 

_ *knowledged, often, by telling me, he ſhould love 
me better, if I was briſker ; and, adding, Hang 
me, Ramble, if I am not afraid to tell you what 
odd fancies enter my head, left you ſhould 

think me a fool, but for my life I cannot help it; 
and yet I think lm almoſt— as good 2 ſcho- 
lar as you. But do, throw aſide your ſuperabun- 
dant gravity, and let us be more fociable — 
What the devil have lads, of our age, to do with 
thinking? Thus he run on, till we got near 

_ three miles of our journey, when, at ſome diſ- 

tance, we eſpyed a man and a woman on horſe- 
back, who no ſooner approached us near enough 
to be diſtinguiſhed, than we perceived it was Mr 

Sly and his W pes * miſtreſs, We 
were overoyed at meeting as we 
were —.— to let them — how matters 
- were ſituated, and to give them proper directions 

how to act. When we were near enough for 

ſiſpeech, we accoſted them both at the ſame time, 

with wiſhes of joy and happineſs, which Sly re- 

turned in the moſt complaiſant manner; and his 

wife, as-ſhe then was, with a modeſt decline of 

the head, and immediately addreffing herſelf to 

me Dear Mr Ramble, pray acquaint me how 

4 1 does: I can taſte no comfort till 

I hear of his welfare I fear my going — fo 

_ I know his temper, has made ü 
18 M1 
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miſerable! So ſaying, a crimſon bluſh, a mix - 
ture of fear and modeſty, overſpread her 
cheeks, whilſt ſhe waited, with eager attention, 
my anſwer. | | 19995 ut 

Mapa, I returned, your father is well in 
health, but in ſome meaſure diſcompoſed' for | 
your loſs ; which, according to his uſual way of 
thinking, he attributes to other than the real 
cauſes. He is now in ſearchof you, at MrOates's, 
where we are going 


to our houſe, I hope your affair will have a very 
happy iſſue, both for him and you. Then, in 
few words, acquainted her with every thing,: 
and we directed them to repair immediately to 
Mr Chaſe's, till they heard further. Whilſt I was 
ſpeaking, Icould not helpobſerving, withdelight, . 
the viſible alteration her change of fituation had- 
made in her: her face 10 more wore that poring, 
abſtruſe turn of feature, that had, methought, 
rendered her very diſagreeable; but a ſoft, open, 
unconſtrained eaſe, ſat on her countenance, and 
ſmiled in every look; her voice was fallen ſome 
keys lower, and conveyed the ſounds of melting 
tenderneſs, and her whole perſon wore an air of 
innocent freedom, that made me think honeſt Sly 
was very diſcerning in his choice; but if matri- 
mony had made this transformation in the wo- 
man, it had no leſs diſplayed its influence on the 
man, who, conſcious of the charge he bore, now 
ſpoke the nan, in every word and look, 
and all the ſerving man ſeemed overcome by his 
change of condition. Such is the effect of a vir- 
tuous union of the two ſexes, whichimproves and © 
D E brightens 
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brightens the whole ſoul, by introducing all che 
nameleſs heart felt ſympathies, of love, of kindneſs 
and humanity.—— / an! 1 ni 

SHE received the news of her father's health 
with the utmoſt. ſenſibility, and her concern at 
his diſorder was expreſſed by a filent tear, that 
trickled down her cheek ; and, when we parted, 
ſhe i beſought us both to keep up his ſpirits, as 
well as we could, till ſhe came home, which ſhe 
hoped could not be long, adding, ſhe ſhould love 
us as her brothers, as long as ſhe lived, for our 
kindneſs and good offices; nor was Sly behind 
hand in his ſhare of thanks to us, for the intereſt 
we took in his concerns. Soon after this encoun- 
ter, we came within ſight of the farmer's, upon 
which Harryalighting, tied his horſe in an obſeure 
thicket, and waited till Iſhould have been ſome 
time in the houſe before he approached: I was 
ſoon there, and was welcomed very kindly by 
the family, and introduced to my-maſter, Who 
was in an inner apartment, and, it being now 
almoſt evening, had returned from his weary 
Zarch, ' as had the farmer and his ſervants, 
without any intelligence of his daughter; fo 
that i no body could prevail upon him either to 
eat or drink, he was ſo given up to melancholy 
and deſpair. When 1 entered the room, he was 

fitting by a table, on which he had reclined his 

arms and head, and was ſighing moſt bitterly, 
und ever and anon, in loud complaints, uttering 
tho name of his Deborah. — What — what is be- 

come of my dear child my loving child? — 


Tſhall never ſee thee more Three times 
 Jigalled/him, without being heard, till Mr Oates 
0 — awakened 
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zwakened him; by halloing in his ear, that Mr 
Ramble wanted to ſpeak to him. "Ramble! cries” 
he, where is my dearboy,and, jumping up, caught 
me by the hand, aſking me, at the ſame time, 
with precipitation, if Thad heard any news of 
Harry or his daughter; and, for the firſt time, 
that can, upon recollection, charge myſelf 
with, I broke the bonds of truth, and told him, 
No; at which he returned again to his former 
ſituation, and bewailed his misfortune more 
heavily than before. I was full of concern at 
the ſight, and to put an end to part of his diſ- 
treſs as ſoon as poſſible, I went to the door, and, 
at a great diſtance, faw Harry marching towards 
the houſe, at which I uttered a cry of joy, and, 
running into the room again, informed my ma- 
ſter of the unexpected fight, as the forerunner 
of the-recovery of his daughter. He once more 
jumped from his ſorrowing poſture, and ſaying— 
Where — Where ?— bounced thro” the door, 
and was in a moment in the yard; but Harry 
having taken a round, with an intent to come 
upon us more ſuddenly, he could not ſee him, 
and treating his appearance as an illuſion, re- 
turned ſtill more diſconſolate into the parlour ; 
but he had not been there long, when, going to 
the door again, I returned with the very individual 
Harry, who had ſo long lain under the power 
of inchantment, as our poor maſter ſuppoſed; 
but the arch rogue ſtared ſo wildly about him, 
and imitated the maniac ſo well, by his diſtorted 
words and geſtures, © that I could with dif- 
freulty refrain laughter: he had alſo ungartered 
his ſtockings, which 12 fallen about his hee ls, 

x * 2 and 
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and had torn a E of his coat. to 
the bottom. When he entered, my maſter, 
.. jc ne A his manner, ſtared ſome time 
earneſtly at him, and then aſked him where. 
very ea been the re day and night; up- 
on which, ſcout! wy 19 the other {ade of the 
room, he CAA What authority have you 
9 inquire? — Been! been thro' lake and 
mere, thro' bog and mire— over mountain and 
moor— been ſtripped to the ſkin— been harraſ-. 
ſed with —.— and now am come I know 
not from whence. All this he pronounced 
as quick as his tongue cquld move, and, at the 
cloſe, affected to ſhed tears. My maſter, imme- 
_ diately raifing his voice, — the ſpirit, that 
he imagined had taken poſlefſion, of him, and 
then, kneeling, faid an 2 prayer; du- 
ring which ceremony, Harry ſeemed to be in 
great agonies, and when it was ended, as if ſome 
preſhve weight had been removed from him, 
3 his breath quick and ſhort, and kneeling. 
before our maſter, begged his bleſſing, which he 
beſtowed upon him with the moſt profound 
gravity, and thanked God for the wonderful de- 
liverance wrought for him, and hoped it was a 
preſage of ſtill better fortune in the recovery of 
his daughter. 1 obſerved, with pleaſure, that 
now his mind was ſomewhat eaſier. and there- 
fore told hini. that 1 had ſeen Mr Chaſe, who, 
by this time, was come over to our houſe, and 
22 to confer with him upon ſome affairs N 
ne ah Nay, Sir, 1 ventured to add, I 
aid he was able to give you ſome news 
of Mib Deborah. Ha, * e Ip 
2 Ml 


ay fo my dear? let us haſten our . 
if he can make me happ by the reſtoration of 
my daughter; thank 854 have a ſon to give 
. no — miraculouſly recovered—— God be 

iſed for all thin age And, with theſe words, 
was going directly away, had not the farmer 
and his rife urged tbe neceſſity of taking ſome 
refreſhment, which, to my Ho joy, he ac- 
cepted of; but eat very ſparing y, Whilſt Har- 
ry and I fell too like famiſh'd 4 for 
our ſpirits were quite jaded, and our appe- 
tites excited by our dt and various adven- 
tures. At ſupper, our maſter ventured to. in- 
quire of Harry how he was taken from us, and 
where he had been; but Harry was prepared 
wich an anſwer, telling him, that he remembered 
nothing at all of the matter; but that he found 
bimſelf, he knew. not how, upon one of his fa- 
ther's horſes, ut break of day, which ſome how 
or other he was compelledto tie to a buſh, and 
involuntarily to .come to the houſe, where we 
then were. | The farmer and his wife and the 
parſon lifted up their eyes, full of wonder and 
aſtoniſhment; and to confirm what he ſaid, the 
farmer ſent one of his fervants for the horſe, 
which he found in the place deſcribed, and 
brought to us. All this produced a longer diſ- 
ſertation than ordinary from Goodman, in his 
uſual ſtrain; and, fupper ended, we mounted 
our- horſes to depart homeward, the farmer of- 
fering kindly to accompany us, in order to bring 
back thoſe on which my maſter- and I 

We ſoon got home, and ali hting, were received 

wn _ ſeeming ＋ 5 by Rachel, _ 
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had been trembling ſor our ſafety and her own, 
ever ſince out departure; but when ſhe heard 
nothing of her miſtreſs, redoubled her tears, 
which had ran, one would have thought, in 
plenty ſufficient, before, to dry up their ſources. 
Wx had hardly been in the houſe an hour be- 
| fore Squire Chaſe, late as it was, arrived ;. at 
whoſe appearance my maſter put on more chear- 
fulneſs than he had worn for many hours, and, 
from what 1 had told him, welcomed him as a 
perſon that was to reſtore eaſe and . to not 

ee * ; 6 wat 9+ 
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he Diſcourſe between the Squireandthy 2727 

Rachel's Behaviour he conſents' to his 
_ Daughter and his Son-in-law— they viſit him, 
and he is reconciled to them they make 4 whey 
* to him, which he embraces. 


H E firſt ſalutation over, an additional bilee 
| upon the fire, and a botile of the 
| parſon' s ale upon the table, the Squire began his 
iſcc urſe with the parſon, thus: I don't doubt, 
[r Goodman, that you have been under a very 
intimate concern about your daughter's abſence; 
and, had I the taſk of talking to a man of leſs 
ſenſe and reaſon than yourſelf, I ſhould be at a 
loſs to impart, in a proper manner to you, the 
buſineſs I came upon; but as I know, your ami- 
able temper, and your thorough knowledge of 
Auman nature, I ſhall not heſitate to acquaint 
you, that your dapghter, Sir,— is married. — is 
. ; married 


- 
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married to a ſervant of mine, whom you haye 
often ſeen — named William Sly; —— but a 
man in no degree inferior to her. The parſon 
could contain himſelf no longer; Married, Sir, 
do you fay ? — and without my conſent ! — 
the jilt ! — married !— I renounce her for ever. 
Married to a raſcal of a ſervant a fellow 
of no account an ignoramus a ſcoundrel!— 
Have I for this taught her the learned languages 
for this Hold, Sir, replies the Squire, bad 
words beget worſe.—— True, Sir — returns the 
parſon I ask your pardon— Maledico male- 
dicens pejus audiet— pray proceed. Why, 
Sir, he reſumed, I was going to tell you Sly 
is no ſcoundrel, but an unfortunate gentleman, 
who having run thro” a pretty fortune— rather 
choſe the condition of a ſervant than to main- 
tain his former character, by worſe employ- 
ments F knew him, and received him into 
my family rather as a friend than a ſervant— he 
has long loved your daughter— ſhe loved him 
but fearful you would not give your conſent, 
they have ſtolen a wedding, and are now at my 
houſe.—— Don't be angry, Mr Goodman; but 
hear me out.. I won't, Sir, replies the par- 
ſon, biting his lips. Ira furor brevis eft— I will 
hear you patientiy.—»— Now, Sir, I promiſe you, 
upon my word and-honour, if you will forgive 
this fault, that love has made them commit, III 
immediately put him into a farm of threeſcore 
pounds a year, which is already well ſtocked, 
in which I don't fear their doing well. —— Wil 
has ſeen his follies— knows enough of life to 
make him prize and: follow the maxims of ſa- 
Raa. E 4 briety 
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briety and induſtry.—— III lay my -life, bel! 
make you a good ſon- in- law » your 
daughter's learning is not thrown away 
him; he is himſelf a good ſcholar, and can talk 
Latin. I am glad to hear that, however, in- 
-terrupts the parſon ; that's a very good circum- 
3 but you ſay he has been Epicuri de-gre- 

porcus— if he is notreformed, what a terrible 
Lime will my poor child have of it! Aye 

aye— I fee it now— nothing but his learning 
could have conquered her. Well, if he 
proves _— huſband, it is well he has rob- 
bed me of my companion— my ſupport— 1 
ean never forgive him. Not too faſt, Sir, ſays 
the Squire; he is quite reformed ; he is a very 
ſober man— we muſt expect women ſhould be 
women to cloyſter them up to make them 
ſourly or unſociably wiſe, is contradicting the 
laws of nature and pruvidence— you have had 
her ſervice long enough, *twas high time for 
her to enter into life, to become more uſeful to 
ſociety Love does wonders. True, Amer 
wintit omnia,— I perceive, ſays Goodman, there 
is no oppoling it I am Sir, — upon 
your account I forgive her. I will heartily 
. which I have carefully laid up as a proviſion for 
her in caſe of my deceaſe,— I'll beftow it upon 
her I'll do any thing for her benefit; and 
here the good old man wept. We were all 
moved with his tender condeſcenfion, and 
Harry whiſpered in my car, that his maſter be- 
gan to riſe in his opinion greatly. Sir, ſays the 
Squire, you now appear to be the ſame good 
3+: 11 man 
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man I ever thought you, and you'll reap the blef- 
ſed fruits of your pardon. If ſhall be my con- 
ſtant ſtudy to patronize the young rout wok _ 
| 2 be every day more and more pleaſed 

e match hell be the beſt companion in the 
— for you; his ſtudies have turned the ſame 
way; he has read Paracelſus, Van Helmont, 
Glauber, and the reſt of the philoſophers by fire ; 
he has laboured after the tinctura philoſophorum, 
the mercurius pbiloſe the miraculum munds, 
lapis philoſephorum, the gas and blas, with Van 
Helmont's archeus or ſpirit of 4 and rag 
underſtands the ſcience of al/chymy. Thi 
harangue, which was calculated to hit the par- 
ſon's prevailing humour, completed the Squire's $ 

- conqueſt, and he aſſumed the gayeſt behaviour I 
ever ſaw him before. Farmer Oates com- 

mended his reſolution.— and merrily ſaid, See, 
Sir, the fruits of our day's labour inſtead of 
finding your daughter in the. clutches of the de- 

vil, we find her in the arms of a good huſband, 
and Pra ſure that's the beſt fortune. The 
Squire was all glee at the happy ſucceſs of his 
mediation, and Harry and myſelf partook of the 

neral ſatisfaction. As to poor Rachel, ſhe, at 

In news of the marriage, exclaimed diterly | 
with her maſter, and cal ed her miſtreſs wanton 
buſſey, and a good many other ſuch old-maid-like 
expreſſions ; but the Sereno the tables were 
turned, ſhe alſo reered about, and ſaid, that 
truly the always thought Mr Sly a very clever 
 man— nay, I think ſaid gentleman ; and 
ſhe did not fear but her — miſtreſs would be 
ay happy: and, in ſhort, the parſon, at the 
E 5 Cloſe 
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cloſe of the evening, conſented they ſhould pay 
him a viſit, and the Squire promiſed to bring 
them over the very next morning. This mat> 
ter; ſettled, the doctor fell upon the ſtory: of 
Harry's being bewitched or poſſeſſed, which he 
told. in-ſo grave a ftrain, that,' tho' the Squire 
was near burſting with laughter, he bit his lips 
o preſerve appearances ; at the ſame time-caſt- 
ing a ſide glance, of approbation and pleaſure to- 
wards us, at the ſucceſs of our contrivance: and 
now the glaſs flew merrily about, to the. bride 
and bridegroom's health, nor was the Squire or 
farmer ſuffered to depart, till the beſt fowl the 
parſon had was devoured for ſupper, and the 
hour of midnight approached, when he took his 
leave to return home; and the: parſon and his 
whole family retired. to bed, full of ale, and as 
full of content. IP | Peha: u 
Tux Sun had cheared the face of Nature, and 
ſhed: his reviving influence around, for the ſpace 
of three or four hours, when Rachel, the only 
early riſer that morning in the family, told us, It 
was time to leave our beds; and breakfaſt was 
but juſt concluded, when we heard our gueſts 
approach. Goodman, whoſe heart yearned to 
fee his daughter, was in a perfect hurry of ſpi- 
rits, when the Squire's lady led her in, as he 
did Mr Sly, and both, falling upon their 
knees before him, he tenderly raiſed them, and 
prayed God to bleſs them; adding, that he hears 
nly forgave their marrying without his conſent; 
and, in a more ſolemn tone, that he hoped God 
would do ſo too. The behaviour of both was 
becoming and modeſt, and the huſband 1 
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him, in the moſt polite terms, that his goodneſs 
made ſo deep an impreſſion upon him, that he 
would ſtrive, by every action of his future fe, 
to deſerve it. If ever I received à greater plea- 
ſure than ordinary, it was at this inſtant, to ob- 
ſerve the contented looks of my good old maſter, 
whoſe heart overflowed with a Rnſe of his hap- 
pineſs; the delight of his daughter, now re- 
-lieved from the tyranny ſhe had long endured, 
and ſenſible of the return of her father's favour, 
the gratification: of a laudable paſſion and incli- 
nation, and a view of ſtill-increaſing felicity; 
the perfect ſatisfaction of her huſband, who ap- 
peared infinitely fond of his wife, and of every 
opportunity of pleaſing her, and the joy of the 
Squire and his lady, who were charmed with the 
occaſion of doing good, and did it with a 
grace peculiar to themſelves. The parſon open- 
ed his bag, and, "taking out the long impriſoned 
treaſure, that his parſimony had hoarded together, 
beſtowed it, with a wholeſome lecture of advice, 
on his ſon-in-law, who received it in a manner 
that gave the donor a high opinion of his good 
ſenſe ; for he directly gave it to his wife, telling 
her, he would defire it at her hands, when he 
ſhould have made it appear, that he conſulted 
her intereſt in all his actions. A dinner was 
provided; the neighbouring farmers and their 
wives came to pay their reſpects to the new- 
-married couple, and the day was ſpent in'a moſt 
agreeable manner, and all parties went away mu- 
tually pleaſed with each other. The Squire and 
his lady took Mr Sly and his wife back again 
with them, determining not to loſe their com- 
_ 58 E 6 pany 
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pany till they were ſettled in their farm, and in- 
vited all the gueſts to their houſe the next day, 
not forgetting even honeſt old Rachel, to whom 
the bride and bridegroom made a very bandſome 
2 which entirely gained them a place in 


Tux next morning the parſon arrayed himſelf, 
with more care than uſual, to pay his viſit, and 
- Rachel being alſo equipped in her beſt bib and 
. tucker, prepared to fet out for the Squire's, be- 
ing attended by Farmer Oates, his dame, and 
. ſeveral other farmers and their wiyes, who form- 
ed a kind of cavalcade in honour of their good 
paſtor and his daughter; nay, the young men 
-of the vicinity, having, by the Squire's order, 
dreſſed themſelves in clean ſhirts and ribbands, 
came prepared to run before the — 
that we made a very gay appearance, and look 
ed as if we were going to celebrate the diverſions 
aof à country wake. The proceſſion moved 
fowly forward, and within about half a mile of 
the Syuire's, we were joined by him, his lady, 
und numbers of their friends and acquaintance, 
«who were invited upon the occaſion ; and, at 
ur arrival, the parſon was received by his ſon- 
in- law and his daughter, dreſſed in new habili- 
ments, a preſent from their kind benefactor, who 
inſiſted, that day, that they ſhould be ma- 
ſter and miſtreſs of the feaſt; and, to complete 
all our ſatisfactions, we had not been long there, 
before my ſather and mother alſo alighted, ba- 
[yipg had notice for that purpoſe from Mr Chaſe. 
I had not ſeen them fer ſometime, and now firft 
began to take notice of that ſuſperior air Og 
o ä 
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they wore above their neighbours, at which I 

was moſt ſenſibly ftruck, and received their 
tender careſſes with an awe and reverence, I 1 
had never been inſpired with before in ſo inti- 

mate a manner. Miſs and her ſpouſe behaved to 
admiration in their office, and I perceived in all 

the actions of Mr Sly, that gentility and polite» 

neſs that diſtinguiſhes the well-bred man from 
the clown. was mirth and jollity ; the doors 

were thrown open, to every comer and goer ; 
the glaſs was circulated with generous freedom ; 

.the table ſmoaked with plenty of the beſt proyi- 
ſions the country afforded ; and an univerſal face 
of content and humour reigned every 

where around us. When the evening began 
to caſt its ſhades around, moſt of the com- 
retired, well pleaſed, to their ſeveral ha- 

. —— 3 but the parſon and my father and mo- 
ther were preyailed upon to ſtay till next day, 
in order to accompany the new-married pair to 
their farm, which lay about a mile from Mr 
Chaſe's; and, as ſoon as we had breakfaſted, 
we ſet out for the rural ſcene, which was deſtin- 
ed for their future abode, where a dinnerwas or- 
dered to be ready at a proper time. The houſe 
as neat, and contained all the neceſſary domeſtic 
implements, and the barns and outhouſes were 
in thorough repair; the fences in good condi- 
tion, and a ftock upon the ground; together 
with between twenty and thirty head of cattle, 

and ſome ſheep, which were a preſent from my 
father to Sly's wife. The parſon, at this 


Mr 
pn light, could not contain his tranſports 
Sratitude; but, embracing the ſquire, and my 
1 father, 
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' father,” in broken diſordered accents, thanked 
them fot all their favours; adding, with tears 
in his eyes, that tho” he was too old to ſhew his 
ſenſe of ſuch obligations himſelf, he hoped his 
children would live to let them ſee they had not 
ſowed their good ſeed in barren ground. 
father, taking him in his arms, made him this 
reply, Behold, my dear Mr Goodman, pointin 
to Harry and me, thoſe dear proofs of your * 2 
neſs and benevolence ; you will now fſhorth 
return them into our hands with improvements 
that do as much honour to your care and inſtru- 
"ion, as they give pleaſure and ſatisfaction to us 
How can we ſufficiently acknowledge this 
goodneſs, without making your eaſe and wel- 
re; and that of your family our moſt intimate 
ſtudy? Take theſe, as the ſmalleſt part of the 
return of thoſe obligations we lie under to you, 
and, if theſe youths do not inherit their father's 
ſentiments, they belie their parentage, and all 
the knowledge you have inſpired them with. 
We bowed— what followed was ſilent, yet too 
expreſſive for words to deſcribe. After dinner, 
Mr Sly taking his father-in-law by the hand, led 
him into an apartment that we had not yet een, 
wherein was a pretty collection of books, and the 
furniture neater than that ofthe reſt of the houſe 
and when we were all there, ſpoke thus to the 
old gentleman—— Sir, I have taken from you 
pr Poco 3 but, by this gentleman's dete, 
I make you a propoſal that I hope you will ac- 
cept.— This apartment is deftined for your 
uſe, if you'll honour it with” your reſidence 
here you will ſtill receive the kind attendance of 
8 * my 
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my vie, and the ſervices of Rachel, and will 
be witneſs of the harmony that I hope will ever 
ſubſiſt betwtea us. Your houſe. is almoſt in 
Tuins, and will be a deſart to you, when the young 
gentlemen have left you : pray, Sir, remove to. 
us, and make us entirely happy. The Squire 
and my father, as had been before conſulted, in- 
forced this requeſt with their intreaties; and the 
parſon, after ſome ſcruples had been overcome, 
about his diſtance fro: his church, which he 
called his wife, and ſome other matters, accepts 
ed of the invitation, and promiſed to remove to 
them, when he ſhould have the misfortune, 
which he ſaid, with a ſigh, he found was too 
near, of loſing his dear boys, who he looked” 

upon as the pride and glory of his years. 'x 


| u 
We have Mr Sly. in his Farm— return to the 
Squire's— Debates about the future Diſpoſal of 


my Comrade and me— we take leave of Mr 
Goodman — Harry is ſem to Oxford— re. 


turn home— apply myſelf to Rudy. 5 


T the. cloſe of the evening, we took our 
leave of Mr Sly and his ſpouſe, who part- 

ed with us with s ance, and returned to M 
Chaſe's, taking Mr Goodman with us, after, 
in his accuſtomed manner, he had beſtowed his 
benediction upontheir whole houſhold, and given 
them publickly his fatherly documents and ad- 
ww wijeh, ng _ 122 wann — 


upon 

and me, at which we offered to with - 
draw, but were prevented by the Squire, who 

proteſted he we were now intitled, 
our knowledge and ſagacity, to mingle in their 
cloſeſt · counſels; and, to ſtrengthen what he ſaid, 
Mr Goodman averred he never made a ſecret of 
any of his concerns to us, and had 5 
gathered new light by our arguments, and found 
us as capable of adviſing as perſons of thrice our 
age. As to Harry, ſaid the Squire, I intend, 
neighbour Ramble, to ſend him ſpeedily to the 
univerſity, there to finiſh thoſe ſtudies he has 
made ſo happy an introduction to, under. Mr 
Goodman; and before he pets a taſte of the 
country diverſions, and dwindles into a mere ru- 
Mic gentleman, which was very unhappily my 

caſe: If there he diſcovers. a particular bias 

the ſtudy of law, phyſic, or divinity, he ſb 

perſue either; by which means, if he becomes 
eminent, he will improve his fortune, and be 
a public benefit to mankind; or, if he meets with 
diſcouragements in his profeſſion, can with ho- 
your retire to his patrimonial eftate, which will 
always be a protection againſt any mean or dirty 
actions, in the way of life he chooſes ; and i 
could wiſh, you would incline to let your fon 
bear him company, that their friendſhip may be 
invigorated, they may prove mutual helps to each 
other, and go hand in hand thro* the ways of 
| life... Vou honour me, Sir, greatly, replied my 
father, in the regard you expreſs for me and * 
3 | z 


— 


JAMES RAMBLE. n 89 
ſon; but, as he is no 2 I think him 
too young for academical diſcipline ; and, beſide, 
I am as yet not determined what method of life 
to place him in: but as I have met with many 
turns and viciſſitudes of fortune, and, I believe, 


12 want of conſideration in my parents, 
willing to give myſelf a longer time for 


Tefletion, th than Maſter Harry's age will permit 
toſpare him from the furtherpurſuit oft 
IJ am in hopes ſome favourable con 

other, will adminiſter to the renewal of their 
friendſhip and intimacy again, of which T fhall 
ever be very proud and: folicitous : at-preſcnt 
my inclination leads me to have him with me 
for ſome years, by which I ſhall diſcover his par- 
ticular bent and genius, and be able to lay fuch 
a plan for his future welfare, as my fortune and 
circumſtances will allow of. This reply was 
thought ſo reaſanable, that it occafioned no fur- 
ther debate; and when my maſter went home, 
we were told, that in about a week, our fathers 
would come to take us from his hands, and re- 
lieve him from the trouble of our further inſtrue- 
tion. We had, indeed, climbed up to the ve- 
xy apex of Mr Goodman's knowledge, who 
had pronounced us as intelligent in the 
learned as himſelf; and as to any 
thing further, he either had loſt his ideas of it, - 
or ＋* — to enter with 1 — 
nity thinking we were bo 8 
for the univerſity. As to his notions of divinity 
and philoſophy, it was our happineſs, that he 
never ventured to matriculate us in either ; and 


that we had inmbibed mean ſeatinenss of dioah 
ties 
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lities that way, from our fathers, who had often 
guarded us againſt any of his high-flown ſuperſtt- i 
tous opinions. 
Tux poor man took on greatly at the thoughts 
of our leaving him ſo ſoon ; he looked upon us 
as his children, and indeed, notwithſtanding his 
oddities, we loved him like a parent; and, for 
my part, in particular, being of a'very' tender 
diſpoſition, I could not think of the ſeparation 
without pain. Thus it is; to perſons of thought. 
ful tempers, the bidding adieu to old habitations, 
places of reſort, or to eftabliſhed acquaintance, 
gives a great ſhock ; but it is not ſo with the 
gay, and volatile, whoſe conceptions are too 
-quick to ſettle with intenſe fondneſs upon any 
particular object, but rove at large, and feel few 
of thoſe intimate diſpleaſures in change. We 
now laid by our books, and the old gentleman, 
willing to have as much of our company as poſ- 
ſible, was continually walking out with us, either 
to his daughter's, who went on very happily,-or 
ſome of his neighbouring "Hock, every _ 
proclaiming the loſs he was 4 g to ſuſtain. At 
length, our fathers came, and came in the morn- 
ing, that their departure might not be too ab- 
rupt; but the old man turned pale at the fight 


of them, and honeſtly told them, that, for tbe 


firſt time, he ſhould belie his mind, if he bid 
them welcome. Come, returns my father, tho 
the youths are going to leave you, you'll have 
the Reabere of frequently ſeeing them, and ob- 
ſerving, with pleaſure, in every future improve- 
mint, the good eſſects of the ground- work you 
muy laid ; and now you ate freed fromthiy taſk; 
we 
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we lan ſee you ſomewhat oftner at our houſes ; 
a a pleaſure that has been too much abridged to us 
kince- you: have had them under your care. 
IT ux Squire alſoput on an airof ſomuch gaity, 
that, at length, our maſter's gloom began to 
clear up, and, from frequent . of our de- 
parture, and dhe hopes given him of often ſeeing 
us, his pain in reflecting upon the occurrence 
leſſened, at length was entirely diſſipated, and 
he joined in the converſation with his uſual 
chearfulneſs. Come, come, ſays my father, 
we. muſt reconcile ourſelves to the abſence of 
theſe ſtriplings, that we may ſee them return to 
us with ſtyl ſurtber iniprovements, for their own 
beneſit and that of their country: Who knows, 
doctor, but they may turn this part of Nor- 
thumberland into an Acbaia, and civilize our 
rugged deſarts, and poliſh our booriſh! neigh- 
bours, with every uſeful art. Perhaps provi- 
dence has ordained, tbro* their means, that the 
name of Gaadman ſhall become immortal, and 
. tac in fame thoſe of Plato, Socrates, or Ari- 
ſtotle, preceptors who have been; almoſt reve- 
ö as deities. The parſon ſmiled and bow- 
ed, the Squire hailed: the ſpeech as prophetic, 
and proteſted he had great hopes, that che Chaſes 
and the Rambles would become very conſpicu- 
ous families. The parſon's remaining ſtock of 
ale was poured out, in numerous libations, to 
our healths, happineſs, and proſperity, and the 
_ duſk of the evening was near approaching, when 
we had notice given us to collect our books 
and - cloaths together, and prepare for our 
* This buſineſs finiſhed, our horſes 


now 
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now ſaddled, and brought to the door, the wor- 
thy old incumbent, taking each of us by the 

hand, and, hemming twice or thrice to clear his 

Junge, with an elevated tone of voice, thus ad- 
Areſſed us: My dear children! fot ſo I think 
-T have a title to call you, as well from the affec- 
tion I bear you, as from the care I have taken to 
improve your minds. You are now going to be 
ſeparated from me, to purſue ſuch paths of life 
as your parents ſhall point out to you, or your 
inclinations ſhall lead you to. As to the further 
purſuit of your ſtudies I have given you, before, 
all the inſtructions I an capable of; but as what 
I hall further inſiſt upon, may come with ſome 
weight from an old man you Iove, and ſink 
_ [deep into minds, when ſpoken in the mo- 
ment of ion; I proceed my dear 


| boys, to conjure you in all your words and ac- 


Tions, to have a ferious regard to that ſupreme 
being who formed you, and whoſe good provi- 
dence will prove your continual protection and 
ſupport, whilſt you adhere to the practice of 
virtue and prudence. Endeavour to perſevere 
in thoſe maxims of duty, and filial reverence to 
Four: = that " have always inculcated to 
: ve with an open, generous good- 
il towards mankind, and make a conſcience in 
all your words and actions, of ſhewing honour, 
-uprightneſs and punctuality; by which you will 
ſecure the confidence of others, and be thorough - 
I at peace, and fatisfied with yourſelves. If 
1 ſhould incline either of you to the prieſt- 
hood, which is my hearty prayer, be ſure that 
 _youdehave, whilft ſtudents, in ſuch a manner as 


* 


to ſecure the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
I fear, by what has reached my ears, is participa- 
ted of by few of my brethren, at preſent, who 
ſeem to direct all their views to the Mammon of 
ynrighteouſneſs, In my perſon, you have had 
ſome late inſtances of the importance, the facred 
importance of this heavenly: function; which, 


imp 
if you are inclined to embrace, muſt raiſe your 
ſentiments ger — awe and 
veneration, and ſecure you from acting in any 
thing derogatory to the divine miſſion / you will 
then be honoured: with. Finally, my deareſt 
children, remember your old tutor who 
loves you whe wiſhes your happineſs, beth in 
his life and that which is to come, and who 
will never ceaſe praying to God, that the dews 
of his heavenly grace may he ſhed upon you. 

Amen— Amen! At this concluſion, the old 
gentleman could not refrain from tears, and the 
tender action with which he embraced us, cau- 
ſed the ſame ſenſation in us, whilſb the two 
gentlemen looked upon one another very.much: 
moyed, admiring at the; mingled, ſenſe: 
and oddity of our maſter's far . oration. 
We took the way to the Squire's, where my 
father was prevailed upon to ſpend the evening, 
and not to return home until next morning, and: 
Harry and, myſelf received great fatisfaCtion 
by being ſomewhat longer together; for tho” 
we had not perhaps had the very fondeſt affec- 
tion for each other, we had enough to make 
our deſtined ſeparation painful, after ſpending 
ſo many. years. in each other's ſociety. It was 
this evening then, that we renewed our. pro- 


that ſhe would make my abode as 
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of friendſhip and remembrance, and we parted 


the next morning, Harry being very elate at his 


e JourneF to the univerſity, to which he 


and I, quite tranſported at 
= Meas of the uninterrupted. tranquillity I ſhould 


enjoy, for ſome time, under the wings of my 
parents, and in anne me _ 
2 L dies.” Mt; oi 241 


Mr möcher received me. her fun eng- 


| by omar and kemed overcome with ſatiſ- 


when my father told her, ſhe ſhould 


lave my company for two or three years at 


hame. She embtaced me, and promiſed, then, 
agre:able to 
me as poſſible. Tho I had often reflected upon 


the different manners of my parents, from thoſe 


of the: people I faw around us, my not having 
hen uſed to them for ſome - 9 9 wes 4 
and agreeable way of rde 64 a double 
orce; methought I was now removed from a 
deſart of clowniſhneſs and want of politeneſs, to 
all that delicacy and ſoftneſs of manners, that 
my ſoul natively loved; I began to breathe a 
different air, and to be inſpired with higher 
fentimentsthan I had ever yet entertained. The 
-perſon's uſual diſcourſe demanded all my 
reſpect to induce attention; it had been dry, in- 
ſipid, and wanted that variety, and thoſe rokes 
of penetration, I now began to be accuſtomed 
to: compared to the common converſation at my 
preſent abode, it ſeemed like the harſh diſcordant 
founds: of an untuned inſtrument, put into com- 
petition with the harmonious melody, produced 
120 he 3 maſterly touches of a Feſtin or a 
Loung. 


* 


me, to his ſmall, but well choſen li 
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Young. The whole family rejoiced at my com- 
ing home, and the e e eee, 


ing their new gueſt; but, what beyond meaſure 
pleaſed me, was an introduction my father gave 
in I ſoon became acquainted with the beſt Eng- 
liſh. authors, and, by his kind affiftance 

car's time, not only read the French, but by 
requent converſations with him and my me- 


ther, was able to expreſs my ſentiments in it, 


with readineſs and perſpicuity. All this while, 
the great knowledge and penetration my father 
diſplayed, in diſcourſing, upon every fubjeQ, 
more and more puzzled me to account for it; I 
heard him with admiration, and his eaſy and fa- 


miliar manner of expreſſing himſelf, captivated 


all my faculties to attention: yet, my reverence 


to him was ſo great, that I could not bring my- 


ſelf to aſk him queſtions he ſeemed ſtudiouſſy to 
avoid. There were myſteries, I could diſcover, 
which. I was not yet to unriddle, by ſeveral 
hints that fell from him and my mother, in their 
rejoicing at the progreſs 1 made, in every thing I 
attempted; ſeeming to indicate, that ſome deſign 


or other would be anſwered by it, to our mutual 


benefit. e 
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; | t, by ſome en- 
preſſion or other, teſtified ſatisfaction at behold. 


„ in a 
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9 8 CHAP. ©, 
th Father meets with a great Mis bis 
 Babanicnr” thereon — — of of John Jen- 
| kynsto me about it— it s very ious 
to mi» Afr Poundage's Visit, and on what ac- 
' count-—» bis charater— my Father ſends me on 
eme Bufineſs to the Duke, ee Mgt 
- Perſan and Abilities. 


\HUS, winged with 8 and i 
content, I my hours paſſed too ſwiftly 
away, and I reached my fifteenth. year, 
the increaſed tenderneſs 5 theſe worthy MN 
and the civility and affection of all our ſervants 
2 neighbours, to whom I behaved, in ſo kind 

ood-natured. a manner, as to captivate 
dach earts. Inſpired by the example of my fa · 
ther, I omitted no ity. c of performing 
all the little ſervices, in the vicinity, that my 
abilities would reach; and, by this time, from 
being applied to, to become their ſeribe, I was 


| acquainted wiah all the concerns of the farmers, 


and was the repolitory of the ſecrets of every love- 
ſick ſwain, 91175 fair one, within —— 
of our houſe. My turn of expreſſion, in theſe 
billets of the latter kind, ſo happily hit the incli- 
nations of my employers, that I never read them 
over to them, without a number of awkward 


grins and ſhrugs of ſatisfaction, and the rantipole 


wenches, could hardly refrain from ſqueezing 
in their arms. In ſhort, I ſucceeded my 


in all the little offices of this ſort, and be- 
gan, 
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gan, in my turn, to be the oracle of the coun- 
try, ſcarce” atiy thing of importance, already, 
being tranſacted without previouſly "conſulting 
me as well as bim. A very ſevere trial, which 
happened about this time, ſomewhat allayed our' 
joys, and mingled with gall our ſatisfactions. I 
told my reader, before, that my father dealt very 
conſiderably in breeding cattle ; but a mortality 
amongſt them, ſwept off, in three weeks, above 
two thirds of his ſtock, to the loſs of ſome hun- 
dred pounds: In vain all his ſkill, and the ſu- 
perior abilities of his faithful man Jenkyns, 


were employed to ſtop the cruel ravages of 


the diſeaſe; on every ſide the poor creatures 
dropt and expired, and this terrible murrain, 
not only aſſailed our beaſts, but attacked, as fa- 
tally, thoſe of many of our neighbours, to the 
impoveriſhment of a number of families, whoſe” 
chief dependence lay in that commodity.” - At 

my father ſeemed ſomewhat touched with 
otief at this diſpenſation of providence, and 
carneſtly gazing upon the ruins cauſed by it, 
would frequently fetch a deep ſigh, and look* 
upon my mother and me wich a face, in which 
an intimate concern was very viſible. But we 
were miſtaken, in imagining theſe tokens of ſor-" 
row proceeded from his particular loſs; no; he 
ſoon explained himſelf, by a moſt pathetic and 
judicious diſcourſe, on the vanity and unter- 
tainty of human' affairs, the brevity of our dura- 
tion here, the plain proofs to be drawn from 
thence of a future ſtats of exiſtence, and our du- 
ty to act in ſuch a manner as to be able to mect 
every misſortune with patience and magrani- 

Vol. I. mity. 


| 


MO 
= - 
— ore — —— — — ——ö — — —— — Wer 2 
— 1 —— — — - * * . 7 — 


* 


[ 


38, THE ADVENTURES OF 
mity.. His grief was excited merely by the mi- 
ſerable condition of many of his honeſt neigh- 
bours, who were not able to ſupport their loſs, 
and who, thus, were in a minute robbed of the 
fruits of a life of labour and induſtry. He had, 
during the whole time of the peſt, generouſſ 


_ ſupplied BAY one with ſuch advice, and fi 


remedies,, as he thought might turn to any ac- 
count, and, with an unparalleled goodneſs of 
heart, in anſwer to the deploring complaints of 
one or two of the moſt needy of our neighbours ; 
reaſoned them into ſubmiſſion and patient re- 
ſignation; and, out of his remaining ſtock, 
ſuffered them to take as many head, as they 
thought they ſhould be able to ſubſiſt, or pay 


bim for at the diſtant time of two or three 


years. He went even ſo far as to ſay, he ima- 
gined Providence had ſpared them for that end 
to him ; nor would he act contrary to its wiſe 
and merciful deſigns. In ſhort, he behaved in 
ſo chriſtian and ſo philoſophicalg manner, that 
my mother reaſſumed her uſual conplacency, 

nd gaity, which ſeemed to be a little obſcured ; 
as for my part, I beheld him with an admira- 
tion, that bordered very nearly upon enthuſi- 


alm, and began not only to eſteem and venerate 


him as a father and a friend, but as a being, ſu - 
perior to all the little ſordid deſires and paſſions. 
of humanity. Come, my dear, he would often 
ſay to my mother, if we are ſomewhat poorer 
in purſe, we are richer in our minds. Misfor- 


tunes are the touchſtone of virtue, and prove 


whether. it is genuine, or affected only. We 
ſhould regard large poſſeſſions, and the profuſion 


£ 4 
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of worldly endowments, as a truſt repoſed in our 
hands, for the good of our fellow - creatures, ra- 
ther than our own eaſe and pleaſure; perhaps 
I have been too elate, upon the profperous ſitu - 
ation of my affairs, or have not ſhewn my gra- 
titude enough, to that providence that built me 
up; have neglected, or not ſought, ſome wor- 
thy object, whom, a ſmall portion of my ſucceſs 
imparted to, would have reſcued from miſery 
and diſtreſ and this my puniſhment! ——. 
My ſon, turning to me, when God bleſſes us 
with abundance, tis not ſufficient to bear a 
grateful ſenſe of his favours in our minds, or to 
wait the being called to do good; we ſhould 
make it our buſineſs and our ſtudy, at proper 
times, to ſeek out ſuch of our fellow-creatures 
as labour under calamity and affliction,: and, as 

far as prudence directs, make them partakers of 
the bounty of Heaven. Of what an unſocial, ' 

unfeeling diſpoſition, muſt that wretch be, who 
lives merely for himſelf, and centers all his hap- 
ineſs in the aggrandizement and exaltation of 
his own ſmall family? How. unlike the Divine 
Being, who, with infinite benignity and good - 
neſs, for all alike pours forth the Sun's reviving 
influence, refreſhes with kindly dews and gently 
falling ſhowers, opens the vernal bloom of ſpring, 
and nouriſhes, with prolific heat, the teeming 

earth. Perhaps in beſtowing riches: on ſome, 
and ſcourging others, as deſerving, with pover- 
ty, he means to try our diſpoſitions to each other, 
to give ſcope to that heavenly temper of bene- 
volence and loving kindneſs, that ſpreads ſuch 
eaſe and — bin ſoul; and fo fits 

a 2 | | 


nd 


— 


— 


« 


uu for the future enjoyments of 
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temper, on which our: bleſſed. Saviour bas ſo dif- 
fuſely beſtowed his benedictions, and has as fle- 
quently recommended, both by example and pre- 
cept; and, on the contrary of which, he chew 
denounced ſuch ſeyere-puntſhments hereaſter. 

A Few. weeks having put a ſtop to the diſ- 
temper; things returned again to their. old ſitu- 
ation in our family my ſather and mother en- 
deavoured to forget their misfortune, and the 

example was followed by the reſt of the family; 
and John enkyns ſetting out, with a drove of 
catile inte Vorkſhire, Lobtained my fither's 
leave to accompany him a day's journey; to 
which he conſented, and that houeſt domeſtic 
was ſo overjoyed at having his young maſter's 
company, that he could ſcarce contain his ſatiſ- 
faction within che bounds of moderation. In- 
deed, John had always expreſſed ia. great love 
for me, from my very infancy, and had taken 
every opportunity inhis pomer, to do me ſuch 
little. nas ane agreeable; to children. 


Since L came home, hetbad ſeveral times teſtifi- 


ed the ſame, diſpoſition. tho? ina leſs familiar 
way, ſeeming; to bebhave to me as to a perſon 
much his ſuperior, and attending to what I ſaid 
with the ſame reſpect as to my father. I often 
reffected upon the deſerence he paid me with 
ſurpriae, and was nat bebind hand in my civi- 
lities to him, which were encouraged by my. 
father and mother, who. frequently made: him 
ſit to tahle with them, and treated him, in every 
1 more like a. friend than a ſervant. He 
exerciſed orer — Wamas the: office. 
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of a kind of major domo, and what he ordered, 
vas obeyed with the ſame ſedulity as the orders 
of my father or mother. Soon after the morta- 
lity amongſt our cattle; John, who had been a 
ſober man; when a good bargain offer- 
ed to-his:maſter, and he found ſome diſſicul 
to. make up. a ſum ſufficient for the purchaſe, 
went up into his chamber, and bringing down 
his whole ftook, amounting to fifty or fix 
pounds, hegged him to make uſe of it, with 
much earneſtneſe, that he was not to be denied. 
Quite contrary to the diſpoſition of moſt ſer- 
vants, he was far froma mercenary turn of mind, 
and would be quite affronted, if Py, 
over and, abovethis uſual wages, was offered 
him, uſten calling my father, he ſerved him out of 
ꝓure affection, and, thatitus intereſt as as much 
"at — his on; that he wanted none 
Af the i -orconveniencies of life, was 
determined to end his days with him, and 
what heileſt behind him, be:bequeathed to the. 
:hand from whom he received it- No wonder 
ſentiments dike .thefe,' and actions corr t 
(thereto; :&cured him a firm hold in my father 
and matheris eſfeem, with whom, in affairs 
that ralated to farming and grazing, his opinion 
and advice was deve, = his knowledge of 
both was — 2 uperior to theirs. We 
Had a very pleaſ; —— in which I thought, 
I perceived ſomewhat more ſuperior in Jenkyns 
than L had ever before diſcovered, and, upon 
many ſubjects of diſoourie that occurred, he 
diſplayed a knowledge and penetration chat ap- 
peared above the attainments of a man of his 
wank, I was prodigiouſly pleaſed with his ob- 
F 3 ſervations 
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ſervations, and once or twice, when he percei- 
ved me look upon him with earneftneſs and 
ſurprize, he changed his manner and addreſs ; 
but in ſuch a ſeeming confuſion, that I was ve- 
. ry much embarraſſed in my conjectures at the 
meaning of it. Amongſt other matters, the 
late ſickneſs of our cattle drew ſeveral reflex ions 

from us, and I ſeemed to expreſs a very intimate 
concern at the great loſs my father had fuſtain- 
ed by it, fearing it might prove more prejudici- 
al to his affairs than he would be able to bear 
with any tolerable convenieney; for, as yet, I 
had not any inſight into his circumſtances, and, 
if ever I moved any thing that tended: towards 
my information, he 5-at- once, ſtop. me 

+ ſhort, by telling me, that my tender years, and 
my ſtudies, would not admit of any acquai 


with the cares of life, which might draw me off 


he would turn my thoughts from, to the ar- 


duous taſt of caring for fu ity. Jenk ö 
eyed me with a tender regard, whit ſt L talked 
in this manner, and made me this reply, My 
dear young maſter, give yourſclf no uneaſineis 


upon this account, and, take my word for it, 


that what has happened, tho' fer a time it may 
be felt by your ns gas in a few years, 
this, and every lowering cloud, that may burſt 
over our heads, big with calamity, will be cha- 
ſed away, by the ſunſhine of proſperity, which 
will be your uninterrupted portion. When 
your father thinks proper, you will know more 
et ſo much ſuffice at preſent, to . 
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| ſorrow, and to prevent any effects that may be 
deſtructive. of your uſua} gaity and ſerenity of 
temper, Theſe words ſpoke in a ferious and 
compoſed tone of voice, caſt me into a thought- 


ful mood, that all his arts were not prevail- 


ing enough to get me out of, during the reſt 
of our journey, and the myftery couched un- 
der them, employed my ſearch during my whole 
tour back again to our houſe, where I arrived 
ſafe from this firſt jaunt, I had taken ſo far; but 
fully determined to be as attentive as poſſible ts 
every thing that paſt for the future, that could 
any way tend to the inlightening my mind, as 

to the ſituation of my father's affairs. 
_ - Anovur three weeks after this tour; my fa- 
ther and mother went, by invitation, to pay a 

viſit to Squire Chaſe and his lady, where th 

propofed to ſtay two or three days, in which 
ould have accompanicd them, had not'a vio- 
lent cold, which i caught ſome time before, 
made me a very troubleſome companion, and 
rather inclinable to ſtay at home. the morn- 
ing of the day after their departure, one of 'the 
fervants came running into the room where I 
was ſitting with Jenkyns, and informed us, that 
he deſcryed Mr Poundage, at ſome diſtanes, 

riding towards the houſe. ' Ha ! fays Jenkyns, 
1] gueſs what has brought him here; I ſuppoſe 
money is his errand ; but he comes unluckily 
when my maſter is from home : however, with 
4 — leave, Mr Jemmy, I'll invite him to repoſe 
umſelt here, for a little while, for the old gen- 
tleman is pretty bulky, and requires frequent in- 
termiſſions of reſt, in his ſeveral jaunts about his 
N F 4 lord's 
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| Ai e So ſaying, he made all the ſpeed 
Fo 1 55 7 > who, b * this king 
d pulled the e gur Hoe open MIt 
Becke 1 7 ws de el 
honeſt Joby, b ball 82 05 in on 1 melodious 
2 Ir Way honeſt old friend, ho 
e ef how, . ye 4 * bopeMr Ramble an 
| e Are well tell n I want to ſpeak 
IT N FU ir Teturns Jobn, 1. e 
9 55 that both my. maſter apd miſtreſ; S happe 
be from h home, at Squire Chaſe's; but if you“ 
leafs # alight, and fro buſineſs be very preſ- 
= "ll get young maſter to Fenn you, 
Ht I ride. ver to ace uaint him of your be- 
> e. No, no, ſha'tn't gi” thyſelf that 
trauble— we ſhall de glad to. ſce n over with 
ut howpvers 1 'V alight, and fee thy y 
alter; 3 for I hav'o't ſeen” 'N, Many a Year. 
Zing, whilſt one 4 the men kept the ſaddle in 
Te quipoiſe, which elſe the great weight a 
Mr round e would have deſtroyed, by t 
2 one ſtirrup; Jenkyns, with much 
Ki or twice puffing and DLOWINgs . Iecei- 
Rf ald gentleman in his arms ſrom the,ot 
and, WP him 1 down, to the no (mall deli- 
verance and. caſe of his horſe, who pricked up 
His cars and ſnorted, twice or thrice, for joy 
of 12 freed of his ponderqus rider. By thi 7 
began * it wauld os: be. ay þ 
[were to meet and pay my on ents to this 
deputy Kndlyrd.of ours, who had the manage- 


ment of all the duke's eſtates, and was ſo ne- 
| ceſlary to the regular conduction of his affairs vj | 


that _ looked upon him in the light of An 


% ww 


JAMES RAMBLE, Eπ 1s 
and a campanian., He was now turned of ſixty, 
and in ſtature way about five feet three inches, 
but meafüred much more round his pro- 
minent belly, which tottered and trembled eve- 
Ty ſtep he took and was ſupported by a pair.of 
legs, that looked more like pedeſtals thanythe 
natural ſervants of the human . His cheeks 
were freſh coloured, but, ſo overcharged with 
fat, that che related muſcles ſuffered them to 
hang dotyn on each ſide, fo that they almoſt 
reſted upon his ſhoulders, which, from the 
ſhortneſs of bis neck, were at no great diſtance 
beneath them: his eyes, however, were lively 
and penetrating, ſuch an air of good hu- 
mour and ſociableneſs, nay of humanity, was dif- 
played in is lobks, that one could not help be- 
ing greatly prejudiced in his favour; and, indeed, 

oundage was a man of great forbearance, 
and loved to do a kind and good - natured turn 
as well as any one, which many of his grace's 
tenants had experienced, on divers occaſions ; 
nay, it was ſaid, that once, on a time, he went 
ſo far, as to pay a ſum of money, out of his own 
pocket, to relieve one of them from the ſheriff's 
cuſtody, wherein he was confined for debt, and 
moreover, that he perſuaded his lord to abate 
him ſo much in the rent of his farm, and to fa- 
your him fo highly, otherwiſe, that, from the 
moſt diſtreſsful circumſtances, he was become 
one of our topping farmers. Indeed, ſome cen- 
ſorious perſons aſcribed a good deal of this to a 
certain liking he took to the farmer's wife, who 
had been often ſeen carrying preſents, of one 
kind or other, to his zpartments at the duke's, 
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where ſhe ſtaid, frequently, much longer than 
would have ſufficed for the delivery of them: 
Others again, charged him with 4! Oe botoeY 
orbitant fines of the tenants, at the renewal of 
their leaſes, and, that tho he pretended it was 
all for his Jord's benefit, he generally put at leaſt 
half into his own pocket, and, that many of the 
tenants had been rack · rented, contrary to the 
inclination of the duke, who they believed was 
of a different diſpoſition, the money ariſing 


therefrom being applied to the building and de- 


corating a pretty little villa, which Mr Poun- 
dage had built, and ſettled, with ſome land ad- 
Joining, on Miſs Heſter, a very pretty niece, or, 
as many ſaid, a daughter, of his, now in her 12th 
or 13th: year. Be this as it will, for mankind 
are very apt at cenſure and ſcandal, Mr Poun- 
dage was much reſpected every where, and was 
looked upon as. à fort of king of the country, 
(ſcarce any thing being done, about the neigh- 
bourhood, without conſulting him, and having 
his approbation. He had never entered the 
matrimonial ſtate, which was one reaſon, I pre- 

ſume, of his not being much befriended by the 
opinion of the ladies; he had ſome flight 
knowledge of letters, and was a very complete 


conveyancer, and of no inconſiderable repute 


as a common lawyer; in the latter of which 
profeſſions he had been bred, and ſtill retained 
all their quaint expreſſions, and made the coun · 
try people gape with their unintelligible jargon. 

his was the man I advanced, with great re- 


ſpect to ſalute, and he was ſo pleaſed with the 
manner of my addreſs, that he cried out, God 


ſo! 
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ſo! young Mr Ramble, I am glad to ſee thee 
— why, where has father hid thee ſo long? — 
I proteſt the very picture, the very air, of Lord 
George Why, my lad, thou lookeſt like 
a prince Come, come, let us walk in; 1 
long to talk with thee—— Thy father need not 
be chagrined at the loſs. of his beaſts— ſuch a 
ſon is an eſtate. By this time, thro? a lane of 
the ſervants, dowidg coma ſide, we conduct- 
ed him into the parlour, and ſeated him in an 
eaſy chair, by the fire; when, . obſerving we 
ſtood, he defired us to fit down; and, eſpying 
a book lying upon the table, be reached it, 
and, finding it was Tully's Offices, -he flung 
it down with fome reſentment, ſaying, he never 
liked any thing that bore his name, - for he was 
a poltroon and a coward. Give me, fays he, 
the Orations of Ceſar, who was a brave man; 
I think they call them Commentarzes : but, be- 
lieve me, there are many ſine ſpeeches in him, 
and, for morality, look into Lucretius, there's a 
fine account of things; then there's a hook of 
Virgilius, wherein he treats of farming and 
huſbandry in verſe, as well as if it was in proſe 


* 


Ay, ay, young gentleman, get ſuch. books 
thoſe ; N ow thee up Ä —— thy for- 
tune in right way. Dez a king of 
Armenia, was a great huſbandman, and Cyrus, 
as bis life- writer fays, underſtood tillage z fore 
Roman emperors, with their victorious. hands, 
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Lentulue, and more, whoſe names you have no 
douht wad of. Thus the old eman ran 
on, till he had exhauſted himſelf, and called for 
a cup of ale to refreſh his ſpirits; having fo en- 
paged the civility of our — as not to be 
to put in a word with the offer of it be- 
fore. He drank, and highl — liquor, 
and ſaid; Mr Ramble . 5 à cup of as good as 
the duke; and now 1 am talking of that, con- 
tindes he; ſome day or other come 
over to Warehall; friend John there ' ſhall 
bring thee; thou ſhalt ſee the dutcheſs and the 
ung noblemen; I'll introduce thee— they'll 
be glad tofee thee: I love thy father; he's a 
nerous man — Fm greatly obliged to him 
came down now, to defire he d pay me for 
laſt half year, and lend me an hundred to boot 
ws Peet wants money — he has made a pur- 
ſe— he's generous— 1 think extravagantly 
— he's no miſer, indeed. I thought this no 
improper ſubject for me to diſplay myſelf upon, 
and, in a modeft- manner, began to exclaim 
inſt Avarice; as the root of all evil, conclud- 
g with Salluſt, Ubs bonis mores, nunguam diſ- 
— f nec nb, ubi avaritia, nunguam boni 
mbren, nec vera concordia. True, my love, he 
replied, I find you have a happy memory, which, 

as a favourite author of mine ſays, is the regiſter 
of eloquence, and the mother of the muſes. — 
ſee you have profited by old Goodman, the 
only one ef che order Fever had any eſteem 
for; I think them all Sacerdotet priapi, Angel 
Sat ens; and am of honeſt Eraſmus 's opinlon, 


who being aſked; What charly was, bid, i wa 
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of ſins." Ay, ay, you'll be a philoſopher like 
your father No, no, you ate à man for the 
girls 3 ; you are too handſome to be mortified with 

udy, tho. now I remember to have read, that 
Socrates, the great Socrates, preferred, before all 
— 3 to the ſtudy of phi- 


at outward pulchritude 
— Ar to See that oa of divine beau- 


ty. I ſhould be glad uf — 
a lawyer of thee; I muſt have ſome talk about 
it with nz tis an antient Maſes firſt 
appointed judges, and the original of moſt of our 
ſmall courts is from Alfred, the great wiſe Alfred, 
who divided his kingdom into lathes, rapes; 'ri- 
dings, —— 
2 e 1 s, free - ponders and fherrift- 
ralties. A man, Pill undertake to prove, camt 
be a wiſe man, unleſs he firſt becomes a lawyer; 
the ſtudy and practice of which has raiſed from 
nothing, the families in the kingdom. 
I replied, that my diſpoſition "did not ſeem to 
ineline x Rudy, cho I could not help 
acknowledgin r became every 
man to have ſo competent a Kno dge of the 
laws of his country, as to him for ſerv- 
ing it upon every occalion, and to know, when 
by che bad — of evil miniſters, her con- 
ſtitution was in danger; to defend his own 
property from the incroachments of 
and to aſſiſt his neighbours with — 
council,” upon any emergency in. their affairs. 
Goff fo, he returned; well hast thou faid, my 
* boy Fm quite charmed with thee, an | 
when 


* 


— 


% 
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when thou payeſt me a viſit, [I'll lend thee the 
Doctor and fludent, and Cowell's interpreter, with 
two or three more, that will be of the utmoſt 
ſervice to thee—— Well, fare thee well; give 
my love to thy father and mother— told thee 
the buſineſs I came upon, and ſhould be glad of 
his anſwer in a ſeœẽ da Pl take Yo- 
ther cup of ale God: b ye to you John 
ſee my — at the 8 ſay ing, the old 
ſcribe waddled to the door with as niich dif- 
:ficulty: as he alighted, was reſeated in his ſaddle, 
and, after nodding two or three times at us, 
jogged away over the adjacent meadows, leav- 
ing me highly entertained with his ere his 
humour and his diſcourſe. tun Dtv 
Ida few days after his viſit, e 
mother returned, to whom we imparted the 
mellage left by Mr Poundage, and I diverted 
him with the heads of our diſcourſe, and told 
kim of the invitation he had given me to go 
over to the duke's. I could not help obſerv- 
ing, that the incident gave him a peculiar kind 
of pleaſure, that I thought was as myſterious as 
ſome other things L had taken notice of, and he 
anſwered me, You: ſhall carry the money, ſon, 
40+ morrow ; I am ſure your perſon and behavi- 
our will do us the utmoſt: honour—— I am 
ambitious to have you ſeen by that noble fami- 
ly— I can ſpare Mr Poundage 50 l. over and 
above my rent, and ſhall thi it placed in 
very good hands, wherein, if it ſtays any time, 
ſhall be ſure of a proper intereſt for i. he 
bas had money of me before. He then pro- 
ceeded, in concert with my mother, to give 


me ſome directions how to behave, and fixed 
the next morning. for, my departure. 15 
WII the clock ſtruck ten, on the enſuing 
day, being clad in my beſt attire, and dizened 
forth more finely than Lever bad appeared vet; 
after receiving the caſh for Mr Poundage, I be- 
ſtrode my father's beſt gelding, and ſet forward 
upon By Mi le, journey, full of timidity, and 
full of expectation- his might, in ſome ſenſe, 
be called my firſt launch into life; for, beſides 
our own family, I had converſed with no perſons 
more conſiderable than Squire Chaſe and my 
old maſter: I was in great pain at the thought 
of appearing before her grace, and the,young 


noblemen, which was what I had reaſon to ex- 


thought myſelf not capable 
ſpeeches, | as I rode 


| into different poſitions—l ſurveyed my 
head to heel, I adjuſted, my clothes, and, in this 

manner, ſpent my time till. I perceived, at'a 
diſtance, the ſhining turrets 
before I make my entrance there, it may not be 
amiſs, in the manner. of other memoir writers, 


do draw the prefent picture of Jemmy _ 
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and the effects he produced ⁊t this time will ” 
pear, 8 _ N ert to CT ary 

e eech 


'I was between teen lan my ſta- 
cane 7 5 woes common in tads of that 
; limbs proportioned, wore 
1 1 the ruſtic a them; com- 
plexion was fair, and the red a te ſo mix- 
ed in my countenanee, as to diſplay health and 
bloom in their pureſt, moſt vntainted hue ;- my 
_ was of a cheſnut colour, and fell-artleſsly 
my ſhoulders, my features were ſmall and 
| — and, I they had any fault, it was, 
they were not maſculine enough. My 
addreſs had hitherto been admired, and betoken- 
ed nothing of the ſtiff, awkward, uncouth 
manner of the country; my general doportment 
was grave, N voice not a little melodious. 
I was ly- zequainted with the Greek, 
the Latin, and the French, which I now fpoke 
as fluently as my mother-tongue; 1 had read 
the beſt and the politeſt authors in both lan- 
— freedom/and eaſe on moſt 
bjects, had a of poetry, and a peace and 
3 of ſoul that had never yet ſuffered any 
Tho my time had been chiefly ſpent 
among books, the convenſation of my parents 
filed off any ſcholaftic ruſt, and, tho” na- 
turally contemplative, my mind and behaviour 
was free, — and ugconftrained.—” 
This was the youth whoſe fortunes and adven- 
tures I am going t. intereſt all the paſſions of 
OT en WO ny” ve 6 yy 7 


— 


poſed to have, with a trembling hand, rang the 
d Mat the great gate of Warehall. | To 


— CHAP. XV. 
Jam queſtioned at the Gate Warehall 


and .contluf#ed te Mr Poundage it recep - 
inner to the tum young 


; | tbe Dutcheſs's Cutiofmyrexcited:to ſee me. 


A. TO ſoqner.the. ſound:of this family intelli- 
I *gencer was heard, than forth from the 
out offices ruſhed a Whole pack of Acc whos 
with open throats, galloped-towards © * 

al 


and never ceaſed harking, till the huge 
of a. porter, Whoſe On plump .corparats 
1 declared the plenty and eaſe in whis 
he paſſed his days, .began his grogrels from th 
| ladge, whence he marched with a ſolemn ang 
flow pace, and was near ten minutes before he 
arrived, when ſtating through: the iron. bare. after 
looking  wiſtfully at me for a mament or 
two, he aſked me, What aging Abe 28 
nion 


b 
a ſecond gaze, conceiving a better 
my appearance, turned the Fey, — repeated 
his queſtion, with an inclination af the head, 
and the appellation of Sir; I told him, my u- 
ſineſs was with Mr Poundage Very well, Sir, 
he returned, if you pleaſe to ride round th 
Houſe, I'll let you in at the little gate, — 
believe you'll find him in his.office. - Upon Ws 
direction I remounted my horſe, and purſued 
my way round the houſe, which took me up 
near 
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near a quarter of an hour, and then diſcryed 
my fat friend, waiting for me at a green door, 
thro* which, till on horſeback, I followed him 
into 2 court-yard, where a groom held m 
nag till I diſmounted, and, making a low obeif. 
fance, led him away to the ſtables ; and, ſoon 
after; Mr Poundage appeared, with God o ! 
my dear friend, are very good !-and taking 
me by the hand, led me into his apartment, 
which, tho? ſmall, was decorated in a very 
elegant manner, had ſeveral deſks and ſhelves 
ſtored with books and papers of accounts, and 
two or three country farmers were ſtandi 
about, waiting for an anſwer to their ſeveral bu- 
ſinefles. Well, Sir, fays the old man, 
fit downand reſt yourſelf; Pll attend you in an 
_ Inftant: but have you breakfaſted ? I told him, 
Thad : May be fo; but a bit by the bye, before 
dinner, will do no harm. Robin, addreſ- 
fing himſelf to the porter, bid John bring a bot- 
tle of wine and ſomewhat for the tooth. Ro- 
bin waddled away in diſcharge ofhis commiſſion, 
and mean time he diſmiſſed his rural viſitants, 
who took leave of him with as much reverence, 
and as many ſcrapes and bows, as if he had 
deen a juſtice of quorum. John arrived in a 
Minute after, with a bottle of wine, a plate of 
cold fowl, and a flice of bread, which done, 
with a bow, he departed.” Come, 
Mr Ramble, pick a bone, ſays Mr Poundage, 


and here's a bumper to your father's health; 
well, he's the beſt friend I have come, drink 
this pledge me tis ſome of the beſt ſherry 
in the kingdom, and has counted ſome years 

* 8 


* 
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in his 's | cellar—— 1 drank it off, 
and fini my wing; during which he 
eyed ime from head to foot, very earneſtly, and 
at length broke out God ſo! I never fawa 
prettier or a more genteel young ſpark in my 
life; why, thou lookeſt like an inhabitant of St 
James's I bowed and bluſhed and pull. 
ing out my bag, told him my father had ſent his 
arrears of rent, and fifty pounds, which was all 
at preſent he could ſpare for his ſervice; but if 
he had occaſion for fifty more, he might com- 
mand it in a fortnight's time. God ſo, was 
ever ſo worthy a man— fifty will ts Bow a 
muſt embrace thee, my dear, for thy good fa- 
- ther's kindneſs. Come, -here's' the fame health 
again, with all my heart and ſoul, ſo ſaying, he 
: drank off the other bumper, and was going to 
: repleniſh the glaſs for me; but I told him, 
I was not much uſed to drinking — and begged 
to be excuſed, Well, well ſha't nt, ſha't nt, 
no, no, thou haſt only been uſed to Helliconian 
draughts, I warrant thee, no g Hquor has 
contaminated thy intelleew; - tho? I reckon thou 
- baſt drank' deeply of Horace's falernian too. 
Ha! ha!—— Come, ſhall't have half a glafs 
Ill be merciful” to thee— well I hope you 
ſtay all night with me However, return- 
ing to his lets oount the Rino, and give 
thee receipts I his was done in great form, 
and delivered into my hands with à thouſand 
thanks to my father, mingled with as 
praiſes of his ſon and his diligence and abilities. 
read them, and put them up— when a genteel 
elderly female; drawn I ſuppoſed by her curioſi- 


WY 


* | 
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E ty⸗ came into the affice, and dropping a courteſy, 
and eyeing me with great ſeeming ſatisfaction, 
at the ſame time aſked Mr Poundage two or 
chree frivolous queſtions. He anſwered her with 
a pleaſant tone of voice, and, in concluſion, told 
her, that I was the young gentleman ſhe had 
heard him kalk of ſo much, for this. day or two, 
And, her to he acquainted with me; at 
which L, with ſome timidity, advanced and ſe- 
| Juted ber, which ſhe received with freſh: indics- 
tions of pleaſare, whilkt the old . — 
formed me, that was the worthy G 
ttle,her_ grace's. campanion. He then drew, her 
a chair, — we ſat down together, the eyeing 
EET, with ſuch attentive regarys, that I Was oblig- 
e drap mine to the ground, to avoid 
penetrating (gaze. We nw; 


Mrs 

= oped. 1 wauld become acquainted with 
young lords, who would — oe Juch oa 
companion, being atia great loss for ane agree 
able to their age, and;properly qualified, when 
they were down in the country ; and, I'm ſure, 
Ahe added, My, lady will be qQuizerdelighted with 
the fight of ſo pretty a young Lan- 
das modeſtiy as can he duppoſed, to this 
engaging diſcourſe, told her ſhe overcome me 
= 2 that my domeſtic life and lit- 
acquaintance with. the great world, rendered 
me incapable of the honour ſhe deſigned me; 
den could euer retain the molt grateful 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe of the favours conferred upon me, by Mr 
Poundage and her. The many obliging things, 
however, that were ſaid to me aided by the pe- 
ration of the wine, I had drank; began to recall 
the native eaſe and gaity of my temper, I talk- 
ed with greater aſſurance of myſelf, quite divert. 
ed them + diſcourſe; and could perceive, . 
when Mrs: Goods left us, that 1 had rien 
myſelf into her higheſt eſteem and | 
ſo that Poundage took my hand in lh 62 
teſted Ii had my own jack; and that finceMis 5 
Gentle liked me ſo highly, he loved me ten 
times more than ever he did before: For v“, 
muſt know, added he, and I tell you as a friend 
that ſhe is a woman I greatly reſpect, more than 
ever It did any other, and who knows, my lad, 
but I may, one time or other, induce her take 
my name upon her, F faith ſhe's worth money, 
and has the ear of her grace; as much as I have 
of the duke; but mum for that— this is all inter 
nas you EE]. I thought myſelf obliged to ex- 
hauſt all my ſtock of encomiums upon them 
bothy in return for this confidence; and put'the 
old accomptant into ſo briſł an humour, that he 
ſwore he never had paſt his time ſo agree- 
ably ſince" he had been at Warehall ; he then 
informed me, of the diſpoſition of the young 
noblemen, told me; that the marquis, the eldeſt, 
was of an haughty overbearing temper; but that 
his favourite LordGeorge, was the beſt humour 

ed kindeſt creature in the world, and that bed 
mortgage all he bad to dé Minn ſervice: And 
could you think it; added he, I can ſpeak as free - 
* to him as if he was my on fon; and he loves 

e 


- — 
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y. I have: made up many breaches be- 
| 7 and his brother, for their diſpoſitions 
are fo different, that for *. — they 
can't ſet their horſes 
dear Ramble, I'll introduce you —— m. Thel 
words 2 of — I when a 

oung gentleman, ſeemingly my own - 
4 and plainly. dreſſed, - entered the room, 
from another apartment; but, ſeeing a ſtranger, 
was going to withdraw. Poundage, however, 
Sent of him cried out, Oh!] my dear 
Lord Ges rge! how glad I am you are come 
here's a young gentleman I want to recommend 
to your notice, tis the ſon of the moſt deſerving 
man in this county. Upon this he came into 
the room againz and I roſe and made him my 
obeiſſance, in the moſt polite manner I was ca- 
pable of; he advanced, with a look of more 
© ſweetneſs than can be well deſcribed, and, — 

me by the hand, welcomed me to the houſe, 
= turning to Mr Poundage, Indeed, Sir, 4 
he, you do me the higheſt pleaſure, and I ſhall 
eſteem the gentleman s acquaintance very much. 
Pray, Sir, how long have you been here? 1 
ſuppoſe my good friend was willing to have you 
all to himſelf. Sir, do me the favour to walk 
this way with me. All this while I was in the 

| utmoſt confuſion, but could not help obſerv 

N in his face, re, 
good-nature ſpread over a countenance, and 
tho' his UH poi and manner ſpoke his ſuperior 
rank, there was ſomewhat ſo benign, ſo artleſſ- 
.ly familiar in it, that my awe was mingled 
* a freedom of mind, that permitted me to 


_ 


ſpeak and act without embarraſment: His per- 


ſon was delicately formed, and I thought I ſaw. 


all the fancied beauty of an Adonis about him; 
he captivated my friendſhip at the ſame time 
that he attract 


had been for a long time known to. him, after I 


had bowed to Mr Poundage, whole face expref- 


my reverence, and I followed 
him with as much pleaſure and aſſurance as if I. 
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ſed the height of ſatisfaction, and who made a. 


motion with both his hands to me to follow him, 


without heſitation. He led me through a long 
gallery onamented with pictures, and up a grand 
{tair-caſe, and finding I walked with diffidence, . 
and gazed at the paintings as I went along, he 
told me he would take ſome time to fhew me 
all that was. curious about the ſeat ! but thathe 


longed to make his brother a partaker of his 


happineſs. We then entered a moſt ſuperb fa- . 
loon, where, on a ſettee, lay, in an indolent 


poſture, a young gentleman. of a fine perſon, 


dreſſed in more pomp and magnificence than 


I ever could have fancied, he had an horſe-whip 


careleſly dangling in his hand, which he ſwang 


about as if he did not know how to employ. 


himſelf, and on a table at ſome diſtance, lay three 
or four books, which a ſmall lapdog ſeemed 


very buſy mouſling over, to the no ſmall diver- 


ſion of his maſter, who without ſeeming to re- 


LT 


gard us, laughed at his tricks and cry'd out eve- 


iy now and then, firrah, my pompey don't tear 


e books— P11 whip you ſeverely if you do 


and, when he ſaw his brother— George what 


d'ye leave your books about for, Pompey will de- 


| ſtroy em, and then you'll fret your heart out. 


4 | My 
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My noble conductor not minding theſe words, 
Aid, in a familiar manner, ſee, my Lord, I 
have introduced a new acquaintance to you, a 
young gentleman of the neighbourhood and 
recommend him to your friendſhip— without 
eG Ho his 3 he looked at us, ſaying, 
of voice, your fervant—- 
who is he? 14 went on lafhing the floor 
with his p Lord George drew a chair, and 
deſited me to fit down; and fat down on another 
beſide me, and after ſome pauſe, told nie bed 
ſhew me the moſt delightful proſpect I had ever 
ſeen, upon which, riſing, I followed him to the 
window, from * we had a view of the 
circumjacent country, and ſurely poetic fancy 
could never form a more delightful ſcene! 
The ſpacious gardens” of Ware Hall extended 
a long way beneath us, in which all the beauties 
of Flora, ſtood bluſhing to the ſight; the fine 
alleys, the noble viſtas, the emboweting groves, 
and protecting ſhades, all bloomed in the moſt 
efilivening verdure; whilſt the murmuring 
fountains diſpenſed their refreſhing ſtreams, in 
various groteſque” forms, which were diſperſed 
in different meandring currents, thro the gar- 
den; and at laſt emptied themſelves into a ſtate- 
ly canal, whoſe owe the eye could not feach. 
n the other ſide lay the extenſive parks, thro 


which a neighbouring, river rouled its waves, 

and, on its borders, the wanton deer gamboled 
in ſporrful play: fat beyond; ſtretched away the 
wide champain, interfperſed with hoary foreſts 
ruſſẽt lawins, g Bay meadòtys, ſmoaky cottages, 
arid bounded by the 


black ſumimits of the diſtant 
- rocks 
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rocks and mountains, that ſpread themſelves in 
a continued range, from county to county, and 
ſnire to ſhire; ſee Sir, ſays the young nobleman, 
how happily the duke's ee is ſituated, and I 
brought you to ſee this fine ſight, ſo abruptly, 
that it might have the ſame 42 — 
generally has on me; it u me into the utmoſt 
good humour with myſelf, and with all about 
me, and tunes me either for contemplation or 
converfation. Locking about he perceived, 
mean time, that his brother had left — room, 
upon which he told me not to take his behavi- 
our amiſs— he has odd humours, ſays he, and 
his birth too much entitles him to the exerciſe 
of them; but, however, you'll find him by and 
by, no e acquaintance and compani- 
on, if like will ſtudy his temper. The 
goodneſs of this noble youth, -and the kindneſs 
of his manners, together. with that vein of ex- 
cellent ſenſe that was ſo. conſpicuous in all his 
words and actions, raiſed my./ admiration, and 
methought his ſoul was nearly. allied to mine. 
I was-going to make him a proper return, when 
Mr Poundage came, very reſpectfully, into the 
room, and addreſſing himſelf to the young lord; 
Gadſo, my lord George—why, Gentle is quite 
inlove with this young ſtranger— ſhe has, would 
you think it— repreſented him to her grace as a 
rara auis in terris, and — —— | 
I would bring him into her apartment, that ſhe 
may judge whether he has the merit, her gentle- 
woman has aſcribed to him Well, Mr Ramble, 
— this is à great honour, her grace is a diſ- 


coguihing judge of al that is praiſe-worthy— 


Come 
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come, lad, put on your beſt haviours and follow 
me! No, interrupted lord George 
unmerciful man, P 
dinner, we three will dine 
upon my mother, and excuſe his attendance till 
after dinner Vou come upon him unprepared 
and have raiſed his ideas of her grace fo much — 
that I inſiſt upon it, my new friend thall have 
time to recollect himſelf before the interview 
what the duce, d'ye think any body that we 
eſteem, ſhall dance attendance at 
with an empty belly, and be led thro a round of 
ceremony without refreſhment ? — Stay here, 
Fllpo directly and excuſe him. Tbeſe kind 
were no ſooner pronounced, than he 
went out of the room, and left ga- 
ping and ſtaring at his manner, and poor 

all over love, admiration and reſpect, at his no- 
ble and benevolent behaviour. The old gentle- 
man firſt broke the filence, and, with a kind 
of rapture, catching me by the hand well 
wel fays'he— never was ſb quick a progreſs 
with this good youth, as you have made why 
I' ſee yes I ſee he loves thee already what 
haſt done to him— nay, for that matter,who can 


ves thee extremely, and 
eng — oblige thee— Sir, I anſwer - 
ed, your goodneſs overcomes me— and, ad- 
towards him and his hand in 
mine, gave it a reſpectful kiſs—'twas a natu- 


. 
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on paid me, far from exciting my vanity, called 
up every tender principle of acknowledgment. 
I kept his hand ſtill between mine, and with 
an action betokening more than expreſſion 
could, proceeded Oh |! Sir, I can't tell you 
how much I think myſelf obliged to you my 
father! — my friend ! — what happineſs have 
you procured me, rde 994d Ons 
gentleman — remem 7 
. fonts the ſmalleſt „ 8 
generolity— my ſenſe of it is too delicate for 
utterance— I could, no further, and perceived 
the tears ſtanding in my eyes at this concluſion 
vas nature all, and the old man, immediately 
ſtarting up, 2 arms, with a violent 
emotion of tenderneſs, calling me his child, his 
ſon, and peg wept over me. We were 
furpriſed in this ſituation by the return of the 
young gentleman, and tho' we ſuddenly diſen- 
raged ourſelves, he could not. help perceiving 
hat had paſt, and coming towards us, cry'd 
out, Oh ! my friends, how you rejoice me ! I 
declare it gives me the moſt infinite ſatisfaction 
to ſee perſons pleaſed with each other — Mr 
Poundage ſeems to love you, Sir, and pray ad- 
mit me to a ſhare of your friendſhip, perhaps 1 
can feel as ſenſibly as either of you ; and then 
eſſed me in his arms, and me he never 
what happineſs was before. We bowed, 
and Mr Poundage was the firſt that had [ 
to reply— God ſo, my dear lord, excuſe me— 
this young man has made a quick progreſs in 
my affection, and his returns are.ſo kind, that 
I proteſt I'm l I don't know what 
2 ac- 


\ 
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account to give of it. No, Mr Poundage, he 
reſumed, I love you the better for it you 
are not one of thoſe creatures that regulate the 
motions of the ſoul by rules and maxims; nor 
of that race of animals who love and hate by 
fixed and ſettled circumſtances, and conform 
their behaviour to Hypotheſis, if I may uſe 
the expreſſion. I myſelf. am exactly of your 
caſt, and ſo I perceive. is Mr Ramble but we 
ſhall become too ſerious— dinner is coming up, 
my brother is out a courſing, and we ſhall be 
retired to ourſelves. Theſe words were no 
ſooner ſpoken, than he uſhered us into another 
apartment, where a plain, but elegant repaſt, 
was ſerved up, and, at his deſi te, laying all cere- 
mony aſide, we ſet down, tete à tete, and, fol- 
lowing his example, eat heartily. and with appe- 
tite. He turned the diſcourſe during the time 
of dinner, upon a variety of topics, calculated, 
I could perceive, with a kind intention to call 
off my mind from any embarraſsment it might 
labour under, in this new and ſplendid ſituation 
I was becoming acquainted , with; and we roſe 
from table quite gay and ſtill more and more de- 
lighted with each other. Mr Poundage, after 
his uſual glaſs or two, begged leave to retire to 
his office, ſaying he left me in much better hands, 
for my introduction to her grace; and in about 
an hour afterwards, my lord ſignifyed his readi- 
neſs to attend me to the expected interview. 
rr een ene . | | þ 
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T wait upon the Dutcheſi— ber Perſon deſcribed, - 
and the manner of my reception— ſbe expreſſes a 
. great regard for me— we are interrupted by ' 


_ © the Marguis— he makes a complaint— her be- 

| haviour upon it Lord 0 propoſes 10 ac- 
company me home— invites his Brather-— he 
refuſes to go— we ſet out for my Father's after 
taling leave of Mr Poundage and Mrs Gentle. 


E traverſed in our way to the dutcheſs's 
apartments, which lay on the other fide 
of the houſe, a long gallery, decorated with all 
the magnificence that painting or ſculpture 
could diſplay, and my noble conductor made 
me take notice of every piece, that he thought 
was finely executed, particularly a groupe of capi- 
tal paintings moſtly by Vandyte, of ſeveral of the 
family of Stewart; an unfortunate race, who 
had every one been diſtinguiſhed by ſome great 
abilities; but, as he ſaid, had unhappily purſued 
the contrary maxims to thoſe that would have 
rendered their particular talents a benefit to 
mankind and to their country. James the Iſt, 
he continued, was a man of as much learning as 
the age afforded ; but by his ſuperſtition and ar- 
bitrary notions, endeavoured to fetter genius, 
and to baniſh learning from that freedom and 
eaſe under which alone it can make a generous 
progreſs. Charle, the It, was every way form- 
edto better our laws and conſtitution, by his 
thorough knowledge of both, but took the very 
„ 8 ſteps 


5 
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ſteps that tended to overturn them. The ſe- 
cond Charles, from his extenſive inſight into arts 
and ſciences, and the intereſts. of the ſeveral 
powers of Europe, might have worked wonders 


for his people; but his fondneſs for pleaſure, his 


/ 


- ſame time 3 my complements, with a 
Eind regard, jeſtingly told the young lord, he 


fupineneſs and indolence, made him both paſſive- 


ly and actively their enemy. James the IId had 
true notions of the naval and commercial inter- 
eſt of his kingdoms ; but was induced, by his 
bigotry, to endeavour at the introduction of a 
religion, and of principles of government, 
which, as they are deſtructive of liberty, are 
deſtructive of a ſpirit of trade. I could not 
help being charmed at his manner of thinking, 
and, tho I had hitherto not been very converſant 
in juris prudence or politics; yet I apprehend- 
ed well the force of his obſervations. He ſhew- 
ed me many other pieces, by the beſt maſters, 
and notwithſtanding I was, at this time, but a 
very imperfect Judge of painting, I found m 
2 approved moſt of my obſervations, an 
ght I gave praiſe to ſuch as were really diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their peculiar traits, from the 


crowd of productions of meaner hands, that 


ſerved only as ſo many foils to ſet off their 
When we came to the entrance of the 
dutcheſs's apartment, he ſent one of the atten- 
dants in to aſk if ſhe was at leiſure to receive a 
viſit; upon which the good Mrs Gentle, came 
out, and dropping a low courteſy, and at the 


was very ceremonious, and that her grace had 
| Qed 


— 


expected us ſome time. And now, tho' ſo well 
prepared, one would have thought, my heart 
fluttered, and 1 fancied every thing about me 
wanted freſh regulation; I was going to adjuſt 
my hair, re-examine over my clothes, and 
was juſt loſt in confuſion, when my companion 
clapping me on the ſhoulder, bid me follow him, 
and not be diſconcerted, but recolle& that 
dutcheſſes were ſtill but women: this was 
ſpoken with ſo encouraging an air, that I was 
again inſpirited, and followed him with as 
much grace as poſſible, into a large apartment, 
the windows of which over-looked a fine parter- 
re of flowers, beyond which was a diſtant view 
of the canal; at one of theſe windows fat the 
dutcheſs, exerciſing her needle, with Mrs Gen- 
#e and another female domeſtick, fitting. on 
ſtools beſide her. The luſtre of the furniture, 
and the brilliant dreſs of this lady, conſpired to 
—— me anew into confuſion, and I advanced 

uſhing, towards her; when lord George ſaid, 
Madam I have. brought my friend to pay his 
ments to you. Upon this, ſhe roſe from 
her feat, and told him he did her a great favour, 
and, fitting down again, in a moſt benign tone of 
voice, continued, addrefling herſelf to me; Sir, 
you are welcome to the duke's—and at the ſame 
inſtant turning to Gentle, I heard her ſay, in a 
kind of whiſper, upon my word he furpati thy 


deſcription | ſhe then bid the other attendapt | 


reach us ſtools, on which ſhe ordered us to re- 


poſe ourſelves, and looking me all over, with 


piercing eyes, but with a countenance quite en- 
couraging, and full 8 heavenly ſweetnels, aſked 
| 4 me 


- 
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me, if I was really of this part of the country, 
and a farmers ſon, and if I had never yet been 
out of it? I put this queſtion to thee, my dear, 
becauſe I can ſcarce believe what Gentle tells me. 
Why thou haſt nothing ruſtic about thee; but 
ſeemeſt in all thy appearance a pattern of polite- 
neſs and good breeding how old are you, Sir? 
I returned, If your grace perceives any thing in 
me that attracts the ſmalleſt degree of your 
notice, I ſhall eſteem myſelf happy, and can 
aſcribe it to nothing but your extraordinary 
goodneſs and humanity, and to the care and 
pains taken by my worthy patents in forming 
my manners and behaviour; but, I aſſure you 
madam, I was never thirty miles from home, 
and am now in the ſixteenth year of my age. 
This I uttered with ſuch a viſible confuſion, and 
fo many pauſes, that ſhe ſeemed in pain for me, 
and, as if ſne intended to put a period to my dif- 
fidence; and want of affurance, aſæed me how I 
lked Ware. Hall, and if the ſituation of it pleaf- 
ed me ? I reſumed, ſomewhat more collected 
within myſelf, every thing about the happy 
place of your grace's abode, diſplays all the or- 
naments that art and nature can beſtow; but, 
tho” this excellent gentleman has generouſly 
| ſhewn me before, many beauties of which I had 
Hardly any idea, he has, to complete my felicity, 
reſerved the honour, till this moment, of in- 
ſtructing me from whence they derived their 
greateſt elegance and their moſt reſplendent 
charms. At the concluſion of this complement, 
I could feel my cheeks rekindle with bluſhes, 
and I was ready ito expire with fear of having 


offended ; 
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offended; but I was ſoon re- enlivened by this 
kind return am much obliged to you, young 
gentleman, and if the ſeeing me can give yo 
any pleaſure, I aſſure you I begin to feel that 
it will give me a great deal, the oftener you” 
Viſit us; and ] fancy, by my ſon's looks, he 
will be greatly obliged with the continuance of 
your friendſhip, which from the parity of yur 
ages and the gentle dĩſpoſitions yo * rtf 
inſpired with, cannot fail of being s highly graze 
fal to him: ſure your parents, Mr — . 
I think that is . name, are {ſuperior to the 
reſt of the people of this country, otherwiſe I 
cannot conceive, how from a rural farm, all: 
the politeneſs of the court ſhould: have iſſued. 
I muſt do myſelf the pleaſure of taking a tour 
to your houſe, I believe; for from the behavi- 
our of the ſon, I conceive great felicity in the 
converſation of the mother. Oh! Madam, I 
reply'd, the honour of a viſit from you would be 
too muchgy tho? I am certain you would not de 
diſappointed in your expectations, of ſome de- 
light; if *tis only in the obſervation of humble 
honeſty and worth, and that calm content and 
—_— that matual love, and mutual good 
ſenſe afford. I hope your grace will excuſe my 
running on in this manner; but my venera- 
tion for my parents, the reflection upon their 
happy ſituation, and the pleaſure your notice 
will afford them, has carried me beyond my 
uſual bounds of modeſty. No, no, my dear, 
you cannot offend me. I delight to hear thee 
the anſwered with a ſmile, — thy principles; 
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meaſure delightful to me. Soon afterwards ſhe 
ordered us a glaſs of wine, and then ſhe tryed 
me upon a variety of ſubjects, ſometimes con- 
verſing in £ng 0 and ſometimes in French, in 
which the expreſſed herſelf very el 7. and 
lord George joined in the converſation, and 
no and then Mrs Genile put in a word or two; 
and during the whole time, the dutcheſs ſhewed 
ſo much good nature and affability, that I loſt, in 
meaſure, my timidity, and with 
| and lefs heſitation and want of aſſurance. 

I-never, I think, faw a more 


the 4 5th year of her age; but the beauties of 
her perſon had ſuffered little blemiſh by time; 
the carnation ſtill bloomed in her cheeks, her 
lips-rival'd the rofe, and her neck and arms 
were white as the lilly; her perſon was tall, and 
e juſtly proportioned, that each part ſet off the 
other, with in pleaſure to the beholder ; 
her eyes, as was alſo her hair, were of a dark 
brown and ſparkled with ſo much luſtre, that 
their eſſects were immediately felt; they ſtruck 
4 perfect awe into the foul, and ſeemed to pe- 
netrate the inmoſt receſſes of the breaſt. Her 
_ woice was melodious as the ſoft-toned flute, and 
her accentshad a peculiar tenderneſs, that caught 
the attention, and raiſed it into admiration and 
rapture 3 ber looks and the inimitable graces 
that dwelt in all ſhe faid or did, had ſo captivat- 
ing an effect upon every body that approached 
ber, that it was with difficulty they could pre- 
vail upon themſelves to leave her preſence. She 
was the daughter of a noble — — 
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but was born in Landon, and was married to the 
duke at the age of 16; and, as it was a match in 
which inclination as well as family intereſt had 
a ſhare, they had lived in an uninterrupted ſtate 
of happineſs and tranquility, nor had the cha- 
rater of her noble lord been ſtained with thoſe 
little flights of inconſtaney, that ſo much diſ- 
honour the ion and diſturb the quiet of 
the generality of of high birth and 
quality. The marquis and Lord George, were 
bow wage, — children of four, that their 
greateſt care of their education and manners, 
whilſt under her immediate direction, which 
was returned by the latter, with all the im · 
provements that could be expected from the 
tender palns of ſo truly good and excellent a 
mother ; indeed he inherited that very ſoftneſs 
and amiableneſs of temper, that was ſo remar - 
kably her characteriſticʒ whilſt her eldeſt, as the 
reader will ſoon perceive, was of an haughty, 
over-bearing, unruly temper z untractable to all 
the wiſe ſollicitudes of his parents, domineeri 
to the ſervants and tenants, and. had hitherto 
diſcovered few of thoſe noble ſentiments that 
might be expected from his birth and education. 
When it was time for us to think of with- 
drawing, ſhe told me, if I would let one of 
her ſervants advertiſe my parents of my ſtay, 
ſhe ſhould be pleas'd if I would make Ware 
Hall my-abode for ſome days, where I would 
meet at every ſtep ſomewhat afreſh to exerciſe - 
my curiolity, or, if-I could not poſſibly ſtay 
then, ſhe * frequently ride 2 
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for ſhe underſtood ] did not live many miles off 


and never come without giving her notice of 


my being there; and, ſon, ſhe continued, you'll 


take care to entertain him I am quite charm'd 
with him, and recommend him to yout farther 
acquaintance and friendſhip, -- Lord George 
bow'd, and told her ſhe was — very kind 
to give him ſuch inſtructions as were perfectly 
agreeable' to him; and turning to me and taking 

my hand, Mr Ramble, 1 already feel that 
Love you, and (muſt reiterate my lady dut- 
cheſs's requeſt, that you'd afford me frequent 
opportunities of ſhewing you the ſincerity of 
my regard. I Was to a return, 
ſuitable to the ſenſe of gratitude and the un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction theſe civilities inſpir d me 


with, when ſuddenly, in a rude and abrupt 


manner, the door was open' d, and the 
enter d, with a face in which the marks of an- 
ger and paſſion were painted in diſagteeable 
traits,” ahd advancing haſtily towards the dut- 
cheis, broke out into the ſollowing exclamation: 
Gocd God, Madam, I. find-myſelf always in- 


ſulted by ſome ſcoundrel or other that boaſts 


your euere and countenance] -— that 
damn'd dog old Gibbins but I have horſe- 
whip'd the villain; as ſeverely: as his inſolence 
deferv'd;—Pd be glad to know if your grace 
gave him any inſtructions to bar up my way 
through your cloſe, which he has the care of? 
—He has made me loſe the beſt hare I ever 
cours d, and I beg the favour you'll immediate · 
Iyforder him to be difcarded your ſervice, or 


9K TILT 
tage 


and him is family in 
— ne addreſs. kind 901 


bluſh. in the dutcheſs's face, and ſeem 7575 
hen great pain. —but, after ſome time, . looking 
majeſty. and firmneſs, ſhe made him this 5 
ſwer, which I ſhall ever e Amik 
this time, give. no reply 3, b 1 5 = 
am quits ſhock'd and ſurprized, 1 

ments, as at the little ner vou obſe erve 
in the tone of your Kee and the guiſe. o 


at him with a fix d attention, and with a ſerene 
To ſo mr rec fee ol 
inlglenge. PO which you, break. into: my, LED 
your expreſſion ; notwi anding 1 _ tc 


much ate — | 7 manners. Pray 


Sir, Who not 1 YO [mothers and 1s 
not the duke your father li Pang? Are we. 
to be ſubjectʒ on every 4 
behaviour, from, the very view) of which 
ſuſpect the inſult you pretend to have 1 receiv d 
to have been brought about by your OW. 
_—_ and that the 47 fellow bas incurr' 
your diſpleaſure, merely from his obedience. to 
my inſtructiong. Leave. the, room, my Lord, 
till you can approach me..as W omes you, and 
take this leſſon with you: hat, when, a no- 
bleman deſcends to mean * 1 of revenge, 


and to low ſcurrility, be debaſes his high qua- 


lity to the level of the loweſt wretch, and w 


be ſexv'd through, fear, or For, ſordid. ends ; 3. but 
will never excite either veneration or affection 


— his dependants. Whether this, ſmart re: 


turn inſpir d him with a quick ſenſe 0 ſhame, 


or a authoritative e pronouncing th it 
Jt 
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was ſomewhat unuſual to him, I can't deter- 
mine; but he bow'd, and left the room imme · 
 Tiately, muttering ſome difcontented words 8 
he went out, and, when he was gone, the 
dutchefs. told her "other fon,” that he might 
withdraw with bis friend; adding, gentlemen 
you "Il excufe my defiting your abſence ;- but 
boiſterous 5 has oel diſcompo- 
fed me for Firth? converfation-Go, God bleſs 
you both—arid Mr Ramble, I witti/you a good 
journey, if you return to 12 made my 
congees, and follow'd lord to 1 a- 
rigor thto Which 1 ff wis | my 
X where the marquis was fitti | - 
ty: by che fi bn and never ſtir *. 
entrance, to falute us, but humm'd a tune, 
and ſoon after c chang his note to whiſtling. 
My friend, ſays Pl accompany 
you bome I bag ts it will not be too late to 
return to-night. ' I told him he would do me 
the moſt un eskable pleaſure, and that, if he 
would further honour me by taking a bed at my 
father's, we would ſtrive every way to ew our 
gratitude in his accommodation. He thank'd 
me, and aſx d the marquis if he'd take a ride 
with us, which he refus d in a very ſurly man- 
ner, and ſtar d hard at me, ſeeming to wonder 
how his brother and JI canie to be ſo familiar. 
Upon his refufal we took our leave, and 1 
think, in return to the ſeveral trdlihations of 
the body and genuflexions I made, he did vouch- 
ſafe to return me one flight nod of the head: 
As we went down the great ſtair· caſe; Lord 
George obligingly' faid he would take no ſer- 


vant 
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vant with him, for he was ſure he was going 
where he ſhould want no attendance; and ad- 
ded, you ſhall go and take leave of honeſt 
Peoundage, and mean time I'll order our horſes 
to be made ready. I know you can't depart 
without ſeeing the old gentleman. - We found 
him in his „ and he received us with his 
uſual deference, and whiſpered me to know 
how I lik'd her grace ? I told him I had been 
dr deter Land George hating jolt Rep 

ree. George having ju 'd 
out to order the horſes, he took 1 
nity to tell me, that ſhe was wonderfully de- 
lighted with me as he had heard from Mrs 
Gentle, and hop'd I would obtain leave to re- 
turn for ſome time with bis favourite. I was 
going to reply, when his lordſhip return'd, and 

rs Gentle came in, obligingly to bid me fare- 
wel. I took my leave very affectionately of 
her, and Mr Poundage, who follow'd us to ſee 
us mount; and, tho' they both-urg'd the young 
Lord to take his attendants with him, he could 
not be perſwaded, ſaying it always gave him 
pain to be ſurrounded with a retinue, and for 
once he was'refolv'd to taſte the ſweets of ru- 
ral life without allo. 8 
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Y: rob dais telling me, as it was 
not yet near the cloſe'of; day, he would 
J me a tout different from that which I had 
taken to Mareball, and ſhew me perhaps more 
of the country, thereabout, than I had yet 
ſeen; I put my If with pleaſure under his con- 
duct, and he led me thro' a various ſcene. of 
rifing hills, fruirful vales, and level plains, di- 
verſified with gentlemen's ſeats and rural cot- 
tages, and I found, by the ſalutations he every 
where: met with; that he was much belov'd by 
the country people, who receiv'd him, where- 
ever we paſs' d, with a mixture of: reſpect, and 
of that honeſt familiarity that his amiable cha- 
racter encourag'd. At ſeveral of the farm 
houſes we ali Bred, and he enquired with ſo 
much . into the welfare of their fami- 
lies, and the ſucceſs of their affairs, and was 
anfwer'd in ſo affectionate a manner, that I 
found he had been no ſtranger to ſuch viſits; 
but had acquir'd a thorough ledge of _ 
an 
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and their little concerns, and intereſted himſelf 
in their welfare. I ſurvey'd his every action 
with admiration, and methought I was become 
the aſſociate, - of one of "thoſe ſons of heaven, 
who beſtow'd their viſits upon the firſt race 
of mankind, and ſhower'd benedictions and 
eomforts wherever they mov'd. He naturally 
poſſeſs d a ſweetneſs and complacency of mind, 
that ſhone forth on every occaſion; but here it 
was exercis'd with more than its uſual effu- 
fions, and every word he ſpoke ſeem'd ſtudied 
with an intent to make the hearer happy; bis 
very manner of enquiring into their affairs, 
ſeem'd to indicate an immediate aſſiſtance 
where it was wanted, and the delight he ſhew'd 
at any proſperous. occurrence that was related: 
to him, made the relators ſenſible that his heart 
was truly diſpos'd to ſympathize with them up- 
on every occaſion. Many of them beg'd the 
favour of his intereſt with Squire Poundage, in 
regard to ſome neceſſary abatements in their 
rent, or to beſpeak his patience for ſome time, 
till they were able to pay their arrears z- others 
made him acquainted with the uſe they could 
put ſuch and ſuch a field or meadow to, if he 
would recommend them to his father for the 
leaſe of it. And to all theſe he promis d his! 
aſſiſtance, and in ſo kind a ſtile, that they 
ſeem' d as much elated as if their requeſts were 
already granted: a full proof that before, he 
had been of ſervice to them, and that where 
he undertook to ſpeak for any thing, he had 
intereſt enough to procure its completion. I 
had never yet ſeen the Duke; but. could find, 
oof l upon 
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upon the whole, that he was an exceeding good 


_ landlord, and that the country people thought 


— bleſs'd in holding _ leaſes under 
um, and expreſs d a great eſteem and d 
for Mr Pound which fill more pre 7 
devout wage vs — „ e 
worthy old gentleman, How ſupremely felici- 
tous, Mr Ramble, ſhould I be, fays the ex- 


 eellent youth when he had finiſh'd his viſits, 


if fortune had favoured: me with ſo extenfive 
an eſtate as my father's, in making it my ſtudy 
to communicate happineſs to ſuch a ſet of wor- 
thy tenants as live under him ; - methinks [ 
would be my own ſteward, and ſee and judge 
with my own: eyes of their ſeveral wants and 
neceſſities, and by ſuch a courſe of manage- 


ment, an eſtate. would be every day improving, 


and you'd be furrounded with a fet of honeſt 
families, whoſe intereſt would be ſo cloſely 
oonnected with yours, as to admit of no quar- 


_ rels, contentions, or uneaſmeſſes; and I con- 


feſs to you, and I hope I ſhall always be of the 
ſame diſpoſition, that the moſt ſ pleaſure 
Lever took in my life, and what gave me the 


greateſt ſelf gratification, was to do good to 


my fellow creatures, and to fee other people 

ſelf. Sentiments truly. worthy, 
return'd, of your high birth and 
guality ! Sentiments theſe, that will make you 
2 bleffing to. mankind, always eaſy and pleas'd 
with yourſelf, and your hours will be winged 
with content, amidſt the prayers and | 
of your dependents : Permit me, Sir, to tell 
you, that I find your * ; 
: W 
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will be neceſſary to my happineſs, and forgive 
me when I ſay, that, though I reverence you 
almoſt- as a being of a ſuperior rank, yet I 
love you already as my brother, and the part- 
ner of my heart, and hope, whilſt I continue 
to deſerve it, you will allow me fome fſhare- 
in yours. He look'd at me with an indeſcribable 
ſweetneſs, and aſſur d me he would live with 
me for the future as if nature had given-us that 

fraternal relation 1 had mentioned, and would 

do all in his power to perſuade me of the fin- 
cerity with which he was ever reſolv'd to love 
me. "Theſe, and various other diſcourſes, ' ſo 
inſenſibly paſt away the time, that we forgot 
the lateneſs of the day, for the ſun had funk 
beneath the horizon, and the twilight was near 

iving_place to the gloom of night and, to 
increaſe our ſpeed, my conductor found he had 
led me far out of the rout we ſhould have ta- 
ken, occaſion'd by want of attention to any 
external objects, being entirely engag d in our 
diſcourſe : We were too philoſophically in- 
clin'd, however, to ſuffer this miſtake to ruffle - 
the ſerenity of our tempers, and very calmly, 
turning our horſes heads about, we with 
an increaſed ſwiftneſs, to endeavour the recti - 
fication of it. He gueſs'd we might be about 
3 miles out of the road ; but we found it much 
more, and before we came to the place where 
our deception began, which was where the two 
ways croſs'd each other, an almoſt total dark- 
neſs had overſhaded the rugged brow of night, 
and a death-like ſtillneſs reign'd every where a- 
round ; only now and * 
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far diſtant lowing, of the unſtall'd kine, and 


the ruſtling that the wanton zephyrs made a- 
mongſt the leaves. Innocence and fear are 
ſtrangers to each other, and the ſurrounding 
gloom inſpir'd us with no apprehenſion of any 
thing, but the further loſs of our way, to 
prevent which we rode ſlowly on, and being 
both, now, within our knowledge, we thought 
ourſelves pretty ſecure from another error. We 
rode ſome time in this cautious manner, when 
dur ears were ſaluted with the ſcreams of a 
female voice, which ſeem'd to proceed from 


ſome conſiderable diſtance to our right, ſo far, 


that at ſometimes we loſt the impreſſion of it; 
and again it would revive as if caught by a 
ſudden guſt of wind, and was . to our 
ears faintly and interruptedly. We ſtopp'd 
our horſes, and wonder d whence could proceed 
ſounds, that ſeem'd ſo big with calamity; and 
my. companion- turning to me, ſaid, my dear 
Ramble, let us cautiouſly bend our courſe to- 
wards theſe cries, you ſee we are quite knight 


errants to night, and perhaps we may deliver 


ſome lady from enchantment, or ſomewhat 
worſe: I have not heard of robbers this way 
for ſome months, and perhaps ſome poor 
wretch is near falling a ſacrifice to luſt or re- 
venge, and our interpoſition may be of ſer- 
vice; you have no piſtols, but mine are both in 
my holſters, ready charg'd, and if we are likely 
to e in defence of virtue or beauty, you 
hall have one of them. I was naturally cou- 
ragtous, and immediately gave my aſſent to 
expedition; tho we had little to fear, = 


as 
Ls 


* 


— 
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if likely to be overmatch'd, we knew we be; 
ſtrode two of the fleeteſt geldings in the 
country, and had that way a chance to fav® 
ourſelves: So, without more parley, we put 
up a round trot, and could perceive we were 
in a proper direction, by being able to diſtin- 
uiſh the voice plainer and plainer, which now 
eem'd to groan, as if under the preſſure of ſome 
ievous pain and torment. - In about half an 
our we could diſcover a winking light, thro? 
a grove of trees, and two , fellows in - ſoldiers 
dreſs ;' and heard one ſay to the other, come 
d—me, let's unlooſe her, and go to the ſecond 
part of the ſentence! No, by the blood, replies 
the other, let her lye a little longer, Will 
we'll either break her back or cool her cou- 
rage, I warrant ye—At this, a female voice 
cry'd out, oh dear Joe forgive me — ll never 
do it again, pray untie me or I ſhall.die direct- 
ly I can hold out no longer! this was ſpoken 
with great ſeeming faintneſs, and was termi- 
| nated by a doleful groan. Lord George, hear- 
ing this, clapp'd ſpurs to his horſe, and ſoon 
reach'd the ſpot, follow'd: by me, and exalting 
his voice with an air of authority, ſaid, you 
ſoldiers, what are you about there ! let me 
know directly, or expect to meet with inſtant 
death. Theſe words were no ſooner utter'd; 
than both the fellows preſented their muſquets, 
which we had not eſpyed before, and one of 
them made, not in the leaſt diſmay'd, this reſo - 
lute anſwer, Gentlemen ſtand off or you are 
dead men, by G—, what I am doing Pl juſtify 
upon any ground in England, but as compaſſion 
——— ; may : 


wife of mine in our compan 
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may have led 
the the air, and — ſure you'll 


enquiry, III tell you 
praiſe inſtead of 


. condemning us. 80 ready an anſwer, and fo 


well — * he proceeded. 


Gentlemen, we are two honeſt fellows, ſol - 


diers ini ĩgbtmam s regiment, and were going to 
our quarters at Berwick, with this b—h of a 
y; but this morn- 
ing, for what cauſe you ll ſoon hear, the damn- 
ed whore deſerted, about ten miles off, and till 
within 2 hours ago, after the ſtricteſt ſearch | 
we were not able to find her; but then, truely, 
we diſcovered madam toying under a hay 
rick with a young farmer, who I remembered 


well to have drank with yeſterday, where we 


were billetted : My comrade and I came lily 
upon them, after reconnoitring all the avenues 
that there was any chance of eſcape for him 
thro”, and, liſtening, underſtood the dog want- 
ed to clap a pair of decent antlers upon my 
brows ; — B— had N 415 1 the 
game was to begin. "Lama 
common r — be it known to 
you, I have as much honout, and, may be, more 
religion than my betters, and therefore, to 
prevent fin in commiſſion, we popped upon our 
prey, and, inſtead of ſending a brace of balls 


thro” them, brought them into this private place 


to execute a ſoldier's revenge, and a kind of mi- 
litary juſtice. Here has this bh been ty'd 
neck and heels for half an hour, tho? not with 


| fire locks, with half a dozen good limbs of that 


tree, which I hope will learn her never to 
abuſe her — 
1 N : c 
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lant who is tyed to a tree, and ſhall ſoon receive 
as good a thouſand, from (theſe twigs; and theſe 
arms, as ever a ſoldier did for mutiny or de- 
ſertion. Now, D—me gentlemen, I hope you 
think this is right; if not, and you have a 
mind to run yourſelves, harum ſcarum, into 
danger, we are ready to exchange a ſhot with 
you as ſoon as you-pleaſe; we are old dogs at 
that ſport, and could ſwallow fire before you 
ever heard _ name of Brother 
ſoldier, m replyed and we could nei 
ther of us —. laughing at this 
and his puniſhment, you will not be moleſted 
now we hear the truth of the matter; but 
come, your wife ſeems to have ſuffered enough, 
here's a piece of money for you to drink, and 
let me beg the favour of. you to releaſe her, 
and as to the ſecond part of your juſtice, you 
may lay it on as ſmartly as you think proper; 
but I hope you have no intention to kill the 
man no, no, noble Sir, he returned, we*ll 
only give him reaſon to remember how he at- 
tempts to abuſe a ſoldier, and, for your ſake, 
the B ſhall he untied, and if ſhe behaves 
well ſhall drink your health with us when we 
arrive at quarters. Come, Nan, bleſs God and 
— that you did not remain double, 
an hour longer, and be da—d to you ! ſhe was 
ſoon looſed, but had ſuffered ſo ſeverely that 
ſhe could hatdly crawl z ay, ay, ſays her huſ- 
band, you have felt it now— we'll let you have 
time to come to your felf ; and now for you, 
Mr Plaughman ; upon this we rode ſomewhat 
nearer, and difcovered a ſtout young fellow 

TW ſtripped 


* 
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ſtripped of his coat and ſhirt, and tyed to an 
adjacent tree, trembling and ſweating for fear; 
nay, Joe ſwore he ſtunk damn —ly, and he was 
ſure had bet himſelf before his time. came; 
but now, you clod hopping fon of 2. B—, PU 
warm you into more ſs, 1 warrant you, 
you'll never run caterwalling aſter ſoldiers 
Wives, if you do I'll be d- for you— that's 
all; and then ſtripping himſelf, and tying up 
his ſhirt ſleeves, he bid ill count, as he ſtruck, 
for, ſays he, d—n the dog, a:thouſand's his ſen- 
tence, and he ſhall not have one more or leſs— 
and well laid on too— there goes one two 
three this third ſtroke made . amorous 
countryman ſkip and dance about, and roar ex- 
tremely— ah, ſays Ja. what does it tickle you? 
— come, come you'll make brave muſic bye 
and bye—— what! you feel do you? — four 
— five— How d'ye like it now, my lad? I 
wiſh Will, we had a little ſalt and water ready 
againſt we ve done I would not have the 
dog's back mortify neither, for it will be cut 
almoſt to pieces thus he went on, at every 
two or three ſtrokes, pauſing and encrraſing the 
fellow's fear with ſuch like ſpeeches: as for his 
part, he roared like a bull, and by that time 
one hundred were counted, the blood ran down 
his back and ſides in ſtreams, ſo that we really 
began to feel compaſſion, and laid our heads to- 
gether, to find out ſome expedient to leſſen his 
puniſhment. One while we apprehended the 
burning out of the candle, which now was redu- 
ced to a ſmall end, would bring it to a termi- 


nation; but we wete entirely miſtaken, — 
4 when 


88. 
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when the two executioners perceived that, they 
ſtopped to collect a large parcel of bruſh 
dry ſticks, and made a large fire, ſaying 
ſince we have witnefles already to our revenge, 
let as many more come as will, for every body 
mult be eaſily convinced of the juſtice of what 
we are about. At it they went again, and the + 
poor fellow made the woods reſound with his 
cries and groans At length, I addrefled myſelf 
to the huſband; honeſt friend; ſays I, don't you 
think, as this fellow's crime was merely inten- 
tional, that he has ſmarted ſufficiently for it? 
Come, ſhew a little compaſſion, we'll buy off 
the remainder of his ſentence too, if yowl fix 
a reaſonable price upon it. Ay, added Lord 
George, conſider, a thouſand laſhes, ſo well 
laid on, at one time, are more than fleſh and 
blood can bear— beſides, here is no ſurgeon to 
apply to, and *twill be impoſſible for him to go 
home, if you inflict the whole number, and f 
death ould enfue, you may depend upon it . 
that you'll ſeverely ſmart for taking your own a 
amends— nay, it might go hard with you, for 
what you have already done, in a court of juſtice, 
tho you may think it ever ſo right— be per- 
ſwaded— come, here's a crown more for you 
let him looſe no, by G— Sir, he ſhall have 
the whole— or let me ſee—you talk like 

_ worthy gentlemen— let's ſee the crown, and he 
ſhall have but three hundred more, upon my 
honour I would not bate an ace of that num- 
ber, if the king were here. Over hearing this 
parley, the countryman called out in a faint 
doleful tone, O gentlemen ! — good gentle- 

ien  withedc men |! 
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. men! pray perſwade him! — I cannot bear a- 
nother ſtroke— I ſhall dye— one more will 
finiſh me I am almoſt gone already! — Oh 
for Chriſt's ſake— fave me! ſave me! We were 
now ſo near him, during this truce, that he 
could plainly diſtinguiſh our perſons, which he 
11 no ſooner viewed, ap he 2 op 1 
3 y with greater ſpirits ; my ord ! — 

_ T know 1 5 lordſhip! I am honeſt Tim Black- 
erby of the Brill, his grace's old ſervant— I am 
ſorry for what has happened! but P1I never of- 
fer at the like again!—My lord ?—Lordgfays the 
. huſband, at hearing this— WE ee have 

I whipped you into goodneſs ?— What you can 
call upon the Lord's name now, can ye I've 
a hearty good will to laſh you till you can re- 


peat the name of every ſaint in the calendar too, 


ſince you are ſo apt at it. Honeſt friend, ſays 
lord George, you're miſtaken, tis me that he 
calls upon 1 know the poor man; come let 
him looſe, I'll make it up three half-crowns, 
tho* I think its more than he deſerves.— Oh ! 
thank your lordſhip— I'll reform I'll never 
be vicious again— I acknowledge my fault and 
beg the gentleman's pardon ! Well— well— 
returns the ſoldier again this is ſomewhat— 
I muſt own—1I find I have taught him both 
manners and morals; and ſince theſe. worthy 
gentlemen— lords they may be, for what 1 
know are ſo very kind and generous to you, 
you may go about your buſineſs and be d—d to 
you: ſo ſaying,he and his comrade unlooſed him, 
and, fearing a breach of articles, if we departed 
firſt, we ordered the fellow to be gone, which 
he obeyed with as much expedition as his —_ 
| neſs 
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neſs and his-wounds would permit, ſending up 
abundance of prayers for us, and uttering a 
thouſand erpreſſions af * acknowledgment, 
Meantime, we had à long diſcourſe with the 
two ſoldiers, and were both very much ſurpri- 
zed to hear not only very pertinent things from 
them both; but ſuch as ſpoke them to be men 
of ſuperior ſenſe to the common rate people of 
the ſoldier's profeſſion. The woman had, 
by this/ time recovered herſelf enough for the 
march, and with her companions beftowed 
bleſſings upon us for our goodneſs, We en- 
quired their names, and lord George was fo 
pleaſed with their honeſt vein of diſcourſe, that 
he ordered them to call at Ware-hall, if they 
could make it in their rout, and aſk for the But- 
ler, to whom he would give orders to make 
them heartily welcome. us we parted, and 
it was now midnight; but as I was very well 
acquainted with the way to my father's, from 
the place we were now at, we were not above 
an hour and a half before we meaſured it, 
and deſcry'd our intended harbour. The time 
was ſufficiently beguiled away in our reflexions 
the late humorous adventure, which had 
not a little entertained us, and we both agreed, 
that the ſoldier's revenge was juſt. I was ſome- 
what anxious about my lord's reception, at this 
time of night, and the unpreparedneſs of my 
nts to recieve ſo noble a viſitant I could 
gladly have advertiſed them of our coming, for [ 
thought the abruptneſs of his arrival, might give 
them ſome pain, but how rejoiced a1 when 
a furlong from we * was accoſted by 
| Jenkyns 
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J enkyns, who was glad to ſee me lfeurived and 
told me the whole family were up, and very 
uneaſy at my not coming or ſending home be- 
fore. I whiſpered him in the ear and bid him 
let my father know who was with me; upon 
which he ran with the tidings as fleetly as his 
legs would 1 him, and, as we rode only up- 
85 trot, by the time we reached the gate, 
it was flung open, the ſeryants were ready to 
take our horſes, and my father, in the politeſt 
manner, welcomed our illuſtrious gueſt, and 
conducted him into the houſe, where my mo- 
ther received him with as much freedom and 
unconcern, and as great gentility as if ſhe had 
never been far from the air of a court. I muſt 
own I was quite ſurprized at that eaſe and viſi- 
ble diſengagedneſs with which. they.did the ho- 
nours of their houſe, and lord George ſeemed 
immediately ſtruck with their manners and 
pearance, and I could fee by his looks, that he 
was equally aſtoniſhed 1 pleaſed at his treat 
ment. We. partook of the refreſhment- of a 
glaſs of wine; 1 our gueſt ſigniſying it would 
give him pain to keep the family up longer, 
my father ordered the beſt bed to be got ready 
for him, which was always kept empty for the 
ule of any viſitant, and, after having waited on 
him to his apartment, where, he gave me to un- 
derſtand he was much delighted and charmed 
with my parents, I retired to reſt, for which 
the pleaſing n of the * had ann 
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0 AP. xm. 

We endeavour to entertain Lord George to his fa- 
 tisfaftion— he expreſſes his Love and Grati- 
. tude— tue viſit the neighbouring Farmers — 


meet Mr Goodman— aMeſſenger arrives which 
, Jhartens bis ſojourn with us— he departs, 


HE jocund morn had no ſooner enliven- 
ed the face of nature with its approach, 
than our whole houſhold aroſe, and my mother 
uſed all her diligence to put things into a decent 
order againſt the riſing of my noble affociate, 
who was not uſed, we foon found, to waſte 
his hours in the faftneſs of bed; for when I at- 
tended him to know what he would order for 
breakfaſt, he was drefled and ready to iſſue from 
his apartment. With the utmoſt good nature 
he expatiates, a-freſh, upon the pleaſure he 
took in his preſent ſituation, and proteſted he 
never reſted better in his life, adding, my friend, 
there's ſurely ſome” enchantment dwells about 
your houſe, every thing charms me already, 
and inclines me to be a tedious viſitor ; nay, I 
can't yet ſay, when I ſhall be able to break 
from you, the taſte I had of your worthy parents 
laft night, has encreaſed and whetted my expec- 
tations of till greater felicity: come, let us 
haſte and pay our complements to them; ſo 
ſaying, we deſcended into the parlour, where 
he was received with an encreaſed politeneſs and 
Fang © that excited freſh wonder in me, as 
ns ſuperior to any thing I had ever yet 
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conceived of my parents abilities. In ſhort 
breakfaſt- time was taken up in a kind of filent 
admiration of. each other, and, that concluded, 
my father attended him thro' every part of his 
farm and his adjacent lands, and behaved in ſuch 
an engaging manner, that his lordſhip told him 

he had now no occaſion to repair to London for 
entertainment or inſtruction; for, Mr Ramble, 
you have proved to me, that in your friendſhip 


vl and that of your ſon, I ſhall meet with ever; 


thing that can make the country perpetually de- 
lightful. Why Sir, I came to behold rural 
worth and ſimplicity— but what have I diſco- 
vered! the haunts of learning, the retreats of 
philoſophy ! and I already begin to fancy myſelf 
in an Arcadia, with princes; that tend their 
flocks, or in thoſe. ſilent ſhades. where erſt the 
heavenly ſages of antiquity, in ſacred ſong, a- 
dored the powers ſupreme, and winged their 
bliſfful hours, in ſearch of heaven- born wiſdom 
forceful truth ! We replied to theſe refined com- 
plements in the moſt modeſt and reſpectful man- 
ner; and, if he was thus taken with us, my fa- 
ther was overcome with ſurprize at beholding 
ſp much knowledge and ſuch rare attainments in 
a youth of his age and condition, as he diſco- 
vered in him every. time he ſpoke, and, as for 
my part, I found the oftener I converſed with 
him ſomewhat new to love and admire. My mo- 
ther provided the moſt elegant dinner that the 
time and her circumſtances could afford, and it 
appeared ſo much beyond what he expected or 
deſired, that he told her he hoped for the future 
ſhe would conſider him as another ſon, and not 
| e tempt 
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tempt him to think ſhe uſed any ceremony to- 
wards him. I want your affection, madam, he 
continued, and beg the favour you'l treat me as 
one of your family, and let me partake of what- 
ever your table affords in common, whenever 
1 do myſelf the honour to call upon you, with- 
out farther proviſion. Your hearts I would 
endeavour to obtain a place in, my deareſt 
friends, as you ſhall have ever fincerely in mine, 
unclogged with formality and far from diſtance 
and ceremonious conſtraint. My lord, my mo- 
ther returned, what you are pleaſed to call ce- 
remony proceeds from the overflowing joy and 
ſatisraction with which my heart is replete, 
upon the great honour you have done us, and 
the kindneſs you expreſs towards us and our 
fon, and you will permit me Sir, to ſay, that 
your quality and your condition, ſimply conſi- 
dered, have no ſhare in my attachment to you; 
but when I behold the greatneſs of your rank 
adorned with all that good ſenſe, condeſcention 
humanity and benevolence that ſeems ſo natural 
to you, Tam at a loſs how enough to expreſs 
my ſenſe of your viſit, and to diſplay my affec- 
tion and eſteem for your perſon. I wiſh, Sir, 
you may ever find us deſerving of the happineſs 
of your friendſhip. I muſt aſſure my reader 
that the converſation did not at all flag during 
the remainder of the day, which was chiefly 

nt within doors, and, ſometimes we had 
recourſe to books to enliven and keep up the 
ſpirit of our diſcourſe: and here again, our ad- 
miration was raiſed to the higheſt pitch, at this 
young nobleman's attainments; who at an age 
| H 4 in 
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in which pleaſure is the principal purſuit of 
- youths of his quality, appeared to have ſpent his 
whole time in reading and contemplation, and 
the retirements of ſcience: neither my father or 
mother had ſeen him before, and it had hap- 
pened that his curioſity never excited him to 
viſit any of his father's tenants. on our fide of 
the country; ſo that he was a perfect ſtranger 
to their characters, and till my going to Ware- 
hall, had never heard the name of Ramble: 
howomr. our ſervants had taken care after the 
uſual manner of domeſticks, to whiſper amongſt 
the neighbours the honour their maſter had re- 
cieved of a viſit from the duke's ſon, and the 
next not a little to our mortification, 
as we were fearful it would offend him, many 
of the neighbouring farmers came over to pay 
their complements to him at our houſe. At 
| firſt be appeared to be ſomewhat ſorry for the 
n it occaſion'd, and ſaid he was con- 
cerned at the trouble it gave us in particular; 
| but when my father, who dearly loved others 
ſhould partake of his ſatisfaction, had informed 
him what a worthy hoſpitable ſet of | 
dwelt round us, he joined in his ſentiments, 
and received; them all with fo much goodneſs 
that be ſent them away in raptures, and, mere - 
ly from a motive of obliging them ſtill further, 
he told us, at night, that if we'd accompany 
him he'd repay the good people's viſits, and endea- 
vour to become acquainted, in a neighbourhood 
where he ſhould for the future ſpend the choiceſt 
of- his hours. My father, thus prepared, 
rode over that very aight to his friend Che | 
haſe 
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Chace; to acquaint him with my lord's being at 
our houſe and his deſign of the next day. The 
ſquire was rejoiced at an opportunity of paying 
his reſpects to him, and promiſed to be over, be- 
times, with all his ſervants, ready mounted, to 
attend him; and my father, before he went 
to reſt,” gave orders to Jenkyns to prepare him- 
felf and hid fellow+-fervants,for the ſame purpoſe; 
ſo that when we had breakfaſted, the ſquire was 
introduced to the young lord; who received him 
in his uſual complacent manner, arid when we 
were ready to ſet out he found himſelf ſurround- 
ed with a retinue, not at all inferior in number, 
to that he would have commanded at Waret 
hall. He was ſometime before he could over- 
come his ſurprize at this ſudden and unexpecte 
complement; but, at length, addreſſing himſelf 
to the ſquire and my father, he ſaid dear gen- 
tlemen your kindneſs gives me confuſion, 
and I begin to think myſelf a very troubleſome 
fellow. Why Mr Ramble, you dealt ſure with 
— laſt night, or how could you 
be prepared with ſo goodly a train; but, how- 
ever, I hold myſelf Inſinitely obliged and ho- 
noured, and will ſtudy on every occaſion to be 
grateful, for this inſtance, in particular, of the 
reſpe&t you 'intendito my father and me. It is 
impoſſible to expreſs how much I was pleaſed 
with my father's diligence to do this piece of 
honour to! our viſitant; every thing that condu- 
ced toitkat end, I felt moſt intimately; I alrea- 
dy loved him dearly, and began to exult within 
myſelf, ache conſequences of my happy con- 
5 youth, and, for the firſt 
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time, vanity began to play about my heart, A. 
a view of the benefits 1 might reap. by it; 
which was ſenſibly flattered by my father's afli- 
duity to oblige his: and the idea it: could not 
fail to give him of the reſpeR paid us by the 
country people. This was, in truth, the period 
from whence Idate any ſelf. importance I ever felt, 
and I really began to think my character ſome- 
what more elevated than that of the ſimple ſon 
of Mr Ramble the farmer. Tbe reader, conſi- 
my youth, and the natural propenſity 
we have to think well of our ſelves, will readi- 
ly excuſe me for this exultation of heart, and 
r beginning to imagine I poſſeſſed ſome of that 
merit that every one flattered me they diſcover- 
ed in me. Even my old acquaintance the ſquire 
looked at me with particular liking, and told 
me, in anſwer to my enquiries aſter Harry, that 
he wiſhed he had kept him at home, for my ſake, 
and that when he conſidered my 1 — 
he thought an univerſity. education 
Me ſet forward with this attendance, 26s 
call'd at every one of the tennants in a circuit 
of five miles and more, who ſeemed quite ſen- 
ſible of the honour done them, and recieved us 
in a manner that teſtifyed their entire ſatisfaction 
at my father's regard to them, and the | 
of their noble viſitor, WhO appeared charmed 
with his tour, and partonk of the civilities and 
refreſhments they offered him, with his native 
amiable condeſcention: To conclude our pro- 
greſs we call'd at the ſquire's, where an elegant 
entertainment was provided, and there ſpent: 
the remainder of the day and the enſuing night, 
; * T2 A. 
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and what gave me an encreaſe of joy, was the 
ſight of my old maſter, who accidentally rid 
over to viſit the family. The old gentleman . 
could ſcarce refrain tears at the fight of me, and 
hugged me in his arms with ſuch an ardor of 
affection that he quite melted me; I gave him 
ſome account of the method J had taken in my 
ſtudies ſince I left him, at which he was ex- 
tremely pleaſed, and I underſtood Mr Sly and 
his ſpouſe went on very cordially and ſucceſs- 
fully and that old Rachel was as hearty as ever. 
When lord George was let into his humour and 
his worth, he directed his difcourſe to him, and 
amongſt other things was pleaſed to ſay he 
ſhouldalways preſerve a reverence for him; parti- 
cularly becauſe to his inſtructions he owed man 
of the improvements he diſcovered in his frien 
and that diſpoſition that had ſo captivated him; 
adding, Dr it may perhaps fall within the com- 
paſs of my power to ſhew you I don't deal only 
in words and complements, and you ſhall com- 
mand all my good offices, The doctor, in his 
honeſt way, returned him his thanks ; but ad- 
ded, that he was grown old, and ſo happily ſitu- 
ated that he thought his felicity could meet with 
no'greater addition than the honour of being 
known to ſo noble and illuſtrious a gentleman. 
The ſquire and the parſon would inſiſt upon 
waiting on us home, and we parted from the 
Holm, after my lord had left tokens of acknow- 

ledgment to all the ſetvants, in a bountiful lar: 
geſs for the trouble he had given. An hour 
and half brought us ASA to our houſe, and 1 

was in hopes I ſhould, once more, have my 
H 6 friend 
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friend to myſelf; when, unluckily, as ſoon al- 
moſt as we had ſeated ourſelves, Mr Poundage 
arrived from Ware-hall, and after paying his 


complements, informed him that the duke was 


taken ill at his apartment in the abbey at Edin- 
burgh, and had ſent an expreſs for the dutcheſs 
and her ſons to come to him with all ſpeed. I 
choſe, my lord, he continued, to bring you the 
meſſage myſelf, which has afforded me the plea- 


1 ſure ot ſeeing my old friends, and obſerving the 


| 5 you have communicated by your pre- 
ſence to this worthy family: and ſeeing the 
tidings of the duke's indiſpoſition had given him 
pain, he continued to acquaint him that it was 
a very ſlight illneſs, and no bad conſequences 
were expected from it. by his phyſicians. The 
young nobleman, upon this, reſumed his gaiety, 
faid he was ſorry he muſt hurry away fo ſoon, 
and mertily told Poundage, that he'd never for- 
ave him for not making him acquainted with 
this ſcene of delight re but that he had 
recieved ſuch an agreeable reliſh from his firſt vi- 
fit, that he d make amends for his loſt time by 
a Cloſer connexion with us. He enquired if the 
marquis had heard of bis father's diſorder, and 
\ a8 anſwered that he had diſappeared the very 
evening of our departure, nor could any tale or 
5 Be beagd of him; but, as young ſquire 
| Ranger was with him, he imagined he was 
gone to York, or upoh ſome. rakiſh progreſs 
nearer, home, which was not an unuſual prac- 
tice with him, when the ſquire was in his com- 
pany. My friend ſhook his head at hearing this 
in a way. which diſcovered, more than Words, 
y i 14 31 9 3 1 n | his 
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his diſapprobation of his brother's behaviour. 
They were perfwaded to r aippet before their 
parture, and then, very affectionately bidding 
us adieu, and embracing me jwith:a. particular 
action of regard, and promiſing to ſee us ſoon 
after their return to Ware- hall, they departed, 
not ſuffering us to attend them any part of the 
way, and my lord left generouſly an hand- 
ſome gratuity with Jenkyns, for himſelf and 
his fellow ſervants. - 

I be reſt of the day was ſpent by us, in ad- 
miration of and encomiums upon his perſon, 
affability and good ſenſe, and the ſquire and 
Goodman, returned home full of joy at the ho- 
nour they had recieved, and 2 * to 


me and my father, for making them MN 
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I give my Paths, an Account of the Ea aides 
n Commuſſion and my reception at Waresh 
the Manner in which be 2 it. 4 
22 
tber rudely attacked by two — in Di 
gui ſe— my Father flies to her reſcus. Deli- 
vers ber — I am alarmed and haften to his 
 affiftance— one of the Aſſaulters known ta me 
I diſcover him— his behaviour” ther 

my Father complains of their rudeneſi they 


* pardmn for the inſult, and depart. 


had been ſo taken up in the enter- 
tainment of lord George, that I had, 


here, had no vacant opportunity to inform 
| my 
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my father of what had occurred to me in my 


late expedition to Ware- hall; but the day after 


the departure of our gueſts, I gave him, at his 
deſire, a full relation of every Bins that paſſed 
there, in which I expatiated upon the civilities 


J had recieved from Mr Poundage and Mrs 


Gentle and the honour conferred upon me by 
the dutcheſs and her amiable ſon; not forget- 
ting to let him know my ſentiments of the 
marquis, and his behaviour. My motherwras 
preſent when I made them this narration, and 1 
ceived her cheeks glow with tranſport whilſt 

I was rehearſing my obligations to that noble fa- 
mily, and my 1 could hardly refrain from 
ſhewing a perfect wildneſs of joy upon the oc- 
caſion. I concluded, with proteſting, how fin- 
cerely I lov'd the young nobleman, what an 
impreſſion his goodneſs had made upon me, and 


that the ſupreme felicity I aimed at, was to con- 


tinue in his good graces, and endeavour to warm 
his heart with the ſame ſentiments” of love and 
friendſhip that were predominant in mine. 
Twas a minute or two before I received a word 


of 'anſwer— during which filence, they both- 


ey'd me with an unſpeakable delight my mo- 
ther flung her arms about my neck and embrac- 
ed me with a tender emotion of affecłionate 
tranſport, and my father, as ſoon as I was Jooſed 
from her careſſes, caught me in his arms, and 
eagerly preſſed me to his boſom, called me his 
future hope, and the bleffing of his life, and 
ſoon after addreſſed me in the following words. 
My fon, my excellent child! you Jaye charm- 
ed me with the account of your beha 


viour and 
reception 
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reception, which affects me in a more ſenſible 
manner, as it may have the happieſt effect upon 
your future fortune. Indeed, when I ſurvey thy 
perſon When I contemplate the benignity and 
amiableneſs of thy mind, and the perfections 
thou art poſſeſſed of both natural and acquired, I 
ceaſe to wonder at the diſtinction paid thee by 
the diſcerning judges of merit thou haſt been in- 
troduced to. Theſe I knew would be the con- 
ſequences of thy appearing at Ware-hall,— 
conſequences I ever had in my mind, and which 
I only. waited a proper age in thee, and opportu- 
nity to court. The affection the young lord has 
ſhewn thee was what I e for I muſt 
now i thee, I have been long well ac» 
quainted with-that noble family perhaps thou 
haſt an intereſt there that will in a proper time 
be made apparent at preſent, I ſhall ſay ao 
more but the advice I am going to give thue, 
the' it may appear ſomewhat myſterious to thee, 
will forward thy further advancement in favour 
amongſt, them, and anſwer the moſt ardent 
langings of my ſoul. Cultivate as much a8 
poſſible the friendſhip and good will of lord 
George — be aſſiduous in your viſits. and givi - 
lities to the dutcheſa . behave with à diſtant 
awe and reſpect to the duke whenever you are 
permitted. to fee him— be courteous to the 
marquis; but mingle as little as poſſible either 
ia his familianties or diverſions be grateful. 
and affectionate to Mr .P and Mrs Gen- 
tle and mildly ſociable to all the ſervants with- 
out dictinction— I know you will have reaſon 
to ſte the uſctulneſs of theſe inſtructions 2 a 

| Ort 
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| ſhort time I ſhall afford you all the liberty of 


going there that you can deſire, nor ſhall you 
"want any pecuniary advantages that my circum- 
ſtances can afford: I may now inform thee, 
that I have no intention of breeding thee to the 
ion of a farmer or a grazier— no, thou 
haſt talents that will introduce thee to a higher 
ſphere of action I foretel that thou wilt be a 


comfort to thy parents, 4 blefling to mankind, 
and an honour _ 8 ere he ceaſed, 
deating me full of aſtoniſhment at the manner 


of his ileourſe, which ſo ſull of rid- 
dles tome ; and impreſſed me with the deepeſt 
ſenſe of affectionate gratitude for his paternal 
kindneſs, - he, -whilſt he was ſpeaking, 
I diſcovered in his lodks, in his geſture, inſtead 
of the homely country farmer, the gentleman of 
exalted views and conceptions, and a dignity 


and grandeur I had never taken notice of before. 


In ſhort I was ſo puzzled and ſurprized, that I 
could return no other anſwer than by kiffing his 


hand with great reſpect, and was ſo full of 


every tender ſentiment, that I was forced to 
make an excuſe to retire to my chamber, where 
a icopiaus; diſcharge of tears eaſed my boſom of 
its oppreſſive, and too overpowering ſenſations. 
Six or ſeven days paſſed over, after this con- 
verſation, without hearing any news fromWare«/ 
hall, which I was every moment arr, 1 for; at 
length arrived a footman, Iim- 
Ae bring 
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My DRA RAuBRI I 5; 
7 N the. hurry of my precipitate, —— — 
your worthy father's, I forgot to leave this re- 
gueſt to you, that you would begin a literary cor- 
reſpondence with me, the only way that I can be 
recompenced.for the pain of being abſent from you; 
but ſee, 1 25 firſt, ou myſelf 15 r to 
acquaint you, that we arrived in ſafety at-Edin- 
burgh, and, to our complete ſatisfaction, 7498 his 
grace in a manner recovered from his indiſpoſition. 
¶ hope a few days will return us to War al, of 
which I ſhall let you have immediate notice; for 1 
find myſelf in a Hart without your pleaing ens. 
Ears: have obtained ſo very agreeable a pro- 
miſe. My reſpect complements attend your 
father and — 2 — all friends an your fide the. 
country, ard believe me with the greateſt warmth, 
* Fane em and humble ſervant, 
| George 


L ordered Jenkyns to entertain and refreſh the 
meſſenger, and being quite raptured at ſo un 
expected a favour, tired to my appartment, 
and in a kind of euthuſtalm, returned a ſuit 
able anſwer, in which my ſenſe of the honour 
conferred upon me was truely pourtrayed. This 
incident gave my father freſh joy, and raiſed his 
expectations and mine ſtill higher and higher 
we were perpetually running out in the praiſes. 
of the noble youth, his goodneſs. of heart, and 
his warmth of friendſhip, and every time he was 
mentioned, both my mother and he were giv- 
me farther inſtructions how to behave to- 
weeds him, to n. the continuance of his 


love 
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love and affeQtion ; and laying before me ſuch 
maxims of (prudence and delicacy, as might 
conduce to that purpoſe.” As to Mr Chace and 
our neighbours, they became ſo reſpectful to me 
upon all occaſions, from the late occurrence, 


that I was no more addreſſed to in that free 


manner they were wont; but they began to 
furvey meas a perſon quite ſuperiour to my for- 
mer ſituation, and that was likely, as ſome of them 
expreſſed ĩt, to become a very great man. How- 
ever I behaved ſo familiarly to every body about 


me, that no one envied me, but all expreſſed 
a general ſatisſaction at the honour I had re- 


cieved. ; 
My mother frequently uſed, towards the cloſe 
of the day, to walk in a meadow at the back 
ef our "houſe, and near a quarter of a mile 


diſtant from it, for an hour or ſo, to take the 


air, it being the moſt agreeable ſpot for that 
purpoſe upon our lands, and, when my father 
was otherwiſe engaged and I was purſuing the 
argument of ſome favourite author, ſhe made 
one of the maids accompany her. Itha 

, when the ſun had 
juſt retired from ſight, as ſhe was purſuing this 
ſavourite walk, and the maid was gathering 
blackberries at ſome diſtance from her, that two 
men, of a genteel look, with a pack of dogs in 
their train, croſſed the field over a foot path, 


. which was a way to ſome of the neighbouring 


farms, on both fides of us; and, obſerving a 
woman of a fine perſon and appearance, alone, 


for they did not at firſt diſcover her attendant, 


the one faidto the other, d—me Jack, here's — 
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beſt game we have ſtarted yet — a charming 
creature by G—. Let's ſee how ſhe'll behave to 
us, and ſo ſaying, immediately left the path 
and croffing over to her, accoſted her with a 
torrent of inſolent jargon and wretched ribal- 
dry, to which, ſhe being greatly frighted, re- 
turned no anſwer, but ran homewards as faſt 
as her feet would carry her, — calling the maid 
by her name to come to her aſſiſtance. The 
girl turn'd about at hearing her miſtreſs's cries, 
and was running towards her, when her pur- 
ſuers uttering abundance of oaths and execrati · 
ons, overtook her, and rudely ſezing her round 
the waiſt, kiſſed her, and prepared to proceed 
to more ſhocking violences : at the ſight of 
which the maid fled homewards, and, fear giv- 
ing her wings, was in an inſtant in the yard, 
where my father happened providentially to be 
Juſt at the nick of time. The poor creature 

not power to ſpeak, but fell down. at his 
feet in a ſwoon. This alarmed him terribly, and 
fearing the worſt he made towards the tile, ang 
diſcovered my mother in the hands of the ruf- 
fans, ſtruggling and endeavouting with all her 
might to reſiſt their villainous attacks. I is not 
poſſible to concieve the dreadful torments he 
felt at this ſhocking ſight, but his rage, kindled to 
the higheſt pitch, Was the firſt paſſion that diſco - 
vered itſelf — catching up the ſtaff of a flail, that 
lay at his feet, in a moment he meaſured the diſ- 
— between them, and, before they diſcovered 
him, at one 2 felled the foremoſt of the vil». 


lains to the which the other pereieving, 
let * W 
| by 
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by his ſide, advanced with great fury, and, 
dexterouſly evading a blow from my father, aim- 
ed à ſtroke at his head, which he with as much 
agility avoiding, recieved upon his ſtaff, which 
it almoſt ſevered in twain, My poor mother 
fainted away at this horrid fight, fending ferth 
a loud cry, and fell at my father's feet; this 
fight raiſed his fury to the greateſt extravagancy, 
and, redoubling his efforts to cloſe with his an- 
tagoniſt, at length, miſſing his head, he let fall 
ſo weighty a ſtroke upon the hand that wielded 
the hanger, that it immediately dropped, and a 
ſecond blow falling upon his forehead, ſent him 
reeling to his companion. Meantime, the maid 
coming to herſelf, crawled into the houſe and 
allarmed the whole houſe with her disjointed 
narration ;/ upon which Jenkyns, the only man 
in the way, catching à blunderbuſs from the 
chimney, and I, arming myſelf with a ruſty 
ſword, ſallied forth, full of fury and as full of 
fear of what had happened. I never before 
- was in ſuch an agitation, and crying out, oh! 

my dear mother, my father ran directly towards 
the melancholy ſcene; where the firſt ſight that 
claimed my notice, and wakened all my paſſi- 
ons, was my mother in my father's arms, who 
was endeavouring, by every tender ſollicitation 
and device, to bring her to herſelf; whilſt the 
tears trickled from his cheeks at the apprehen- 
ſions of her danger. At ſome diſtance lay the 
tuo inſtruments that had given birth to this diſ- 
treſs, the one having juſt recovered enough to 
ſit up tho not to tiſe up an end from the 

ground, and the other lying as if he had no 
3 ſigns 
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motions of ready to finiſh nem 
by a —̃ — m — had pre- 
ſence of mind ſufficient to order him to deſiſt, 
and to watch that they did not eſcape, but might 
be ſecured to anſwer the miſchiefs they had cau · 
ſed. We were ſo engaged about my poor mo- 
ther, that I took little notice of their dreſs or 
perſons, till the maids came down, by whoſe 
aſſiſtance, my _ conveyed herinto the houſe, 
and, after ſeeing her put into bed and ſomewhat 
recovered from her fright, returned to the place, 
where now both che ruffians were awakened 
from the condition my father had put them into 
disfigured with the that ran plentifully- 
down their faces, and but ſcarce able to riſe. | 
When they had got up, he advanced towards 
them, and aſked who they were, and from what 
motives they had the inſolence to attack his 
wife with ſo much rudeneſs within the bounds 
of her own houſe; and what ſatisfaction they 
could make him for ſuch an unpardonable in- 
ſult? but, continued he, you are in ſafe cuſtody, 
and I will ſend for propet officers to take care 
of you, till I can-redreſs myſelf in a legal man- 
ner ; Which redreſs I am reſolved to exact with 
the utmoſt rigour, and therefore you had beſt 
quietly ſubmit to be my priſoners. They look - 
ed at Ae other, but anſwered not a word, 
and walked, between us up tothe houſe; where 
we uſhered. them into the kitchen, and gave 
them chairs. to ſit down, and my father ordered 
water to be provided ſor them to waſh them- - 


ſelyes, from the ſanguine 2 * 
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viſages. - They were both dreſſed in green 
Bal frocks, but had nothing about them 


that could them from common per- 
ſons, ſave, that I thought I diſcovered a ſuperi- 


15 or air in ons of them, and a mien that ſomewhere 


or other I had obſerved before. They were ſi- 
lent all chis while, and ſeemed: gloomily to ru- 
minate upon their ſituation, looking at each 
other with a kind of ſhame: and diſmay, at the 
fruits of their adventure; but when they had 
eleanſed themſelves, judge my —.— and — 
pain it gave n 

the marquis my dear friend's elder brother; — 
could I contain myſelf from breaking out into 
this ejaculation good god ! what do I ſee— 
is it poſkble it ſhauld be the marquis of — ! 'tis 
impoſſible to deſcribe the effects theſe words had 
upon every body preſent. The marquiſs's face 
was immediately covered with bluſhes, and he 
held dovwyn his head with an action of the utmoſt 
confuſion his companion ſhewed the ſame 
ſenſe of ſhame— my father ſeemed troubled and 
at a loſs what to and Jenkyns and the ſer- 
vants were quite a mitbedss- at len gth, reſum- 
5 himſelf, 4 he addrefled - 94 lord, and 
aſked him, leſs roughly, what could have indu- 


ced him to enter that houſe like a thief and a 


where he might have commanded 
an hearty: welcome, and-why he choſe to exer- 
ciſe the ſallias of his wanton frenzies upon a vir- 
tuous woman, who had never offended him? 
but my lord, he continued, tho your birth and 
the regard I have for your noble family ſhall pre- 


vent ene public, in the man- 


ner 
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ner I intended, I believe I ſhall have intereſt 
enough with his grace, to have ſuch offences 
diſcountenanced to him I will make my com- 
plaint at a proper ſeaſon ;, but as to ygur com- 

ion, he ſhall anſwer in a fit place, the vio- 
foaes and temerity he has been guilty of. My 
lord, you are at liberty and I would have you 
remember, that there are farmers who have as 
nice a ſenſe of honour as ſome noblemen, and 
that, perhaps, want neither ſpirit nor ability to 
do themſelves juſtice, in a manner moſt ſuitable 
to your rank. Tis true I am your father's ten- 
nant, and as ſuch owe him all the reſpect due to 
his quality; but I am under no obligations to 
your family that can force me meanly to ſtoop. 
to injuries, or to put them up tamely when re- 
ceived. Had a cannon been fired at their ears 
it could not have had a more viſibly diſhearten - 
ing effect than theſe words, at the concluſion: - 
of which the blood ſeemed quite retired from. 
their cheeks to the ſeat of life: but after a ſilence. 
of ſeveral minutes, during which they frequent- 
ly looked upon each other with a viſible confu- 

and now and then ſtole a glance of admi- 
ration at my father and me, the unknown per- 
ſon, with a tremulous tone of voice, which at 
the ſame time expreſſed fear and diffidence, 
made this reply. Faith, good Sir, 1 find we are . 
quite miſtaken in our man, and by g I'm 
aſhamed of what has paſt, and will make you 
any ſatisfaction you can defire : come, conhder 
we are acouple of filly. idle young fellows, that 
meant no manner of harm, and I appear already 
ſuch an inſignificant ſcoundrel, even in my own 
| eyes, 
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eyes, that I am not worth . your anger: per- 
mit us to beg your pardon, which for my part, 
Ido ſincerely, and to aſk your wife's with the 
utmoſt compunction for our offence : by Seed. 
T muſt plainly tell you, Sir, that this ugly adven- 
ture will make me at leaſt very cautious for the 
future, if it does not wholly work a reforma- 
tion in me. My father much ſurprized at this 
ſenſible manner of. expreſſion, from a perſon he 
thought deſtitute of every good quality, gave 
no interruption, and he proceeded thus Come 
Sir, have a little chriſtian compaſſion for us 
dot t let this affair go any further — we'll en- 
deavour to merit your future good will by ne- 
ver ehtering your purlieus, but in friendſhip, 
| 1 ou may command my ſervices in 
5 n upon all occations— my name Sir— is 
Ranger of Random-hall— the country. 
knows. me, for a natured honeſt fellow, if 
| for nothing elſe—T have an eſtate tis true 
à {mall matter pray do you and, that young 
1 gentleman, who d—n me looks like one of us, 
| { FI come over and fee how heartily I will treat you 
| ou (half eat and drink the beſt the country 
1 will afford, and, if you'll ride, I'll lead you 
ach a chace after a puſs as ſhall rejoice your 
= hearts. At this notable concluſion he advanced 
_ towards us, dragging my lord by the hand, and 
= - caught hold of my father's and mine, ſay ing, 
5 well I Know you forgive us, I ſee it in your 
eyes don't you? — why don't you ſpeak, my 
| lord? Why, returned the marquis, you have 
| ſaid ſo much I can add nothing to it; but will 
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aſſure the gentleman and his ſony that I am hear- 
tily ſorry for my offence, and hope his ſpouſe 
is not much diſordered or hurt by the affront 
we gave her. At this moment, one of the 
maids came into the room from my mother, 
who now was informed who the gentlemen 
raviſhers were and what was paſſing, with this 
meſſage to my father, that ſhe was much better, 
and hoped * would entirely recover her, 
and that, as the gentlemen were ſorry, and 
aſked pardon for their behaviour, ſhe forgave 
them, and wiſhed he would do the ſame; and 
not be too ſevere upon them. The two 
ſparks looked at one another and at us with a. 
vilibly freſh confuſion, at this goodneſs and 
condeſcenſion in a woman they had treated ſo 
ill, and ſquire Ranger, broke out thus, by G—, 
my lord, its more than we deſerved; we are a 
couple of villians and don't merit half this kind- 
neſs, which I {hall place to the duke's account, 
and believe it to be out of regard to him mere- 
ly, and not at all to ſuch a couple of filly puppies 
as we are. Well, returned the marquis, if ſoweare 
equally obliged to the lady, and will ſtudy on 
all occaſions to be grateful now only waiting for 
ou Sir alſo to ſign our pardon. My father, at 
ength— with abundance of good nature, told 
them he forgave them, and having uſhered them 
into a more decent apartment, ſet proviſions 
and wine before them, which the raks de- 
voured very greedily, ever and anon breaking 
out into freſh expreſſions of gratitude, and, 
when they roſe to depart, my father addreſſed 
them in this laconic and ſenſible manner, which 


"MN they 


„K—„» 


7% THE ADVENTURES OF 


they received with as much deference, almoſt, 
as if it had proceeded from the mouth of an 
oracle Gentlemen, I hope, however inferior 


my rank may be to yours, that you will hear 


a few words from me with attention: you are 
both deſcended, and you in particular, my lord, 
from good and worthy parents, whoſe amiable 
qualities, and whoſe excellent behaviour have at- 
trated the reſpect and veneration of mankind, 
in a far greater degree than their eſtates or their 
titles could poſſibly do: the vulgar herd alone, 
pay a deference ſimply to theſe latter; but the 
ſenſible and the intelligent part of mankind, 
wholook upon things in-the light they deſerve, 
deſpiſe that man who ſolely becomes poſſeſſed of 


| hereditary honour and fortune, without the ad- 


dition of ſuch a temper of mind and ſuch en- 
dowments as make him a bleſſing to the world. 


You are young, and your age will excuſe many 


of theſe. excurſions of idle wantonneſs; but 
therearediyerſions enough,and innocent enough, 
to employ your vacant moments, without dif- 
turbing the dwellings of peace and the cottages. 
of comfort, with your riots. Let a perſon's 
rank and fortune be ever ſo great, if we diſco- 
ver in him low and mean propenſities, he be- 


comes the ſubject of ſcorn and averſion, and if 


he ſtoops to be the unjuſt perſecutor or ſpoiler 
ot his inferior neighbour, he puts that injured 
perſon. upon his on level; nay, muſt in the end 
be forced to confeſs him his ſuperior. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Some further Particulars of the Duke; the Dutch- 
efs, the Mar 2 mo George, and the reſt 
of their Famil — my ſecond Vi Vir t to Ware-hall 

and on what account, — am taken notice of, and 

genteely treated by the Marquis, who carries 
me to Lure Ranger's— his Father, Mother, 
and Brother arrives— I am invaded to the 

Duke— return Home, loaded with C:vilities. 


Hus this ugly affair ended in a manner 
7 highly to my ſatisfaction; for I had en- 
tertained a train of gloomy ideas, imaginin 
that my father's nice notions of honour, 8 
carry him ſo far as to occaſion a breach with the 
noble family, and thereby an eſtrangement be- 
tween me and my friend: therefore, as ſoon as 
they were departed, I went up into my mother's 
chamber, and throwing my arms round her 
neck, I congratulated her upon her recovery, 
and at the ſame time expreſſed my ſenſe of the 
22 ſhe had ſhewn in endeavouring to 
em the torrent of my father's anger, and to 
ive her pardon fo freely to the brother of lord 
PA ; and my father ſoon after entering the 
artment, they both, in the kindeſt manner 
affored me that it was'from their regard to me 
and the merits of my friend, that they had ſo 
eaſily paſt over fo mortifying an inſult; for, 
my ſon, he added, no fear of the conſequences, 
of purſuing my juſt reſentment, ſhould have 
checked me from giving it its full ſcope, and 
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revenging any wrong or any diſhonour offered 
to this dear woman; but I have made this ſa- 
crifice of my anger to the union between you 
and lord George, which I muſt again fell you 
is highly ſatisfactory to me; and, as the. two 
youngſters ſo amply humbled themſelves, and 
ſo ſubmiſlively aſked our pardon 'tis, my 
intent that neither your. friend- or any- one 
elſe ſhall be acquainted. with the matter, but that 
it be forever. buried in oblivion : a man that 
exchanges forgiveneſs with another, yet after- 
wards makes the offence the ſubject cf his diſ- 
_ courſe and reflection, is very much to be ſuſ- 

ed of malice and inſincerity, and acts a 
part of ſuch meanneſs, that I hope none of my 
family will ever be guilty of; and, indeed, in ge- 
neral, it is too much the temper of mankind, 
even ſo much, that reconcilements can hardly 
evet be depended upon : If, from a regard to de- 
cency and the application of friends on each 
fide, there is an outward ſhew of reconciliation, 
yet ſtill each party goes on to complain of the 
other in private, and this coming again to their 
ears, the breach is widened more and more, 
and they are filently determined to do one 
another every injury in their power in return, 
Tis therefore, that I would have you eſteem 
the marquis as an acquaintance only. but never 
as a friend, and be ever upon your guard leſt he 
do you ſome private act of injuſtice ; for, tho 


they have now parted with us in ſo mild and 
complaiſant a manner, I know the height of their 
- ſpirit and their diſpoſitions, ſo well, that I fear 

Das 4340 Bil they 


ZAMES RAMBLE, Eſq; 173 
they will ever be our enemies, and that the 
blows they have received at my hands, the re- 
proaches I have made them, and the humiliation 
they were, from a kind of neceſſity, forced into, 
will engender much ill will towards me and my 
family. There are few, very few, that are 
honeſt or generous enough, to be truly ſenſi- 
ole of a fault, or to be plea'ed with the perſons 
that humble their pride ſo far as to make them 
confeſs it. The truth of this obſervation of! 
my father's, I have often ſince experienced, 
and had ſoon. reaſon to apprehend he 
had formed a right judgment of the marquis. 
I Thereader will not think it at all from my 
purpoſe; if, before I proceed in my narration, 
Lien them ſome further account of this fami-- 
ly, which will render my ſubſequent adventures 

ſtill more eaſily comprehended, and I introduce 
it here the rather, as moſt of what I am going to 
inform them of, Was gathered from this conves- 
ſation with my father and mother. 
Ihe duke had for ſome years retired from 
court, where he held the principal rank, and poſ- 
ſeſſed one of the greateſt offices his ſovereign 
could beſtow, and his retirement was occaſioned, 
by an indignity offered him by the then prime 
miniſter, -whog on a certain occaſion, had let 
fall a rude expreſſion reflecting upon his father, 
who had been notoriouſly in the intereſt of the 
Stewarts family, and upon ſome of the dutch- 
eſs's relations, and the demial of a pardon 
which he ſollicited for her brother, who was un- 

13 | fortunately 
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fortunately embarked on the wrong fide, in the 
rebellion of 1715; the duke thought his own at- 
tatchment to the family upon the throne me- 
rited ſome regard, whilſt the miniſter made it 
his ſtudy to infuſe jealouſ: es of his grace into the 
royal ear, as if he partook of the leaven of his 
race, was only outwardly loyal, and waited but 
a proper time to declare his ſentiments. The 
duke could not brook being ſuſpected, it raiſed 
the utmoſt indignation in his breaſt, he knew 
the integrity of his heart ; he Aung up his places, 
and retired to his paternal fields, ſince which re- 
treat he had but once viſited London; but ſpent 
.a conſiderable part of the winter ſeaſon at 
Edinburgh. He was a nobleman of ſtrict honour, 
univerſally beloved, paid his debts with exact- 
neſs, and by his diffuſive humanity and charity, 
became a bleſſing to his tenants and the whole 
county. Whatever notions were held by bis 
predeceſſors, he was himſelf no friend to the 
abſurd doctrines of indefeaſible hereditary righ 
paſſive obedience and non reſiſtance, and as his. 
principles of government were thoroughly re- 
volutional, ſo his ſentiments of religion were 
generous and large, for tho' he was in profeſſi - 
on a member of the church as by law eſtabliſh- 
ed, he heartily approved of and concurred in 
that legal toleration that was wiſely given to the 
diſſenters of various kinds from that eftabliſh- 
ment. *T was upon theſe principles he endea- 
voured to form the minds of his ſons, to whom 
he inculcated, that the power of the king ſhould 
never domineer over the rights and liberties of 
the people, and that reſiſtance was lawful ùpon 
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any occaſion, wherein the chief magiſtrate act- 
ed contrary to the conſtitution. The dutch- 
eſs, herſelf, tho* bred up in other ſentiments, 
and whoſe family had been ruined, and the re- 
preſentative of it was now in exile for adhere- 

ing to them, had been reaſoned out of them 
by her lord, and ſeemed to have no other re- 
mora in the way of her thorough converſion, 
than her reſentment at the ſeverity with which 
her unhappy brother had been purſued, even 
to the attainder of his perſon and the ſequeſtra- 
tion of the family eſtates; whilſt ſome others, 
more deeply concerned, had not only the pardon 
of their lives, but the poſſeſſion of their for- 
tunes granted them : however, when any topic 
of this kind came before her, ſhe talked mildly 
and impartially ; but would declare herſelf 
ſtrongly of opinion, that lenity and mercy were 
the only antidotes againſt future inſurrections, 
whereas the contrary meaſures produced an 
hereditary hatred againſt the government, 
and continued attempts to recover, what 
an indiſcreet and ſuperſtitious zeal had forfeited : 


A zeal ariſing from error in judgment, which 


ſeverity would never have force enough to con- 
vince. | 
The marquis and lord George had been un- 
der the private tuition of the ſame maſters, who 
attende them from fix years of age to the preſent 
time, named Dr Claflic and Mr Le Fevre, the 
Doctor was profoundly ſkilled in the languages 
and was beſide a man of polite erudition, whoſe 
leſſons were given with more freedom and 
. goodnature than is _—_ with pedants ; in _ 
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be was a very accompliſhed gentleman, and 


greatly in favour with my friend, from his be- 
ing entirely free of that auſtere, ſour and unſo- 
ciable temper, that too often points out the man 
of mere learning. Mr Le Fevre, was a French 
refugee, deeply read in the opinions of Calvin: 


Conſequently you may ſuppoſe his notions of 


religion were narrow, confined, and full of the 
ſpirit of cenſure; and, one may venture to ſay, 
that from that ſect, no generous and noble 


philoſopher was ever produced; yet, ſo much 


was the duke inſatuated by this gentleman's 
ſupercilious behaviour and affectation of ſanc- 
tity, that he had appointed him to regulate the 
manners and preſcribe rules to the behaviour of 
his ſons, in the nature of a governor and direc- 


tor; but hold, reader, Mr Le Fevre was a true 


Prefbyterian, he had obtained: his ends in this 
appointment; but he knew the marquis would 
one time or other, be duke of—, and therefore, 
as he was a man of an ambitious and avaricious 
diſpoſition, he was not over ſevere upon his 


noble pupil; tho? at the ſame time he ſcanda- 
lized religion and virtue, and made him deteſt 


it by his harſh and unamiable behaviour and 


countenance: as to lord George, that worthy 
youth, whoſe ſentiments of honour, virtue and 


humanity were almoſt naturally his own, he 


was pretty rigid upon him, in preſcribing his 


diverſions, hours of ſtudy, and other matters; 
but as my friend had obſerved in him, a fordid 
diſpoficion, and much grimace and chicanry in 
his principles, he thought of him, at this time 


of the beginning of my acquaintance with the 


fanuly 


\ 
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family, with the utmoſt inward. contempt, tho? 
he carried it apparently complaiſant on the ſcore 
of his father's. regard for him. Lord George 
had not only acquired a very complete know- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin claſſics; but had 
alſo read moſt of the beſt authors in the mo- 
dern languages, nor was he a little acquainted 
in humanity ſtudies ; but the marquis's acquire- 
ments had been very ſuperficial; the liberty 
his primogeniture, gave him, together with an 
independant eſtate which he poſſeſſed, from the 
deviſe of an uncle of his mother, and the large 
expectations he was born to, made him behold 
learning as a drudgery beneath his notice; 
thence his perſuits tended merely to the grati- 
fication of his, paſſions and appetites, and he 
was already regarded by the neighbourhood 
as a petty tyrant; thoſe who had wives and 
daughters trembled when he approached their 
houſes, he had given ſo many indications. of a 
looſe and debauched diſpoſition, . which re- 
ceived great encouragement from the example 
of ſquire Ranger and other diſſolute aſſociates 
of his, with whom he too frequently herded, 
to the great diſlike of the duke and dutcheſs; 
but he had now reached an age when inordi- 
nate deſires are not eaſily to be controuled.; 
they had been too lax in their former documents. 
and diſcipline, and methods of ſeverity could. 
not be . practiſed; therefore mild advice. and 
calm reproaches were all that was left them, 
and they were ſeeking out a more proper ſet ot 
companions for him, or, in failure of thoſe. 
means, had reſolved, as ſoon as poſſible, to 

2 W ſend 
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ſend him to the univerſity, where they hoped 
his haughty diſpoſition would abate of its diſ- 
agreeable unſociableneſs, and that his pride 
would incline him to excell in a further purſuit 
of thoſe ſtudies, in which he had or ought to 
have made ſome progreſs. | 

A fortnight paſſed, after this rude occurrence, 
which on my file was principally employed 
amongſt my books, and in the converſation of 
my parents, from whom I received every day 
new and unexpected lights into the nature and 
deportment of the world, and if, as I did on 
feveral occaſions, I made any propoſal to aſſiſt 
my father in his buſineſs, or offered to accom- 
pany him or Jenkins to thoſe markets where 
they generally diſpoſed of their cattle, or en- 
deavoured to inſpect into the farming affairs, I 
was told, it was time enough for me to moil 
myſelf in ſuch matters, and that, perhaps, pro- 
vidence had chalk'd out and intended a courſe of 
life for me, quite remote from ſuch conſide- 
rations ; ſo that I was obliged to reſt content- 
ed, and to live without any other concern than 
that of improving my mind; and at ſuch va- 
cant hours as could be ſpared by my father, 
from the neceſſary attention to his daily con- 
cerns; he uſed to exerciſe me at the ſmall ſword, 
merely he ſaid, as a preſervative to health; in 
the uſe of which I found he was a perfect 
maſter, and that even Jenkyns was not much 


his inferior. Early one morning he called me 
to him, and told me that he had now another 
fifty pounds to ſpare for Mr Poundage, and 
that he would have me carry it to him, ſaying, 

| | . can- 
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J cannot place it in more ſecure hands or to 
more advantage, and as all the family are at 
Edinburgh but the marquis, you will have an 
opportunity of diſcovering, by his behaviour 
to you, if he has any reſentment remaining 
againſt us upon the late account; if he behayes 
in a more genteel manner than he did when you 
was there before, it will give me ſome pleaſure, 
as I flatter myſelf the dutcheſs and lord George 
will prevail upon the duke to take you into the 
family as a companion to the young nobleman ; 
from ſuch an incident you will be able to enter 
the world with greater advantages than you can 

poſſibly expect Fom any endeavours of mine in 
your behalf, and it will exactly tally with the 
ſchemes I had formed for your future fortunes. 
I was going to purpoſe a few impertinent 
queries to my father, upon what he had faid; 
but his manner and deportment aw'd me into 
filence— his looks ſeemed to indicate that I 1 
ſhould not be too inquiſitive, and therefore I 
addreſſed myſelf to prepare for my journey, 
and being ready, and having received the fifty 
pounds, I bid adieu to my father, and the 
reſt of the family, and ſet forwards on m 
tour, in the beginning of one of the fin 
days that ever I had ſeen. I arrived there 
about noon, and, without ſtopping at the 

reat gate; rode round to the portal thro' which 
had been before admitted to Mr Poundage, 
which being opened, after the uſual ſummons, 

by one of the ſervants, who had ſeen me before 
he took my horſe with great civility, and I 
knock'd at the office door, which was ſoon o- 
ly pened 


* 
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Pened by Poundage himſelf, who hardly allow- 
ed me time to pay my complements to him, 
before he threw his arms round me, and claſped 
me in an eager embrace, crying out, what m 
dear child ! this is indeed an unexpected viſit 
| — God fo, I can hardly believe my eyes 
come, come in, how does. thy dear father and 
mother do, -and all thy family ; and. before I 
could return a regular anſwer, he forced me 
- down in his great armed chair, and taking a 
bottle out of his cloſet, filled a bumper of wine, 
and made me pledge him to their healths, and 
then, continuing his diſcourſe, told me I was 
arrived in good time, for the whole family was 
expected home that very day, and that I had 
gain'd ſuch, a ſhare of the dutcheſs's eſteem, 
and. of. the love of: lord George, that he was 
jure the ſight of me would give them the utmo 
delight. - Ah, my dear boy, he added, you were 
born under a lucky planet, and your fortune's 
already made l All this family are full of your 
praiſes, and Gentle will be as glad to ſee 
you as the beſt of them; but, God ſo, I'd 
forgot, the marquis is at home, and per⸗ 
haps. may take miff if I don't introduce you to 
3 — him be what he will, you know— 
we muſt honour him, as our 2 eldeſt ſon 
and the head of the houſe. He was going di- 
realy to conduct me to him, when I told him 
of my buſineſs in particular with him, at which 
he caſt up his eyes with a kind of rapture, 
and once more embracing me, proteſted my 
father was the worthieſt man and the very beſt 
friend he ever knew : * received my 741 
an 
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and given me a receipt, he took me by the hand 
and ſed me up the ſtaircaſe, and thro' the gal 
lery I had traverſed the laſt time I was there, 
and 1 a ſervant to know if the marquis 
was to be ſpoken with, an anſwer was brought 
in the affirmative and we entered the apartment, 
where firſt I had ſeen the young lord, who was 
Juſt riſing 1 8 breakfaſt, tho* near one a- clock 
at noon. He no ſooner fixed his eyes upon 
me; but to our great aſtoniſhment, ichen 
giving time to Mr Poundage or me to pay our 
complements to him, he advanced toward us, 
and cryed out, oh Mr Ramble, is it you? 
you do me a great pleafure in this viſit, I aſſure 

ou; and I take it Kindly of Mr Poundage that 
he affords me an opportunity to ſhew you how 
much 1 eſteem you. Pray gentlemen be ſeated 
— be fr&— Have you drank any thing this 
morning, and in the fame breath ordered his valet 
who was in waiting, to go to the butler for a 
bottle of ſherry, of which we each drank a 
glaſs. I muſt own the alteration, of the mar- 

quis's behaviour was ſo ſurprizing to me that 
for ſome minutes I had not recollection enough 
to return his civilities, and as to. the old gentle- 
man, to whom it mult de a greater matter of 
wonder, he ſtared and gaped like a perſon be- 
witched, and, as old people have often a me- 
thod of talking to themſelves, I could diſtinct- 
ly hear him ſay, God. ſo, how's all this, am I 
awake, or is the world turned upſide down? 
ſurtly I dream, and this is not the marquis, nor 
that Ramble, nor am I myſelf. This was not 
all; for he would not ſuffer me, to return with 
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Mr Poundage, but told me I ſhould ſtay till 
his brother and the reſt of the family came 
home, and added, nay I hope you'll give us 
your company for two or three days, we'll ſtu- 
dy to make your abode agreeable to you, I aſ- 
ſure you, Sir. We dined together in the ſame a- 
partment, and, after dinner, he carried me to 
ſhew me his horſes and his hounds, and gave 
me a long detail of their pedigrees and good 
qualities ; he afterwards took me with him to 
Alte Ranger's at Random- hall, who ſeemed to 
vie with the marquis in my entertainment, 


and expreſſed the greateſt regard both for me 


and my father and mother, adding, come my 
lord, of a bad buſineſs this has turned out very 
well, and given us a new companion— d— me 


Mr Ramble, if ever I was more glad to ſee 
any body in my life— you ſhall hunt and ſmoke 
and ſmock with us by 5775 we'll ſhew you 


ſome fine girls about us, briſk Bona Robas as | 


ever Northumberland produced, with fine rol- 


ling eyes and riſing breaſts ! egad, my lad, you 
ſtare ; but tis true — we'll introduce you to the 
joys of life, which I dare ſay you have been 
hitherto a ſtranger to. I made no anſwer at all 


to this rigmaroul ſpeech, but with an inclina- 


tion of the head, well, I thought to myſelf, 
this is a language quite new to me; but vice 
fits ſo odiouſly upon you both, that I fancy 
you'll not be able to recommend her to me by 
your example : How unlike the diſcourſe of that 
amiable youth lord George is this, how far infe- 
rior to any thing I ever heard from my father 
or any former acquaintance! I immediate- 


1 


* 
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ly revolved in my mind the cautions my fa- | 

ther had given me of theſe two gentlemen,” and 

reflected upon this obſervation at the cloſe, that 

they could not forgive us for their laſt mor- 
tification. Sure r ſaid, in a ſoliloquy, they 
don't mean to revenge themſelves, by debauch- 
ing my principles and morals,if they do they ſhall 
be vaſtly miſtaken, I am too well fortified 
againſt ſuch evil impreflions. Now the bottles 
and glaſſes were ſet before us, and after a ſeries 
of healths, of the king, prince, and princeſs, 
duke and dutcheſs and in concluſion to the 
church, I was complementally- aſked for my 
toaſt, upon which I gave lord George. Aye, 
by g—, ſays the marquis, I knew we ſhould 
have that, come here's the foreſaid, d—n me [I 
like him well enough, if the dog was not ſo 
preciſe: True, replies Rangers If he would aſ- 
ſociate with ſuch honeſt fellows as you and I, 
he'd be a tolerable creature, but he has got 
ſuch an odd train of diſcourſe, that he puz- 
zles me to underſtand him; however here's his 
health. I knew my own conſtitution to be pret- 
firm, and that my head would not be eaſily 
iſordered, therefore I drank glaſs for gals of 

the firſt bottle, but put in a caveat againſt 

ſecond, and more particularly becauſe I over- 
heard Ranger whiſper the marquis, his refo+ 
lution to make me dead drunk before we parted, 
and I believe my modeſty would have got 
the better of my diſcretion, if a meſſenger 
had not arrived to the latter, with advice that 
his father and the family were arrived at Ware- 
hall, which obliged him to break away _ ” 


— 
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had curſed and ſwore ſome time at the d—d in- 
terruption. Ranger made a motion to keep me 
with him *cill- the marquis's return, which the 
other as readily: acquieſced in; but I as mo- 


dieſtly, and yet as reſolutely, as L could, en- 


— 


treated the favour to be ſuffered to go with him 
to pay my complements to his brother, which, 
ſome demur, was granted me, upon con- 


_ dition. that I Would promiſe to be with him 


there the firſt opportunity, and thus I got 
rid of a ſociety that was very diſagreeable to me, 


for this time, and returned with the marquis to 


Ware-hall. A flavering cudden juſt arrived in 
Londonfrom the moſt diſtant county, could not 
be more amazed at the ſtrange and unuſual ob- 
jects that every where attacked his wondering 
gape in that metropolis, nor a raw unfleſhed 
ſoldier, view the carnage of a field of battle 
with more terror and abhorrence, than ſtruck me 


at ſuch converſation and behaviour, which made 


ſuchan impreſſion upon my mind, that I remained 
in muſing melanchaly ſilerce all the way back 
to: Ware-hall, during which the marquis en- 
. me with panegyric upon Ranger's wit 
and humour, and praiſes upon the manner of 
their ſpending their time, to which I made no 
other anſwer than yes and no, and ſometimes. 
very improperly; which he kindly aſcribed to my 
not having been uſed to ſuch good company be- 
fore, but promiſed me to make it more fami- 
har to me for the future. Thus highly, to all 
appearance, in his good graces, we alighted, 
and. 1 followed him immediately into the hall, 


which was full: of attendants, and were wer: by 
Lo. | ; | I 
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lord George, at the fight of whom I could 
14 refrain from the moſt natural tokens of 

joy and pleaſure. What, my dear friend, 
be cry'd, the minute he ſaw me, this is hap- 
pineſs indeed! at the ſame time embracing me, 
and turning to his brother, us'd the ſame action, 
and thanked him for the care he had taken of 
me. Come, my lord, he continued, let us go 
to their Graces and carry him with us, my fa- 
ther has heard of him and longs to ſee him. 
I returned theſe civilities with an heart: felt ſa- 
tisfaction, and full of trembling diffidence follow- 
ed them, thro' a lane of bowing domeſticks 
who ſeemed all to regard me with a pleaſed at - 
tention, ſome whiſpering their fellows. to en- 
quire who I was, and others praiſing my air 
and mien; and J could overhear ſome of the | 
females, in particular, ſay, he's a charming 
creature how like lord George! — "Theſe 
encomiums had a very good effect upon me, 
and not a little inſpirited me, and indeed I had 
occaſion for ſome ſuch ſupport, being in great 
confuſion at the honour I was going to receive 
of paying my reſpects to his grace, and hardly 
able to comport myſelf with tolerable decorum 
from the hurry and diſorder. into- which it had 
put me; We entered the antichamber which 
was dhe moſt ſuperb apartment I had yet ſeen, 
where the dutcheſs was repoſing upon a mag- 
nifſicent ſettee, and the duke ſtanding by her 
with papers in, his hands, which he ſeemed to 
have been reading to her: his perſon, which 
was of the largeſt ſize, and his dreſs Which was 
very 9 together with that air of dig- 
"Mt nity 


half 1 N he's beyond 


— 


pray, Sir, how long have you been here? The 
marquiſs, anſwered for me, ſeeming to take 
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nity that was diffuſed about him, ſtruck me 
with ſo much awe that my very knees tottered un- 


der me. The marquiſs firſt advanced to his 
mother, who roſe thereupon from her reclined 


peo and received his embraces with her 
uſual charming and - engaging manner gently 
mingling the careſſes ſhe beſtowed upon him, 
with chidings at his not having followed them to 


- Edinburgh: to fee his father. He made ſome 


trilling excuſes which were readily accepted, 


and the duke took him in his arms and embrac- 


ed him, ſaying, ay! my lord, I ſuppoſed you 


Were too deeply engaged in your diverſions to 


afford us your company; then turning to lord 
George, that young nobleman was going to in- 
troduce me, when the dutcheſs cry d out, with 
an emotion of pleaſure and ſurprize, oh ! my 
lord duke, this is that amiable young gentle- 
man, Mr Ramble ! my face was all over co- 


vered with a crimſon bluſh, whilſt I advanced 


a few paces and made a profound reverence : 


The duke came forwarts, and taking hold of 
mu hand, ſaid, my dear I'm very much plea- 


ſed to fee you, and immediately, aſide to the 
dutcheſs, madam, you have not praiſed him 
expeQation lovely 
„ What an air of our family he 
wears about him I am ſtruck with the reſem 
blance there is between him and my ſon George; 


ſome ſhare of merit to himſelf by having en- 


tertain'd me, that I came in the morning, and 
be had done all he could to detain me and 


make 
9 
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my ſtay agreeable to me till their return. My 
dear, ĩeplyed the dutcheſs, you have greatly 
obliged us in it, and lord George took him by 
the hand, ſay ing, brother you are very kind, 
and was refolved to ſhare with me in the heart 
of my friend, I'll my to repay the favour 
with — ti A cold collation was ordered 
in, as a refreſhment, after their journey, up- 
on which I reſpectfully made a motion to with- 
draw; but the duke caught me by the hand, 
ſaying, hold young gentleman you muſt not go 
yet, I muſt have a little more of your compa- 
ny; and during the repaſt, he made me ſit next 
to him, and the” I could not recover myſelf 
enough to join, with any tolerable ſpirit, in the 
. percieved the little 1 did ſay, which 
was uttered with much timidity, was ve 
able to them all. The 3 
then, ey'd me from head to heel with a remar- 
kable likeing in his countenance, aſked me ma- 
ny queſtions about my father and mother, and 
ſeemed quite charmed with my anfwers, and T 
over 3 the dutcheſs whiſper him how en- 
gaging he talks love to hear him talk of 
is parents, what a ſenſe of tendernefs and filial 
gratitude ! — ſhe then aſked, if 1 were obliged 
- 2 home as abruptly as I did laſt time, to 
which I replyed, that the manner of my recep- 
tion and treatment had reflected ſo much honour 
upon me, and ſo hight captivated me, that I 
ſhould uſe the greateſt force imaginable to my- 
ſelf, to depart at _ but, however, if I might 
be permitted, I would continue my preſent 
3 until the next * Ay cke 
e 
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duke returned, ſtay with us for ever if poſſible, 
I believe it will give us all great fatisfaRion,, and 
in particular thoſe, young gentlemen— I wiſh 
I could  perſwade your father to make me a 


| Preſent of you: what do'ſt ſay, ſhould'ſt like 
to become their conſtant companion, my ſons 


are ſoon. to remove to Oxford, where you 


may alſo finiſh your ſtudies. with them in- 
deed I ſhant be eaſy without I can perſwade 


| * father, to whom i'll be better known be- 


its long, to let you become one of my 
family. "The gratitude that inſpired my breaſt 
at hearing this kind and diſtinguiſhing intention, 


Was too overpowering to permit an immediate 


reply, I held down my head and then looked 
with a kind of wild tumult of tranſport. at my 


| Tiend, who ey d me with the utmoſt tender- 


neſs. At length, in the moſt ſubmiſſive man- 
ner, I returned my acknowledgements, adding, 
that his grace had raiſed ſuch a flame of am- 
bition in my boſom to deſerve his goodneſs, 


and to become worthy of the high honour he 


was pleaſed to intend me, that I did not doubt 
of attracting the continuance of his favour, and 
that the moſt ſupreme felicity I could ever ex- 
pect, was to become the humble attendant and 
the imitator of the excellencies of that noble 
lord— bowing to lotd George— who, turning 


to his father, took his hand and kiſſed it, tel- 


ling him, he | hoped he'd make bim happy by 


_ forthwith, getting my father's conſent that we 


ſhould. live together. I can aſſure your grace, 
he continued, that you'll be delighted with 


ſeeing that worthy gentleman: and his. ſpouſe, 


IJI24* Hg 
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who are, I can perceive, perſons of a ſuperi- 
or ſtamp to any of their rank in the country. 
The marquiſs deſired his father that he might 
make one of the party, when he went over 
to our houſe, and the dutcheſs made the ſame 
requeſt, and begg'd of him that it might be ſpee · 
dily, for ſhe was impatient, to ſee a family, her 
idea of whom had been fo much raiſed by her 
ſon, and by the ſight and converſation of me. 
This flow of  encomiums on my parents and 
goodneſs to me ſtill more and more, confound- 
ed me, and I begged that my father might not 
be taken unprepared for the honour they in- 
tended to do him; but that I might bear him 
the happy tidings of the time of their viſit, 


left, I ſaid, the ſuddenneſs and unexpectedneſs | 


of it might rob him of that ſenſe of joy and 
gladneſs, their condeſcenſion would, I was 
fure, inſpire him with, Well, well, replyed 
his grace, you may bid them expect us in 
about a fortnight, by which time we ſhall be 
my ſettled. Nothing farther paſſed, ' 
for, Mr Poundage, who had been out-amon 
the tenants, came to pay his duty to the duke 
and dutcheſs. They received him with a pro- 
digeous deal of good nature, and I could per- 
ceive, by their manner, that he was very much 
in their eſteem, and, looking at me with a 
ſatiſſied countenance, as if he had obtain 
fome benefit he had. wiſhed for, and then di- 
rely turning to the duke again, he faid, 
my lord duke, I am glad you have ſeen young 
r Ramble— he came over to bring me fifty . 
pounds from his father God ſo— the b 
44 7 | . tenant - 
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tenant. we have, I borrowed another fifty of 
dim but a ſmall time fince— how does your 
ace like the young gentleman ? ſo well 
Mendy, the duke anſwered, that I have a 


| Hhene to beg him of his Father, and to. fend 


him to Oxford to finiſh his ſtudies with my 
ſons, and to take care of his future fortune 
Ie think, Mr Poundage he's vaſtly like my ſon 
George! yes, yes, Sir, the old gentleman an- 
| {wered, and could not for his life conceal his 
fatisfaftion, which raiſed ſo much tenderneſs in 
me towards him, that tears of gratitude were 
ready to + nh * * eyes, even in Tn re- 
ſpected where I ſtood yes, yes, 

ceeded— nothing can be more N 
him I am ſure, my lord duke, he'll be worthy 
your care God ſo— I love him as much as 
 myſelf— you'll make my young lords extreme- 
ly happy by it— I thank your grace an hundred 
times for being ſo good to him God ſo, I can 
| hardly contain my joy within the bounds of 
| decency. The duke and dutcheſs could not help 
ſmiling at the affection this honeſt gentleman 
e towards me, and, when he went out, 
he gave me ſo hearty a ſqueeze by the hand, 
as he paſſed me, as fully expreſſed how pleaſed 
the duke had made him. Soon afterwards Mrs 
Gentle came into the room, and looking at me 
with a good humoured caſt, dropped me a low 
courteſy, and the dutcheſs obſerved to her lord, 
that I had gained the, love of every body, for 
here's Gentle, ever ſince ſhe firſt 2 him has 


been conſtantly talking of him. Mrs Gentle 
reply d, indeed your grace, is diſpoſed to laugh 


11 
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at me, dut I muſt fay I have a great eſteem 
for Mr Ramble, I bowed and thanked her, 


and the diſcourſe becoming general, I now and 
then put in for a ſhare of it, and I could per- 
cieve what I ſaid met with -approbation. The 
marquiſs retired after ſome time to his own a- 
partment, and the duke and dutcheſs alſo 
leaving the, room, no body remained there 
but lord George: Upon which I flung my 
arms round him, in a freer. way than ever I 
had approached him before, and he returned 
my embrace with an ardour, that could pro- 
ceed from nothing but the fincereſt regard and 
friendſhip. My, dear lord, I ſaid, pardon my 
tranſport, but my joy to ſee you once more, 
and the diſtinction that thro*' your kindneſs 
has been ſherẽwn me my intenſe affection for 
you, has got the better of that reſpect I ought 
to bear you. My dear friend, he reply'd, let 
us no more obſerve any difagreeable diſtance 
or ceremony, I am all your own, and have not 
taſted pleaſure ſince I faw you; but thank 
God we ſhall ſoon be conſtantly together, our 
joys— diſquiets, every thing the ſame— I long 
tor the happy hour, and hope your father 
won't refuſe you to my wiſhes— all the fortune 
I ever attain to ſhall be equally divided be- 
tween us We'll have one purſe, one bed, and 
one table. Was ever, thought I, ſo happy a youth 
as James Ramble! my heartoverflowed with ten- 
der ſenſation I let fall a tear or two and made 
the warmeſt returns for this goodneſs. During 
the reſt of my ſtay we were ever together, _ 
J . Ty! : 0? 
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tho? we were ſuch young men, our diſcourſe, 
when alone, would not have diſgraced the 
ears of gravity itſelf. Now and then the mar- 
quiſs gave us his company; but could not 
tand it long. he found us too ſerious, 
and therefore often let us to ourſelves; howe- 
ver he carried it with great gentility tome, and 
ſeemed to ſtrive by his behaviour to efface the 
of his adventure at our houſe, of which 
I made no mention to his brother. I din'd 
with the duke and dutcheſs the next day, and, 
at taking leave of them, to return home, her 
grace ſlippeda fine diamond ring from her finger, 
and put ĩt upon mine, ordering me to wear it 
for her ſake, telling me it had been a dear rela- 
tions ring whom I exactly reſembled. The 
duke ſeemed to approve of what ſhe had done, 
and repeated his intention of ſeeing us in a 
fortnight. -- Mr Poundage and Mrs Gentle, in 
— 1 leave of me, t told me-that they long'd 
till I was entirely there, and all the — 
by ſome — or other, diſcovered a concern 
at my departure, Lord —_— faw me. about a 


mile from Ware hall, and I was in hopes he 


would have gone quite home with me; but the 
conſiderate youth had no ſuch intention for 
this reaſon, that as he hoped to have me entire- 
ly in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, he would not 
break in upon thoſe endearments, and thoſe 
lectures of prudence and advice, that my pa- 
rents, no doubt, would beſtow upon me, before 


| ann ner me. 


— * 
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I meet with an adventure in my return— am ſer- 
viceable to two ladies — I am prodigioufly cap- 
_ tivated 7 ane of them offer to wait upon 
them to their Houſe— but am refuſed that fa- 
| wour— their. Perſong e , myſelf 
"from inattention fo my Way, and the rplexsty 7 
an under— arrive at a Farm ouſe— am | 
directed, and by whom— our Diſcourſe— make 


|  @ diſcovery which gives me ſome' eaſe and ſatiſ- 


| faftion— arrive at Home— relate the manner 
F my entertainment at the Duke's — my Pa- 
rents behaviour thereupon. | 


1 Parted with lord George, aſter the tender- 
eſt teſtimonĩes of reſpect and affection had 
paſſed between us, and purſued my way home; 
but, having a great part of the day before me, 
indulged an humour of taking a large compaſs, 
drawn by the fineneſs of the day, and the va- 
rious beautiful proſpects that diverſified the 
country: It ſoothed alſo; a contemplative vein 
into which I had fallen, from the incidents that 
had fo lately occurred at Ware-hall. -I had 
ſtrayed almoſt as far as the famous Floddon-hill, 
and entered à cloſe lane, on each fide confined 
from à view of the champaign by high hedpes, 
which Ware à verdure quite delightful"to the 
br and whence an infinity of the feathered 
choir were chanting their native ſongs 3 when 
the ſound of female voices attracted my atten- 
tion, ant made 1 Ju my horſe's pace; 


ata os.” a9. * 1 " 
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one of them had ſomewhat ſo movingly muſical 
in it, that I was all rapture at the ſound,and could 
diſtinctly hear the 1 expreſſions: No, 
Sukey, all mankind are full of ſnares to capti- 
vate our hearts and as deceitful and inconſtant 
when they get the poſſeſſion of them: That 
very ome youth, whoſe perſon, according 
to your deſcription, is ſo exact a model o 
con, and whoſe face is overſpread with 
ch traits of ſenſibility and tenderneſs, may 
conceal an heart replete with fraud, with cru- 
elty, and every other vice; and I am warranted 
in my conjecture, by the company you ſaw him 
in ; for the uis is a youth whoſe character 
already will hardly bear inſpection; debauc 
of every kind ſeems, by report, to have engroſ- 
ed his whole ſoul, and he bids fair to be the 
dilgrace of his noble family. Lord, madam, 
— — the other, how you talk I only de- 
ſcribed to you a fine picture, and you ſeem ap- 
prehenſive that it has made a deep impreſſion in 
my heart 5 but let me aſſure, my dear mamma, 
chat, tho I could not conceal my ſatisfaction 
from her, at the ſight and remembrance of ſo 
agreeable an object, which perhaps I may never 
behold again, yet I viewed it meerly as a pic- 
ture, and don't find myſelf intereſted enough, 
even to attempt the diſcovery who he is, or 
where he dwells: No madam, ſomewhat 
more-than external beauty will be neceſſary to 
make a conqueſt of my affection. The path 
in which they were walking, on the other ſide 
of the hedge, ſeemed now to take a contrary 
n 
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but that of the laſt ſpeaker had left ſuch an.im- 


reſſion upon my memory, that I thought 
—— ſtep I rode it. fill Gunded in my —— 
with all its ſweetneſs and all its melody. I 
had not rode fiſty paces further before the lane 
ended, and forced me to enter a kind of com- 
mon on the right, which I had not purſued 
above ten minutes before I defcry'd two females 
at a diſtance, whom, from the circumſtances of 


time and place, I conjectured were the ſame 1 


had been ſo attentive to. I rejoiced at the fight, 
tho' I knew not why I did ſo, and, by a kind 


of involuntary motion, clapped ſpurs to my 
horſe in order to get up with them; but I had 


ſcarcely done ſo, when I perceived one of them 
fall down, and that the other was endeavouring, 


with the utmoſt difficulty, to raiſe her, and I 


heard a groan, or two that pierced my very 


heart. I was not a minute before meaſured the 


way between us, and to prevent any apprehenſion. 


of danger from me, with which they ſeem'dtobe- 
agitated at my approach, I alighted at ſome 


paces diſtant from the ſpot they were upon, 


and, ſlipping my horſes bridle-over my arm, ac- 
coſted them with great ſubmiſſion and gentility, 
and told them that having perceived they had 
met with ſome accident, humanity, and the re- 
gard we naturally have for the fair ſex, urged 
me to offer them my aſſiſtance. The eldeſt 
immediately made me this anſwer. All ſeem- 
ingly wild and diſtracted Oh, Sir, help me to 
raiſe my poor daughter fear ſhe has broke 
her leg by ing into that ugly hole you ſee 
there — Indeed we = much obliged to you, 

2 ir 


47 


196 THE ADVENTURES OE 


Sir and accept the offer of your aſiſtance 
oh! my dear, turning to ber daughter, who 
was — on ſeated upon the greenſword— how 
do you find * hurt nowW— are you ſome- 
what better? The daughter made no immediate 
anſwer, but ſeemed to have her eyes fixed 
with earneſtneſs upon me, and really I was by 
taken up in the contemplation of her charmi 
. features; that I was become immoveable, ti 
SZ a ſudden cry, as from pain, awakened me; up- 
2 on which the other lady and myſelf ran to her, 
| and whilſt ſhe was chafing her foot, where ſhe 
pointed to her ſhe was hurt, I tremblingly took 
1 hold of her arm to ſupport her from falling 
1 —_ backwards.” Fhe chafing gave her preſent eaſe, 
| aud in inte ſweeteſt manner ſhe returned her 
= mother thanks, and turning to me, faid—Sir— 
1 P m very troubleſome; at the ſame time 
a glance at me that penetrated my very foul. 
1 Oh Madam, I replyed I ſubuld be very bar- 
1 | barons to myſelf, if I did not endeavour tu ſerve 
| you; pray miſs, let your mamma take off your 
moe and ſtocking and ſee whether ſhe-can per- 

ceive' any damage that you may have receiv'd 

__ and fo laying, I retired ſome paces and turn'd 
= e other way, to preſerve that decorum 
1 r 


perfons* of ſuch an appearance 
mean time, was in ſuch a flutter of >" Hero 


that I did not know in what manner to behave ; 
Felt methought an unuſual and pleaſingly pain- 
ful commotion in my boſom,” whith at once I 


attributed to compathion, for an object ſuperior 
— to _ any 1 had ever 1 
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and who was now in pain and diſtreſs: And thus 
I reaſon'd with myſelf, and accounted for that 
concern I took in the affair, from my natural 
ſenſibility and tenderneſs to per ſons under miſ- 
fortunes; but, alas | I was deceiving myſelf with 
ſuch ſophiſtry, and ſoon found the lovely un- 
known had gained an intereſt in my heart, 
which I never afterwards was able to remove, 

and which influenc'd all the ſucceeding part of 
my life. My readers, who by this time are 
pretty well accquainted with the diſpoſition and 
temper of James Ramble, will not wonder that 
love ſhould intrude itſelf into his breaſt, which 
was replete with ſofmeſs, and ſwelled with the 
noble ſtand moſt delicate 5 tis a paſ- 
ſion that diftinguiſhes the worthieſt naturey, and 
is unknown to the ſavage, the brutal, and the 
viciqus. 8 rouſed me from my re. . 
verie, ing me her daughter, ſhe found, 1 
had —_ ſlightly ſprained her ancle, and that 
ſhe hop'd ſhe would now be able to walk home, 
with her affiftance, upon which I turned t- 
wards them, and in the politeſt, and yet moſt 
unaſſured, manner, offered my ſervice to ſee 
them fafe to the place of their reſidence, or 
propoſed to make a kind of pillion with my 
coat upon the ſaddle, for her more eaſy con- 
veyance on my horſe. I thought her daughter 
looked as if ſhe would have accepted my propo- 
ſal; but the mother, after thanking me very 
genteely for my kindneſs, told me that ſhe 
would not conſent to trouble me any farther, 
adding, Sir, I hope you'll excuſe me; but I 
have ſome particular reaſons to imagine your 
N Grin , 
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feeing us home would not be very proper. I 
ſhowed a viſible concern at this denial z but 
faid no more ſor fear of offending z for I was 


really impreſſed with ſo much re pect that I 


took what ſhe ſaid for a law. I therefore bid 


them adieu, and mounted my horſe, in order to 
perſue my way, whilſt the ladies, one ſupport- 
ing the other, ſoon gut out of my fight. My 

eyes followed them as far 2s I could diſtinguiſh, 

and I could perceive the ycung one often turned 
her head about, and ſeemed to regard with at- 
tention the place where the had left me, and, 
where I fat as fixed, immoveable and ſtupid, as 
if I had been enchanted, and, after they had to- 


tally difappeared, giving my horſe the reins, 
and unconſcious ob what I was about, I took 


the mw eee muſing upon my adventure, 


ring with myſelf ho they could be, 
w_ — dwelt,as I was {; there way 

gentleman's ſeat thereabout, and their 
Te - TSF behaviour ſpoke them far above the 
level of the country people. The parting looks 
the young lady darted towards me, gave me a 
ſenſible pleaſure, as it ſeemed to be an indication 
of ſome little regard, and when I revolved what 
I had heard them ſay, before 1 diſcovered them, 
I flattered myſelf that [was the perſon ſhe had 
ſeen with the marquis, and on whom 1 had 


heard her mother beſtow ſuch epithets of praiſe. 


All this while | had not the leaſt notion that my 
inclination to t 4; young gentl:woman, pro- 
ceeded from the 'beginnings of the paſſion of 
love; but that it flowed from the pleaſure I 
i he II to a perſon of fo much 


ſeeming 


; 
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ſeeming worth; a female the moſt charming I 
had ever ſeen, and ſo near my own age. | 
rode on thus for ſometime, unknowing what I 
ſought, and as I contemplated the form of this 
angelic beauty all the while, tis but juſtice to - 
myſelf and my reader to paint her graces. Hes 
perſon was of the middling ſtature, all the parts 


of which bore an equal and regular proportion 


to each other; her ſhape was eaſy and exqui- 
ſitely fine, and her motion beſpoke a freedom, 
and at the ſame time a conſcious dignity; her 
_ complexion was fair as the cleareſt alabaſter, 
her eyebrows and eyes were of the blackeſt 
hue, and her fine jetty trefſcs wantoned 
in ringlets oer the whiteſt neck that ever rival'd 
the new fallen ſnow ; her delicious ſmall mouth 
diſplayed a pair of lips, that equalled the car- 
nation dye of the opening roſe, and her'breafts, 
which began juſt to ſhew themſelves, ſet off all 
the numerous beauties that adorned heg lovely 
perſon. Her voice. was ſoft and melodious, 
ahd the honied accents that trickled from her 
tongue, - pierced the very ſoul, and left an 
impreſſion upon the car, like the melting ſym- 
phonies of the flute; her looks were full of a 
certain air of meaning and penetration, that is 
not often ſeen in youthful ladies, and-which 
inſpired an inexpreſſible awe and diffidence into 

the beholder. Her behaviour had a caſt of ſo 
much tenderneſs and firmneſs, at the ſame 
time, as proved her breaſt to be replete with 
goodneſs and humanity, and that ſhe poſſeſſed all 
the truely amiable qualities that ſhould adorn. 


, 
. 
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the charming ſex, beſtowed upon us by heaven, 
to ſolace our cares, and to make us trucly happy. 
The mother, appeared not yet above the age 
of farty, and her mien, at firſt view, beſ 
» the gentlewoman; ſhe had a grandeur in her 
appearance that commanded. reſpect, and her 
manner of ſpeaking, and her addreſs plainly in- 
dicated that ſhe was of ſuperior quality: Her 
features, however, ſeem'd to betray a melan- 
choly, and grief that had ſtamped their fatal 
effects upon a very agreeable face, and the tone 
of her voice, betokened an embarraſsment ariſ- 
ing ſrom trouble and affliction. This was what 
my penetration helped me to diſcover, nor did 
it appear afterwards: that I was much niiſtaken 
in my 8 N 
A thouland times I accuſed myſelf of folly 
in not having enquired their names and place 
| of abode, and humbly begg'd the happineſs of 
92 D e and Ge pri par" 
thought, and had quite forgot home; and 
 Lrow'd from my trance, to look about me, 1 
had wander'd, I found, quite out of my know- 
ledge, and the day was pretty far ſpent ; but 
to my comfort, about half a mile on-wards, I 
diſcovered a very large and handſome farm 
houſe, which I directly made towards, as the 
readieſt means, to be put into my night way 
again. In the yard a country fellow, being at 
work, I made to him my requeſt; but de had 
no ſooner lifted up his eyes to ſurvey me, than 
he anſwered, with remarkable eagerneſs, God 
bleſs you, Sir, I'll go and ſet you right, I ſhould 
be a dog if I did not I am ſure, and, deſiring 
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me to follow him, which I did under ſome 
_ aſtoniſhment, he walked: a ſmart pace before | 
me, till he came to the end of the very lane 
where firſt the ladies voices had ſaluted my ears, 
which it ſeems I had all this while not been + 
diſtanced half a mile from. I fmil'd at my | 
blundering want of attention, and when the | 
honeſt fellow was taking his leave, which he | 
did with great ſubmiſſion, I could not help aſk- | 
ing him the meaning of the words he let fall, | 
when I firſt ſpoke to him. Ah, Sir, he returned -4 
— I know you very well, and ſhall never for- 
get your goodneſs you and my young Lord 
onee fav'd my life ! The fellow ſpoke theſe 
words with ſo much aukward emotion, that I 
could ſcarcely forbear laughing out- right, and 
ſtaring wiſtfully at him, methought I recollect- 
ed his features, and that it was the very fellow 
we bought off from the puniſhment the injured 
old foldier had deftin'd him to, for poaching 
aſter his wife: Upon which I put this queſtion 
to him— what art thou then Tim Blackerby © 
the Brill? He ſhrugged up his ſhoulders at theſe 
words, and reply'd, that he was the fame, but 
had come over to the place were I found him to 
work as a labourer for ſome time, adding, ahf 
my worthy maſter— I ſhall never be able to 
make you amends— I ſhould have' been flea'd' 
to death if it had not been for you and my lord, 
but I aſſure you, Sir. I never have been a 
whoring ſince. I'm glad of it, Tim, I return- 
ed, for it is not only bad in itſelf, but never 
fails of hobbling a man in his affairs one way 
ox another. Ah! I know it, ſays Tim, and 
2 3 have 
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5 — * heard as how a whore once caufed a war 
cat many years I don't know how 
— ** the Griks and the the Pre 
almoſt forgot the Dragons I believe and 
ſpilt a great deal of blood. You're in the right 
Tim, I ſaid, and Pd have you work hard, 
which: will abate any luſful - inclination. I 
work hard enough — at home, but here 
my work is pretty eaſy I ſhall be here about 
a week longer the farm belongs to one farmer 
Trudge— a proud rich farmer he is too 
Mum's the word but I know how he got it too; 
but that's neither here nor there Ah! maſter, 
there's the fineſt bud in this houſe that ever was 
cropp'd— I wiſh to God your honour had the 
cropping it with all my heart— tis a delicate 
creatuge indeed—110 body kflows who they are, 
hence they came; but farmer Irudge 
bas had good lodgers of em, faith? and has 
never ſeem'd to want money fince they have 
deen here, and that's above three OY: 
ever ſtir out, and when they do they 
| the byeſt walks— poor think, ſhe hurt 
herſelf. to day - fomewhere or other, and her 
mother could hardly get her home— but per- 
haps it is but ſlight —ſhe's gone to bed, and fleep 
may e it oft— 7m doing up a lictle garden 
- for em, which they take great delight in. All 
this while poor Lim little — how intereſted. 
I-was/ in the diſcovery he was making me, 
which called all the blood into my cheeks, and 
ſet me into ſuch a trembling, that I could hardly 
keep myſelf teady-upon my horſe; howto 
** e as well as I could, I put 


ſeveral 


— 


— 
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ſeveral queſtions to him; going even ſo far that 
I was'fearful the booby would. diſcover what F 
did all I could to hide. I gave him a piece of 
money, which I could hardly get him to _ 
of, and, ſomewhat eaſy from knowing where theſe 
ladies dwelt, and that I had a chance of ſeeing 
them again, I turned my horſe's head home- 
wards,and, clapping ſpurs to his ſides, endeavour- 
ed, by the fleetneſs of my pace, to make up for 
the lateneſs of the evening and my delay: my 
thoughts were flowing after one another in as 
ſwift ſucceſſion as my horſes feet were moved 
already I was forming ſchemes to get once more 
to the ſight of this lovely maid, and, as faſt.as I 
formed them, as faſt they vaniſhed” from my 
mind. Strange alteration! the produce of a mo- 
ment's accidental gaze ! James Ramble, 'the 
eaſy, happy James ble! at once is trag 
formed into a thoughtful embarraſs*'d wreteh, 
and, tho* he knows not the principle from 
whence it proceeds, he is turned a contri- 
ver of ways and means, and to procure he knows 
not what! TwWas almoſt nine o'clock when I 

arrived at home, where, as 1 had ftaid beyond 
the utmoſt limits of my time, I found my fa- 
ther and mother under great apxiety for my 


ſafety; but the ſight of their ſon ſoon diſpers d 


their uneaſineſs, and they welcom'd me home, 
with the uſual tender motions of affection, and 
fo eager where they to know what had happen d 
at Ware. Hall, that they would not go to reſt 
defore I had ſatisfied their impatien ce. 

I related, very circumſtantially, all that had 
occurred, and, —_— my relation which 1 
N 491 as | 6 ; Et could. 


Pen 
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could- not help occaſionally meet termingling with 
the. higheſt encomiums upon the Duke, the 
Dutcheſs,” and lord George, and doing juſtice 
to the affection ſhewn me by Mr Poundage and 
- Mrs Gentle, I found my father and mother 
were e ee but when I menti- 
oned the cir ce of the ring, and what her 
grace ſaid when. ſhe preſented it to me, I could 


| _ perceive a joy, mixed with, I thought, a cer- 


 taig. confuſion, that very much furprized me, 
and my father even dropp'd a tear or two, which 
he. ditecily, reſuming himſelf, aſcribed to his 
ſenſihility of the honours conferred. upon me. 
Still, methought, there was ſomewhat extreme- 
ly. myſterious. in their behaviour, which diſ- 
played itſelf more remarkably, when, alternate- 
iy folding me in their arms, they cry d out in a 
kind of extaſy. My deareſt ſon ! — my excel- 
lent; fon!—W hat unhoped for happineſs awaits 
tee born to wipe away all our tears, and 
every reproach ! — In ſhort the ſcene was ſo 
Aer, that, ſympathetically, the ,ſame tokens 
of joy and pure delight trickled down my 
checks. I had yet practiſed no concealments 
with my parents, and, therefore, as a relief from 
_ this pleaſi=gly painful diſcourſe, I related my ad- 
venture with the two ladies, with all its cir- 
cCumſtances, and launched qut in their praiſe in 
ſuch arapturous manner, and with ſuch paſſio- 

| nate epithpts/ and geſtures. that they lock d at 
each other with a tender amazement z but when 

Iz had deſcribed. their. perſons, my father ſaid — 
I.! ſees ſon, good fortune. attends thee every 
where, and, if I am not miſtaken, vou hate 


accidentally - 
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accidentally been ſerviceable to the worthieſt 
ladies breathing. He roſe up immediately upon 
this, and we retired to reſt, without giving me 
opportunity to aſk him the meaning of his laſt 
expreſſions. „ 


A cruel Accident happens at my Father: eur 

- diflreſs, and ibe mannier- in which: he and my 

a ſupport their afflittion—the grateful Re- 

haviour 7 our Neighbours Mr Poundage 

arrives, dratun by +» vary warmer a. | 
bis comfarting expreſſions — — Lord 
George arrives his amiable manner of treat- 
ing us under our misfortune. 144 Pitt 


EST never lulbd me to repoſe the: re- 

mainder of the night; I was ſo taken 
up in reflecting upon the hints my father 
had let fall in our preceeding diſcourſe, and 1 
form'd an hundred romantic ideas from thence 
ol future happineſs and importance, My curio- 
fity was upon the rack of impatience, and 1 
long' d for the time (tho my. reſpect prevented 
me from deſiting a ſpeedier interpretation of. the 
dark ſentences he had ſo often let fall, than he 
ſeemed to court) when all theſe ſeeming myſte- 
ries would be cleared up to me. * I was very 
happy, however, and. very providential, that 
my thoughts kept me thus wakeful the whole 
1 for, at er three oclock in the morn- 
L percieved my apartment was illuminated, 
and 1 could fer as plainly as in the day time 
oY f = Ind every 
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every thing around me, and ſudden ſſaſhings -: 


as of lightning, ſeem'd to as upon the win- 
dows. 1 was ſo ſurpfized at this ſtrange and 


unuſual appearance, that I had ſcarce power to 
move; but two or three minutes recollection 


convinced me that the houſe or outhouſes were 
on fire. 1 could hardly get out of bed, my 


N * was ſo great; but, at length, making a 
ſhift 


to open the window, I was'almoſt ſcorch'd 


and ſuffocated by the flame and ſmoak that im- 
mediately filled my chamber, and, hinder d my 
The firſt motions that 


diſtinguiſhing objects | 
took place in my. ſoul, where thoſe of 
duty, and tenderneſs for the ſafety of my parents 
and the family, who, I percieved, by hearing no 


ſtir, were in a ſound ſleep. With ſome difficulty, 
in my confuſion and diſorder, I open'd the door, 


and ſoon awaked them by my cries and continu- 
ed rapping at their apartments: They imme- 
diately En their beds, and wy father and Jen- 
kins, being the firſt in the hurry that came 


forth, only in their ſhirts, I had juſt time to 


fay the houſe was on fire, with great precipitati- 
on. We all, in the utmoſt-terror, made out of 
doors, and were witneſſes to the ruinous ſcene, 
the two barns and the contiguous out offices be- 


ing in one continued blaze, and, to our entire 


98 a ſouth weſterly wind drove the flame 


realy towards the dwelling houſe, which we 
foon expected would thare the ſame fate. My 


father, without changing 'countenance, told us 
to go back and dreſs ourſelves, which be alſo 
propofed to do, and at the head of the ſtairs 
meeting my mother. andithe maids, to Tg 


1 
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he calmly told the misfortune, he ordered them 
to ſecure their moſt neceſſary effects. We hud- 
dled on out cloaths, and my ſather deſiring my 
mother not to indulge too much grief, ſally'd 
out with us again into the yard, which by this 
time was full of our neighbours and their ſer- 
vants, who, alarmed by the appearance of the 
fire, came in the kindeſt manner to offer their 
aſſiſtance : By this timely recruit of hands we 
were enabled to move off moſt of the beſt fur- 
niture, to a convenient diſtance, before the 
houſe was reach'd by the devouring element, 
which ſoon after laying hold of the woodwork, 
in leſs than an hour and an half reduced it to 
the ſame condition. with the other buildings. 
My father's firſt care, after this conflagration 
began to ſubſide, was to provide for the ſafety 
of my mother and her female domeſticks, 
whom, having mounted upon the horſes that 
were out at graſs, he ſent Jenkins to convey to 
a neighbouring farm houſe; the owner of which 
had deſir'd the pleaſure of entertaining them. 
And, meantime our aſſiſtants were debati 
how, fo dreadful an accident had happen 
to their worthy neighbour, whoſe misfor- 
tune the honeſt people ſeemed to regard with 
the ſame concern as if it had been their on. 
After all our conjeQures, we could fix upon no 
other cauſe of this ſhocking accident than this, 
that a company of gypſies, who had ſometime 
haunted the neighbourhood, in all probability, 


after we retired to reſt, had within our encloſure 


held their midnight feſtival, and upon their de- 
parture leaving the embers of thei fire . | 
— 2 N | hem, 
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them, they had been blown by the wind to the 
thatch of the barn, or to.an adjacent hay-rick, 


and had thus worked the mournful deſtruction 


before us; and this ſeemed the more probable, 


2s at ſome {mall diſtance we diſcovered the viſi- 
dle marks of a fire place, and a ſtake erected 


on which they had hung their pot. As to my 
part, my. ſtrength of mind was totally over- 


come, when I contemplated our loſs ; the two 


barns were full of grain, all which was deſtroy- 
ed, three hay-ricks. were reduced to aſhes, and 
four horſes and eleven head of cattle, and a 
number of poultry had ſhared the ſame fate, 
which, with the buildings and other matters, in 
groſs, my father computed was a loſs to him 
of above eight hundred pounds: In ſhort I was 
ſo diſmayed, from the various Conſiderations 
that ruſhed into my mind, that the tears plen- 


tifully trickled down my cheeks, and 1 ftood 
like the picture of deſpair, with my eyes bent 


to the earth, and incapable to move. But how 
ſurprized was I, when my father approach'd 
me, and in a chearful tone of voice, ſaid, come 
Jemmy, don't be too much concern'd, the loſs 
is great we have ſuſtained ; but let us unfeign- 
edly return our thanks to providence, that has 
ſpar d our lives, and permitted us to ſave ſo ma- 
ny of our valuable effects. Remember, m 

dear, that the man who is reſigned to the wil 


of heaven, and receives its chaſtiſements with- 


aut murmuring, will recommend himſelf to 
the bleflings it beſtows. Learn to know, that 
no worldly. enjoyments are permanent, and 


chat, in this ſublunary ſyſtem of exiſtence, the. 


caſual 
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caſual ills. of life, ought never to ruffle or diſ- 
compete the ſpirit of a man of ſenſe and virtue. 
Thank God we are not ruined by this ſevere 
diſpenſation, ' which will ſtimulate us to great- 
er induſtry, to recover what we have' loſt. 

Lou are young; and perhaps this ſtroke may; 
you imagine, be a balk to your laudable ambiti- 
on and expectations; but to eaſe you of ſuch 
thoughts, I tell you, between ourſelves, but 
you are not to queſtion me further, that this 
diſaſter will not have any conſiderable effect 
to your prejudice— your fortune is ſecured— 

then, turning from me to the good people, he 
ank'd them in the molt affectionate and cor - 


er to re- 
their hands, 
igbbour Ram. 


= 
* 
= 
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ed to inſpire. Every one ſtrove, fo univerſal 
was the eſteem for. us diffuſed around, to engage 

us to repair to their houſes, and ſtay there till 
we could get our own rebuilt; but, my father 
declined it, in a genteel manner, and having, 
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at the bottom of an adjacent field, a ſpacious 
barn which had not yet been filled, he beg d 
their further aid to remove what we had faved 
into it, which when done, he obliged them to 
refreſh themſelves, and, with great coolneſs, 
told us, that till he bad raifed his late houfe . 
fromthe rubbiſh it was involved in, that ſhould 
be his place of abode. The more I obſerved 
his behaviour, the more I was amazed and 
charm'd at'it—if he had any regret he concral- 
ed it ſo well, that not any unmanly ſigh or 
geſture declared him in any wiſe affected with 
k the evil that had befallen him; but when he had, 
in _ meaſure, ſettled matters upon the foot- 
ing he tho per in our new habitation, 
which he 9x 3 of good humour di- 
vided into kitchen, patlour, and chambers, by the 
| 7 arrangement of his goods, fa ing jocu- 
e te us, he had ol as a e leſt 
255 as was polſefſed b ican and Ameri- 
ean monarchs; taking be She ; with him, he rode 
over to conſole my mother at the farm houſe, 
6 where ſor the preſent he had confign'd her. 
I ur way we were met by the worthy Mr 
| 4 — 4 am Chaſe and Sly, who, as ſoon 
the- melancholy news of our 
2 ſet out to offer us their help and con- 
 folation. I now felt all that pleaſure, ariſi 
_ - from 2 contemplation of the ſincere reſſ 
= paid us by our numerous friends, that is ſo na- 
| tural; methought their proteſtations of ſorrow 
and concern gave me the higheſt delight, at 
= the ſame time that it raiſed a noble flame of 
=_ * cmulation in my breaft, to deſerve. the voy 
| 7% 12 wil 
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will of mankind in the fame degree my father 
poſſeſſed it. The good old parſon, could fearce 
refrain from tears, whilſt he embraced us, and 
concluded a formal ſpeech upon the occaſion, 
with, The Lord gave and ibe Lord taketh away; 
bleſled be the name of the Lord, aud hoping the 
malice of Satan was not permitted to work ſuch 
a dreadful cataſtrophe. Mr Chaſe offered us the 
uſe of his houſe, the aſſiſtance of his fortune, 
and the. help of all bis ſervants, proving him- 
felf, at this criſis, the worthy and diſintereſted 
friend we had ever experienced him to be. Sy 
proffered all in his power, and ſeemed truly'to 
ſympathize with us, and hearing where my dear 
mother was, they reſolved to accompany us 
in our viſit. And here, a new ſubje& of ad- 
miration preſented itſelf to me. That 
woman, juſt recovered from her fright, met us 
at the entrance of the room ſhe had been 
ſitting in, and throwing her arms about my fa- 
ther's neck, hop'd he would not give himſelf 
any unreaſonable diſturbance; begg'd him not to 
grieve after what could not now be r I 

and told him if they had Jeſs wealth, they would 
encreaſed in love and tenderneſs the more, and 
. endeavour to be happy with a little. My dear, 
he. returned, I have brought myſelf to the ſame 
temper of mind you fo amiably diſplay, and 
we'll endeavour to forget our misfortune, 
ſo ſhall our fon tcoe, continued that excellent 
woman, who ſeems, by his countenance, to feel 
our loſs ſeverely, and, embracing me, told me, 
in my ear, that ſtill they had enough to make 
me eaſy, remaining; adding, fye child, I 
* ought, 


—ꝓůꝛ— ——d TOI 


— 


have ſo viſibly. di 
noble friend will be ſurpriz'd at your want of 


peak; but only ſqueez d me in his arms, utter- 


. 
| 
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| 
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thought, after aving your books, nothing could 


compos'd you l why your 


philoſophy,” and then added, with a ſigh, alas! 


4 
? 


my deareſt ſon, I hope this will be the greateſt 


evil you'll ever experience] She then, with a 
free and eaſy air, ſaluted our friends, who were 
quite aſtoniſhed at her heroic compoſure of 
mind, and ſquire Chaſe inſiſting upon her mak- 


ing uſe of his houſe, with her ſervants, as long 


as the found it convenient, after taking leave of 
the honeſt affectionate farmer and his wife, 


- who had been fo obliging, we ſet out with our 


friends to accompany her to the Holm, where we 
were received in the uſual manner by madam 
Chaſe, who truely ſenſible of our diſaſter, vied 
with her huſband in exprefling her friendſhip and 
dime, and with the Squire in our company, re- 
turned to the diſmal we had ſo lately left ; 


from whence we diſpatched Jenkins to carry 


what cloaths and other things ſhe had ordered 


— her preſent uſe. We had not been long at 


me, in our rough habitation, where my fa- 
ther and the Squire were in conſultation about 


the method of clearing away the ruins, and 


rebuilding his houſe, barns and ſtables, which 
were his upon a leaſe of twenty one years, from 


the duke, ſubject to all accidents and repairs, 


before Mr Poundage arrived from Ware-Hall, 


wp here already they had heard of the fire. The 


old gentleman was met at his alighting by me, 
and was ſo ſenſibly concerned that he could not 


vg 
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ing a deep ſigh, dime ſeemed to proceed from 
the bottom of his breaſt. As ſoon as my father 
and Mr Chaſe had exchanged civilities with him, 
and he had repoſed himſelf on a chair, he broke 
out thus, Oh God! Mr Ramble, Theartily pity 
hy what a havock is here! — God fo! 

ut I fee you have ſaved ſome furniture I'm 
| heartily glad of it I came to offer my beſt 
aſſiſtance— yes— yes— my worthy friend, 
every thing I have ſhall be at your ſervice— 
we'll do all we can for you— the duke is quite 
concern'd for you, and will be here in a day 
or two— as to lord George, he'll be here to 
morrow— dear young gentleman ! he's more 
troubled than if Ware-Hall had been burnt to 
the -ground— efaith be almoſt ſhed tears— 
well, come, never mind&— Troja Suit, you 
know— we muſt all ſubmit to theſe things- 
truely a great loſs, many hundred pounds 
but that's nothing— I have as many at your 
ſervice— for what time you pleaſe I owe you- 
an hundred .you know— it ſhall be forth 
coming God ſo; I had quite forgot— how 
does your good ſpouſe bear it— I hope nobody 
was hurt then turning to me, before any re- 
gular reply could be made, he told me Mrs 
lle ſaid the dutcheſs was as much afflicted as ſhe 
was, and that was not a little—nay, added he, 
God fo, the marquiſs himſelf ſays hel do all 
he can to ſerve poor Mr Ramble. When the 
torrent of his firſt diſcourſe was thus pour'd 
forth, my father and the Squire had liberty to 
put in, and the former thank'd him for his 
kind expreſſions, and told him he thought : his 

| uty 
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duty to acquaint him that his loſs had not bro- 


ken his back, to uſe .a familiar phraſe of his 
own; yet he hoped his grace would conſider 


- Him, fo far as to advance ſomewhat towards 


the rebuilding of his houſe, or to lower his 


rent in proportion to the extraordi expence 
it would occaſion, as he intended to build firm 
and ſtrong fabricks, whereas thoſe that had been 


deſtroy d, were old and decay d, and would have 
with difficulty been kept in tenantable repair 
untill the expiration of his leaſe, when they 
muſt of courſe have come down. Mr Poundage, 
who.look'd upon the loſs of money or fortune, 
as the greateſt grievance under heaven, and, who, 
in his own caſe, would have ſhewn the moſt 
poignant grief, perceiving how well my father 
took it, began to reſume his old vivacity, and 
frankly told him, at the ſame time ſhaking him 
by the hand heartily, that he would engage the 
duke would do all and more than he requeſted, 
and moreover -promis'd to ſend over a gang of 
their workmen, as ſoon as he arrived at 
home, to begin the work; and then added, 
God fo, I had forgot to let you know, that his 
grace will beg you would give young Mr Ramble 


to his cares, for his future fortune hope, my 


dear friend, you'll not refuſe us the joy of poſ- 
ſefling him— we all long till we hear of yeur 
compliance. 1 have, return'd my father, ſo 
eat a veneration for his grace, that I can re- 
Fuſe him nothing he pleaſes to command, and if 
he makes that requeſt, I ſhall have the pleaſure 


ba 
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of delivering into his hands a lad who is fraught 
with all that honour, virtue, good ſenſe and 
benevolence of heart, that. is ſo little to be found 
at preſent upon earth I ſha}l part with him 
with regret; but can't deny him the advantage 
that muſt conſequently flow from his grace s 
protection No, Mr Poundage, the kindneſs 
you have expreſſed towards him, will be one 
reaſon why I ſhall not refuſe him to his deſire. 
God ſo, my friend, reply d the worthy old man, 
wiping his eyes, which were moiſtened upon the. 
occaſion, you have made me quite happy— I 
ſhall be the firſt to carry the glad tidings to lord 
George, who will ber cock @ hoop at the news, 
and it {hall be the ſtudy of my life to make you 
amends for your condeſcenſion, and to promote 
young Mr Ramble's intereſt— Indeed I ſhall 
regard him as my own child— and, in conclu-: 
ſion, to raiſe his character to the higheſt pitch 
with me, turning to Mr. Chaſe, he made uſe 
of theſe genteel expreſſions, which drew thoſe 
of joy and gratitude from the Squire, and a 
kind and tender look at me Neighbour. Chaſe 
you have a ſon too, that my young friend has 
mentioned to me with great affection, I hope 
to introduce him to a ſhare in my lord's friend · 
ſhip, at his return from the Univerſity—God'ſo 
— we ſhall have a race of young worthies in 
the county, that will make us old men bluſh— 
the peculiar affecting manner in which my dear 
father had expreſſed himſelf, impreſſed me with 
affectionate gratitude, which I expreſſed in the 
moſt natural and feeling words, and the old gen- 
tleman s behaviour had ſo captivated 2 
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] was at a loſs to expreſs my ſentiments of it; 
but particulzrly that Lift ſtroke of complement 
to Mr Chaſe, raiſed my ſentiments of him to 
admiration. © Well, I thought, this is truely 
underſtanding human nature: 1 was in pain 
myſelf, leſt the father of my old companion, 
| ſhould envy me the applauſe and diſtinctions 
I received tis natural, tis common, it can't 
be help'd; when we beat others praifed we are 
apt᷑ to make compariſons,” and to conſider that 
regard, unleſs we are included, as an injury done 


to our ſelves; the old Gentleman no doubt 


took this ines his conſideration, and thence 
flowed what he had ſaid fo the Squire about his 
ſon.“ When he took his leave, I waited upon 
him to his horſe, and when we parted, defir'd 
him to preſent my duty to lord George and the | 
marquiſs,” and particularly to remember my re- 
ipedts to the good Mrs Gentle. 
The next day according to Mr Poundage's, 
advice, my noble friend came over to our houſe, 
aud before we had notice of his arrival enter'd 
the barn. Every * did bore the 
marks of prudence, and his coming unattend- 
- ed by his ſerves, I took to proceed from his 
fear of putting us to additional trouble in our 
preſent fituation. My father advanced to meet 
him, whom he received in his uſual manner, 
and taking me in his arms, expreſſed at the ſame 
time his friendſtip and the deep ſenſe he had 
- of our lob. He was ſo much diſturb'd at it, 
that ne could not, for a long time, aſſume a 
gay humour, and every now and then turn'd' 
"= * upon my father and * alternately, 
2 ſeeming 
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ſeeming fearful to examine thoſe countenances, 
in which he apprehended he ſhould read afflic- 
tion and diſtreſs ſtrongly painted. His nice 
and delicate ſenſibility of the misfortunes of 
22 operated, I knew, with great force upon 

im, and therefore it gave me pain to contem- 
—_- his uneaſineſs, and, firſt breaking ſilence, 
my lord, I ſaid, we have been ſo happy to ſave 
from this deſtruction the moſt valuable of our 


effects, and the beſt of our furniture; nor bas 


one life been loſt, or the leaſthurt been received by 
any of our family, which ſupports our ſpirits, 
and makes us very thankful to that providence 
who protected us in that imminent danger. 
My father, who gueſſed at my deſign in this 
ſpeech, inforc'd it, by telling him that this ca- 
ſualty, tho? it had robbed him of ſome part of 
his fortune, yet, thank God, was not ſuch but 
that a few years induſtry, application and ceco- 
nomy would retrieve it, and therefore that-he 
ſhould not repine or fret at the loſs of what could 
— be recall'd, and which, perhaps, providence, 
for wiſe ends and purpoſes, had deprived him of. 
More to this effect paſſed, and in the end he be- 
came calm, gay, and reſum'd his old temper. 
Misfortunes, with the generality of the world, 
encreaſe that ſuperiority that wealth and deſcent 
give over you, and are too oftc + taken ad- 
vantage of, as the. fault or crime of thoſe to 
whom they happen; but behold this axcellene 
oung nobleman, ſo far was it from 0 
in ſuch a manner upon him, that it ſeemed to 
raiſe us in his opinion ; he became more cauti- 
ous and „ in his behaviour to us, and 
expreſſed 
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-expreſſed a greater fear of offending, and more 
"tenderneſs than ever he-had done before. Sure 
ſign of an upright, humane, and generous heart! 
He did us the honour: to dine with us, and took 
occaſion to tell my father that the duke had ex- 
preſſed much concern when he heard of our diſ- 
aſter, and had ordered him to let us know that 
he would rebuild the houſe at his own expence, 
any thing to the contrary in the leaſes notwith- 
ſtanding; and, aſter dinner, ſeeming to have an 
inclination to walt out with me alone, he took 
me in his arms, ſaying dear Ramble, till this 


affair happened, I did not fully know what an inte- 


reſt you had in my breaſt.— To tell you that I 
ꝑriev d that I pity your father, would be far 
ſhort of the real diſturbance it has given me; 
but now, my friend, you muſt not take it amiſs, 
and ſure you may bear an obligation from one 
who makes your intereſt his own, if I inſiſt 
upon your accepting this ſmall preſent, fot the uſe 
of your worthy father, who may be juſt now 
cut of caſh: Call it a loan—receive it in what 
manner you pleaſe, ſo you do but receive it; 
and gratify your friend in one thing more, not 
to impart it to your father, till after my depar- 
ture. I muſt in juſtice to her grace, ſay, that 
+ "the operated firongly, by her advice and aſſiſt- 
ance, to enable me thus to ſatisfy and pleaſe my 
mind in ſerving thoſe I love — - © | 


Aſter this prelude, he put into my hands a 
purſe, in Which was fifty guineas, and a draught 
on Mr Poundage for an hundred more. Vou 
may judge my ſurprize, and the mingled plea- 
ure and pain this ſpeech, and the action conſe- 
1 b quent 
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quent upon it, gave me : how could I fay any 
thing . againſt the acceptance of this favour, 
which he looked upon as an obligation to him- 
ſelf ? In ſhort I acquieſced, and returned him 
thanks in a ſtrenuous embrace, and in ſuch 
gratefully tender terms as I cannot repeat at 
this diſtance of time. This taſk over, he grew 
quite pleaſed and ſociable, and faid an hundred 
endearing and encouraging things to my fa- 
ther ; telling him the duke would viſit him in a 
day or two, and thanking him for the favour, 
the invaluable favour he intended him of grant- 
ing me leave to oe his companion, he hop'd for 
life. My reader need not doubt but all theſe 
good- natured and agreeable ſpeeches, metwith a 
proper return from thoſe to whom they were 
addreſſed, and we ſpent the greateſt part of the 
day, in our barn, in a manner that would have 

been the __ a ee In the 2 
he ed my father's li to pay a viſit tom 
2 at Squire Chace s, ſaying he ſhould 
not be completely eaſy or happy, unleſs he had 
the pleaſure of feeing her and condoling with 
her upon the late accident— thus, every way, 
did he ſtrive to ſhew his affection, and every 
moment created new matter for our ſurprize 
and admiration. My father gave me leave to 
accompany his lordſhip, and Jenkins, haying 
ſome buſineſs the ſame way, at my defire, at- 
tended us. During this little tour, he complain 
ed much of the marquils's' diſpoſition, and ſome 
late diſturbances he had been guilty of; but, at 
the ſame time, expreſſed himſelf candidly and 
affectionately of him, and hop'd encreaſing 

L 2 years 
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years would refine him to more virtue and prut- 


dence. 

I had before given him "won account of Jenk- 
ins's character, to whom he often directed his 
diſcourſe, and whilſt that honeſt man was 
charmed at the diſtinction paid him, lord 
George was no leſs delighted at his ſenſible way 
of talking. The Squire received us in a man- 

ner that teftify*d his ſenſe of the honour con- 


ferred upon . and lord George behaved, 


to him and his lady, ſo as entirely to captivate 
their affections; but as to my mother, nothing 


could ſurpaſs the reſpect he paid her; had he been 


her fon himſelf, more endearing and comfort- 
ing accents could not have proceeded from his 
tongue, and looking earneſtly ſeveral times, firſt 
at him and then at me, the dear woman could 
not hinder the pearly drops from ſtanding in 
her eyes, with tranſport. We ſtaid near two 
hours, and returning home, my friend took his 
leaye of us, and rode a dp to Ware-Hall, 
leaving us full of his deſerved praiſes. 


CHAP. 


» 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


The Duke viſits us— diſcourſe between him and 
my Father — he expreſſes great ſurprize— 
obtains my Father's leave for me to go over to 
Ware Hall— J decline the honour for ſome 
time, and why — his noble and generous 
behaviour. takes notice of Jenkins and queſ- 
tions him I am greatly puzzled to account 
for certain paſſages that occur— he takes leave 

- of us, and returns to Ware Hall. 


WO whole days elapſed after the depar- 

ture of lord George, before we. heard 

any news from Ware-Hall, when a meſſenger 
arrived from him, with a letter, intimating that 
his father intended us the honour of a viſit on 
the following day. I had, as foon as he was 
gone, imparted to my father the preſent I was 
obliged to receive for him, and the manner in 
which, that amiable youth deſired his acceptance 
of it. At firſt he lifted up Kis hands in token 
of aſtoniſhment, and expreſſed certain qualms, 
that convinced me he had not been much uſed 
to receive favours, and afterwards taking it from 
me, proteſted that nothing but the ſovereign 
regard he had for lord George, ſhould prevail 
on him to accept it, notwithſtanding it came 
very timouſly ; but, he added, with a ſigh, alas! 
he little knows who he obliges in this! I will 


not check his good intentions, which I am ſen- 
ſible low from an heart thoroughly impreſſed 
with ſriendſhip and humanity : be it your ſtudy, 

j 3. my 


. 
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my ſon, to recompence his worth and his affec- 
tion, by a conſtant endeavour to oblige him, 
in all your words and actions. If God ſpares 
his life he bids fair to be one of the chief orna- 
ments of his rank and quality, to be the favo- 
rite of the nation, and the delight of mankind. 
Juſt ſuch a diſpoſition an uncle of his entered 
the world with, but impoſed upon and ſeduced 
by the arts of deſigning men, he was drawn in- 
to meaſures that ended in his ruin. I could not 
contain my curioſity at this time, and told my 
father, ad not imagine he was ſo well acquaiut - 
ed with the family as he ſeemed to be, which 
- the more ſurpriſed me, as they all were 
ſtrangers to his name. He ſmiled, and clapping 
his hand upon my ſhoulder, bid me enquire no 
' Farther 3 but one time or other he'd give me 
the hiſtory of his former life, adding, your 
grandfather belong'd many years to the family 
af the dutcheſs's father, and from him I derive 
all my knowledge of them. This ſeemingly 
frank declaration, gave me ſatisfaction at the 
time, and we ſet about preparing things for the 
duke's reception, and Jenkins was peculiarly 
buſy upon this occaiton, ſaying to me, now Sir, 
u'll launch out into the ſituation of life for 
which providence originally deſtgned you, and 
I make no- doubt of. ſeeing you, one time or 
other, in the diſtinguiſhed {tation for which you 
ſeem to be formed. I aſked my father, whe- 
ther it would not be proper to have my mother 
preſent when his grace came, but he replyed, he 
had ſume reaſons to the contrary, and therefore 
would not fend for her: Theſe reaſons I long'd 
| | to 


AMES BRAD LE, Bs 223 


to know, and was accordingly preparing to en” 
quire them: but a look from him, ſo empha- 
_ tically impoſed filence upon me that I deſiſted. 
The morning came, and was not yet arrived to 
the height 0 noon, when one of our men, Who 
was purpoſely placed at the avenue of our houſe, 
gave us notice, that at a diſtance he perceived 
three horſemen coming towards it, which we 
immediately conjectured was the duke and his. 
attendants, upon which notice my father ad- 
vanced to the gate to meet them, carrying me 
with him. As — as they came near enough to 
be diſtinguiſhed, I could perceive it was indeed 
his grace, accompanied by Mr Sinclair his 
gentleman, and another domeſtick My father 
remained without any concern or emotion that 
was perceptible in his face, whilſt J was all over 
differently agitated from head to foot; com- 
motions occaſioned by joy, hope, and diffidence, 
by modeſty and ſhame, and timidity leaſt we 
ſhould not entertain him to his ſatisfaction; 
but I judged very abſurdly, I found, when, at 
his alighting, I perceived my father "accoft and 
receive him with that diſtinguilhing grace that 
accompanied all his actions, and with which on 
theſe occaſions he ſeemed peculiarly inſpired. 
This nobleman no ſooner had given the reins of 
his horſe into the hands of his ſervant, than 
catching my father by. the hand, with a free 
and familiar air he, at the ſame tune, expreſſed 
his concern for what had lately happened, aud 
told him the pleaſure it gave him to ſee him; 
and turning to me, with all that amiable good 
nature that adds luſture to nobility, he expreſ- 
L 4 7%" 7". 1 
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ſed himſelf ſo tenderly in my favour, that. I 
found I had been no ftranger to his thoughts. 
As he proceeded with us to our barn, he re- 
garded the melancholy ruins of our houſe with a 
mournful caſt of countenance, and even fetch- 
ed a ſigh, and turning to my father, told him 
He was pleas'd to hear, by Poundage, that his 
lois had not hurt him paſt recovery. When he 
was ſeated, after my father had made fome gen- 
teel apologies for the incommodity of the place, 
which he filenced him in, he aſked for Mrs 
Ramble, and even ſeemed diſpleaſed that he 
could not ſee her, and then ſuffered my father 
fo talk without much interruption, by his looks 
indicating a deſign to diſcover if he merited the 
character that had been given him, by his ſon, 
and the idea with which he was prepoſeſſ- 
ed by the fight of me. Indeed, my father 
talk'd, and talk'd in ſuch a charming manner, 
of himſelf, his misfortune, the goodneſs of pro- 
vidence, and the unavoidable accidents of life, 
that he captivated the attention of the duke, to 
ſuch a degree, that his eyes were fixed upon 
him without intermiſſion, and he diſcovered in 
his countenance traits of the greateſt pleaſure . 
and ſatisfaction, mingled with a kind of afto- 
niſhment, that triumphed over all his efforts to 
diſguiſe it. In my life I never before had heard 
my father talk to greater advantage ; the honi- 
ed accents danced upon his tongue, and muſic 
dwelt upon his lips, and if, before, I was proud 
of the man from whence I derived my being, 
the preſent occaſion raiſed that pride to a ſtrain 
of vanity, that diſtended my heart and work d 
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my thoughts into rapture. The duke ſeem- 
ed impatient till he could, without breaking the 
chain of his diſcourſe, put in, and yet diſcover- 
ed a fear when he was bringing it to a period; 
and when he had finiſhed his ſenſible and modeſt 
harangue, he was at a loſs for ſome time in 
what manner to anſwer. At length, recollect- 
ing -himſelf, Mr Ramble, he replyed, if ap- _ 
pearances did not ſo evidently contradict m 
conjectures, I ſhould this moment, whic 
I can't help doing,embraceyou as my neateſt and 
deareſt relation: The reſemblance you bear to a 
worthy friend, whom, alas! IJ. have been de- 
prived of cruelly for many years, recalls ten 
thouſand tender ideas to my mind, and fills 
my breaſt with an inexpreſſible anguiſh ! Beſt 
and worthieſt of men, how have you concealed 
8 hitherto from my obſervation, and why 

ve I been ignorant of ſuch a treaſure upon 
my eſtate ? But, for the future, I hope you will 
be more converſant at Ware-Hall and put it into 
my power to ſhew how much I eſteem you: and 
as one inducement to a more cloſe connexion of 
our intereſts, permit me to make you a requeſt 
which I hope you will have no reaſonstodeny me; 
let me have this young gentleman, pointing to me, 
under my care and protection, deligate to me your 
paternal care and authority, let him be the compa- 
nion of my children from this day, and leave 
the protection of him and the proviſion for his 
future fortune to me. I loved the ſon before I 
knew the father, but now, from many compli- 
cated motives, ſhall be more regardful of him. 
My father, without any difficulty, accorded to 
his requeſt, and, by the eaſineſs of his compli-. 

1 18 ance 
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ace, finiſhed the conqueſt he had made of the 
_ Ouke's affections, who, turning to me, ſaid, then 
Sir, I hope you will, after thus obtaining your 
good father's leave, make no difficulty to accom- 
pany your friend, whom I will ſend to mortow 
on purpoſe to tend you to Ware Hall. My 
ideas were ſo confuſed with pleaſure and 
ambition, on the one hand mingled with the 
fincereſt gratitude, and on the other with the 
intimate pain it gave me to leave my parents in 
ſuch a ſituation, and on ſo ſhort a notice, that 
J was ſome time before I could make a proper 
reply; but at length, bluſhing and with the 
tears ready to ſtart from my eyes, I made this 
reply. Sir, the intenſe deſire I have to recom- 
mend myſelf to your grace's favour and protec- 
tion, and the further friendſhip and regard of 
your amiable ſons ; the gratitude that inſpires 
my breaſt. at the honours you ſo nobly*confer on 
me, would hinder a moment's heſitation in my 
- obedience to your orders ;— but, eager as I am 
to embrace the invaluable favour you offer me, 
the ſentiments of duty I feel for my parents, 
and the affeftion that from ſo many reaſons I. 
bear them, prompts me to deny myſelf this hap- 
pineſs for ſome time —How can I, my lord 
duke, without rendering myſclf unworthy your 
goadneſr, and ſuſpected of want of filial 
tenderneis, leave, abruptly, my dear pa- 
rents at ſuch a criſis of their affairs? There- 
fore, I will beſeceh your grace to aſſiſt me in 
abating the ſtrong inclination I have to become 
one of your family, by according to my delire 
of ſtaying with them till they are a littl- more 
ſettled, and their habitation has been raiſed out 
* ior 
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of the ruins in which it has been involved. 
Here Iceas'd, and the duke, after regarding me 
for ſome moments, with a viſible delight in his 
eyes, broke out thus Worthy youth! Exalt- 
ed ſentiments! Yes, my dear, I agree to all 
you have ſaid, and you will be the dearer to me, 
and the more eſteemed for having ſaid it. Your 
objections are perfectly good, and perfectly juſt, 
and, that 1 may have you the ſooner, Plldirecall- 
my workmen to attend upon you, turning tomy 
father, nor ſhall it be any expence to you, the re- 
building your houſe and offices; and if any ſum of 
money ſhould be immediately wanted, in your 
other affairs, I beg you will let me or Mr Poun- 
dage know; you ſhall want nothing tax my 
intentions even to the half of my fortune. So. 
ſaying, he roſe up, and, after embracing us 
both, walked with us all over the premiſes, 
and then prepared to mount his horſe, which 
was held by Jenkins whilſt his own ſervants 
were employed in ſaddling their own.. He had 
ſcarce fix d one of his feet in the ſtirrup, when, 
looking earneſtly at fenkins, he gave a ſudden. 
ſtart, crying, good God, is it poſſible !--Nothing 
but wonders here! My friend, he continued, 
till ſurveying him with eyes that penetrated, 
thro” his very inmoſt ſoul, don't you know me? 
If you don't I am the moſt miſtaken man in thei 
world. My father, during this ſpeech, I could 
perceive, was tremulouſly agitated all over, 
and bluſhed as if in the utmoſt confuſion. At 
length Jenkins, raiſing his eyes from the 
ground, where they had been fixed from 
the beginning of theſe interrogations, ſaid, 
my lord duke, could N ſocungrateful. aa. to 
33037 tor- 
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forget the brother of my lord Marquifs, or any 
of his illuſtrious family, from whom I derive all 
that is valuable in me, and from whom I have 
received ſo many unmerited obligations, I 
ſhould deferve to be branded, not only with 


the mark of ingratitude, but with everlaſting 


infamy, Yes, my lord, I know you, and but 


that I thought any traces of an unfortunate 
man, like me, had been obliterated from your 
remembrance, I would long ere now have 


thrown myſelf at your feet, and recalled to your 


mind— my long long loft honoured maſter. 


Here he burſt into tears, and could proceed no 


farther,and his concern, like a contagion, infect- 


ing all the four aſſiſtants, our faces wore the ſame 
marks of ſenfibility— tho' the cauſe was yet 


unknown. The good duke, in an inſtant, 


took him in his arms, giving him a cloſe em- 
brace, and, turning at the fame time towards 
my father and me, defired us to excuſe ſuch a 
ſudden and unexpected emotion, adding, tis 
all miracle! Tis ſtrange! Tis wonderful, 
all! And, begging our further excuſe, took 
Jenkins by the hand, and begg d us both to re- 
turn to the barn, becauſe he had ſomewhat of 
moment to ſay. No ſooner we were entered, 


than the duke himſelf, with earneſt precaution, 


faſtened the door, and told my father he begg'd 
he would not go out, which with me he made 
a motion to do, for he had conceived fo high 
an opinion of his worth and honour, that he 
ſhould not be at all cautious in ſaying any thing 

beſote big, and his ſon: Then addrefling him- 
| ki 


become 


101 


ſelf BY | 
voice, he cryd out, my dear friend, what is 


ns, with a quick and eager tone of 
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become of my brother; when, and where did 
E leave him ! — Can you account for his un- 
indneſs, if he is ſtill living, in not letting 
me and his ſiſter know where he or his family 
relide— that we might communicate proper 
aſſiſtance to him? — but too truely I fear that 
he is now no more— otherwiſe he would not 
have parted with his faithfulleſt friend, and 
companion of his fortunes ! whilſt he was ſay- 
ing this, the tears ſtood in his eyes, and at 
the cloſe he ſunk into his chair, with all the 
motions of the deepeſt affliction. Jenkins, as 
ſoon as he could a little compoſe himſelf, re- 
turn'd this anſwer, tho? all the while he ſeemed 
to labour under a viſible embarraſſment, Oh! 
my lord, the various fortunes your brother en- 4 
counter'd, ſometimes. reduced to the greateſt . | 
miſery and diſtreſs, are too many and too cruel _ 
to trouble you with; but eleven years ago I left 

him, by his own deſire and conſent, at Mor- 
laix in France, to pay my laſt duties in England 
to an ancient friend then on his death bed, after 
whoſe deceaſe I returned to that place; 

but my lord and his lady, my excellent miſtreſs, 

| . weregonefrom thence ſome weeks before, and, 

| after all all the fatigue and pain I endured 

4 in ſearching after them, I. was obliged to re- 


| turn full of affliction to my native country, 

without being able to divine the happy place of 

| their reſidence— ſince that I have not enjoyed 
an happy moment, nor has the goodneſs of this 

worthy gentleman, Na to my father, wha 

has behaved to me more like a brother than a 

ſuperior, been able to efface my grief and my 

Rk _ affliction. 
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affliction. You were in London with your ſami- 

f when 1 came to Ware Hall, and being ſick of 

the world, I car'd not what became of me, but 
2 been a ſervant here— where 1 hope 


| Thave behaved uprightly and to ſaisfaQon';. 
and I had not been Jong in it before my reflec- 
tions, aided by the religious and philoſophicab 


diſcourſes of my maſter, who has himſelf felt 
afflictions heavy rod, and the frowns of fortune, 
determined me no more to wander after uncer- 
tain happineſs, but to ſeek it in retirement, in 


performing. my duty to my maker, in repent- 


ing of the ſollies of my youth, and in going 
thro”, induſtriouſiy and faithfully, the buſineſs of 
tation. To thefe refletions; my lord, it 

is owing that I refrain'd from making myſelf 
known to your grace, whoſe veneration for 
- your brother and regard for me, aſſiſted by the 
profound love and reſpet I bear to you and 
| Your noble family, would I know have call'd 
me again into the more hurrying ſcenes of life, 
and unhinged all my reſolutions. Heaven only 
kn&ws what ſtruggles this reſolution has coſt me, 
how often 1 have wept over it, and with what 


difficulty I prevailed upon” myſelf not to throw = 


my ſelf at your feet, the minute I ſaw you here. 


Aſter ſome conſiderable - pauſe of ſilence, the 
duke made this reply, ah Jenkins! I know 


your ſincerity too well to doubt what you ſay, 
alas! I fear my brother could never forgive 
fome heated-expreſfions I made uſt of— he de- 


termined no doubt never to ſee us more 


would offer you all the advantages my future 
| abilities will afford 3 but 1 _ in oftering to 


. 
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draw you from the arms of this family, I ſhall 
do you an injury rather than a kindneſs No 
ſuch virtue is reſident at Ware- Hall, as is 
to be found in theſe dwellings of true content 
and peace; but, I hope now, as this youth is 
gaing to be part of my family — you will fre · 
quently let me ſee you,— that I may diſplay to 
you the value I have for the memory of your 
unfortunate maſter, whom— tho? he knows it 
not— I have done all in my power to recal to 
his native country, but in vain. My preſent 
retreat from court is 2 ſacrifice. I have made to 
his honour and intereſt, and this retreat will 
now afford me greater pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
in having ſuch a neighbour as Mr Ramble, 
who, ſrom this inſtant, I hope, will, by my ex- 
ample, lay aſide all diſtance and ceremony, 
and become my friend. So ſaying he roſe — 
embraced us all three, mounted his horſe and 
departed towards Ware-Hall leaving us in ſilent 
admiration at his goodnefs and his deportment, 
which added freſh luftre and attracted ſuch ve- 
neration to his rank and dignity. He was no 
| ſooner out of ſight, then my father, embracin 
Jenkins, ſaid, in a low tone of voice, my ff 894 
| 1] was in pain for you— for myſelf— but you 
went thro' it like yourſelf, and, ſtill lower 
| *twas | what indeed I apprehended— Jenkins 
made a teſpectful reply, which I could not hear, 
and we all retired into the houſe, where, whilſt 
\ they were buſy in ſettling ſome affairs that 


were before them, I took up a book,; but in- 
ſtead of reading was employed in reflecting over 
what had paſt, and found the whole fet of oc- 
25 1 | currences 
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currences too puzzling for me to unfold; ſo that, 
after bewildeting myſelf with a ſucceſſive train 


but wait a proper ſeaſon to ſatisfy myſelf from 
my father or Jenkins, who now appea'cd to 


me as a gentleman in diſguiſe. His manner of 


talking to the duke was ſo ſuperior, even to my 
beſt expectations from him, that, from this mo- 
ment, my reſpe and regard to him encreaſed 
to the higheſt pitch. . a 


HAP. XXIV. 
Mie have notice of another vifit— my Father leaves 
me to receive it— I am quite tonfounded af 
what paſſes — my viſitor's arrival, behaviour 
and departure. — My Father and Mother re- 


turn home—our Houſe rebuilt— I prepare to 
ſet out for my reſidence at Ware Hall. 


E duke was as good as his word; for 
: the next morning, *his own ſurveyor 
came over to our houſe, in order to take a view 
of what was to be done, and to ſettle with m 
father a plan for the intended buildings, whic 
his grace very complaiſantly left to him to con- 


trive in the manner he thought proper; and in 


"a day or two afterwards, the workmen, of va- 
. ious ſorts, began to labour, ſo that in a weeks 


time the rubbiſh was cleared away, and the 


bricklayers began to build upon the old founda- 
tion, which had received no material injury, 
and ſuffered no ſenſible decay, ſo that we were 
in hope of ſpeedily ſeeing our manſion in its 


— 


of conjectures, I reſolved to explore no further; 


"FAMES RAMBLE, E, 2 
priſtine ſtate. Mean time, my father, propo- 
{ing to leave me as an overſeer at home, was 
ready to depart, with Jenkins, to diſpoſe of a 
large drove of cattle, at a fair about forty miles 
from us, which he had a proſpect of doing to 
2 great advantage. Before he ſet out a 
meſſenger came from the dutcheſs, to let us 
know ſhe would be pleafed with my mother's 
reſidence at Ware-Hall during the continuance 
of our hurry and confuſion ; to which my fa- 
ther returned a moſt reſpectful anſwer ; but, 
contrary to my deſire and expectation, declined 
the honour of her offer, under pretence that her 


late fright and fatigue had ſo diſordered her, as 


to incapacitate her from gratifying her ambition, 


in waiting upon her grace. I was fo ſurpriſed at 


this refuſal, that I could not help diſcovering it 
to my father's face, nor did it at all abate, upon 
his telling me that he had feigned my mother 
to be ill, becauſe he knew ſcenes of grandeur 
and high life would not at prefent ſuit the me- 
. of her temper, and that he could not 
be ſo inhuman to deprive-madam Chaſe of her 
company ſo abruptly, after that family had be- 
haved in ſo friendly and fo neighbourly a man- 


ner; that. moreover he never did any thing 


without having reaſons enough for it, which: 
would perhaps plainly appear to me one time or 
other; and as the meſſenger had from himſelf, 
as it were, hinted that her grace intended us a 
viſit in a day or two, my father ſeemed not to 
underſtand him, whereas I could not help ſhew- 
ing a perfect rapture at the thoughts of it; but 
when he was gone, he turned towards me ſay- 
ws 
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» ſon, PIl leave you to do the honours of the 
houſe to your excellent patroneſs, you may 
readily excuſe me, on account of the fair time 
and the urgency of my buſineſs, which if defer- 
red is loſt; and as to your mother, the plea of 
her want of health will ſuffice, I don't doubt, 
in her excuſe; nor indeed am I ſorry at preſent 


that it happens ſo, for I am yet not inclined to 


ſee her: I need give you no inſtructions how to 

behave, your knowledge and good ſenſe, and the 
experience you have had of the family, will be 
ſufficient directors. Hereupon he ſet out with 


r. after they had both embraced me, and 


ft me in a muſing quandary at the meaning of 


this odd conduct, eſpecially as I was a ware that 
- the main inducement for her to come was to 
fee my parents. However obedience was my 


part, and I diſpoſed every thing in the beſt order 
poſſibſe againſt che arrival of her grace, tho' un- 
der apprehenſions of her being oftended at not 
r ſhe had ſo much delired to 

Too days had claps'd, when one of the ſer- 


vants came running to me, to let me know that 


a coach and ſix was driving over the meadow, 


at the back of our houſe, upon which, with a 


palpitation of heart, proceeding from joy and 
fear, I iſſued forth, and metz the coach juſt as 
it * pm at the gate, and with the beſt grace I 
could put on, han ed the dutcheſs and Mrs 


Gentle, who attended her, out of it. She pat- 
ted me upon the ſhoulder in a familiar and af- 


ſectionate manner, and ſaid, haſtily, which 


put me into great confuſion, Come, come, my 
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dear, lead us to your mother, I long to ſee the 
poor dear ſufferer. Ah! my lady, I returned, my 
mother is fo unfortunate as to be confined to 
her apartment at Mr Chaſe's, a conſiderable” 
diſtance from hence, and I fear her chagrin at 
not being able to do herſelf the honour of wait- 
ing upon your grace, at this time, has encreaſ- 
ed her diforder ; and what gives me an additio- 
nal diſſatisfaction, is, that my father was oblig- 
ed, two days ſince, to go to a fair forty miles 
off, and is not return'd; tho' I know he intended 
to be as expeditious as poſſible, in order to at- 
tend his illuſtrious viſitor. Well, Well, my 
dear child, ſhe reply'd, theſe things can't be. 
help'd, I'll make another viſit ſhortly, for I fear, 
now I have found the way, 1 ſhall be very 
troubleſome. We were by this time got to the 
barn, into which having entered, ſhe fetch'd a 
ſigh or two of compaſſion, expreſſing how 
iev'd ſhe was for our misfortune, and was 
ull of encomiums on the neatneſs and regulari 
ty ſhe obſerved about her; and Mrs Gentle 
proteſted, ſhe never could have imagined fo 
poor a ſhed, could have been fo well ſet off, 
Ay, ay, returned the dutcheſs, good ſenſe, and 
taſte, can work miracles. She then afkgd. 
after Jenkins, with ſome eagerneſs, and inter- 
rogated me about him, ſaying ſhe longed to ſce 
him for her dear brother's ſake, after which ſhe - © 
difplay'd a perfect ſatisfaction at my being to 
become one of her family, and told me lord 
George defir'd to be remembered to his friend; 
at which Mrs Gentle begg'd her pardon, if ſhe 
told me alſo, that Mr Poundage gave his love 
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to me, and that all the family long'd to ſee * 
young, Mr Ramble at Ware-Hall, as well as 
| I diſplayed as much pleaſure and viva» 


city as I could during their ſtay, which ſhe 


 - ſeemed to regard with a peculiar delight, and 


eſt manner, of whom! 


ſaid, two or three times, that her viſit charmed 
her. They drank a glaſs of wine each, and 
partook of ſome cold cates I had provided on 
| ep and ſeemed to be thoroughly ſenſi- 
of the pains I took to oblige them. The 
t of this excellent. Lidy was ſo even, 
ſo kind, fo. humane, and had ſuch a caſt of real 
goodneſs of heart in it, that I was ſtill more 
captivated with her, and looked upon her as 
_ ſomewhat more than mortal. She — * 
ed all over the farm, ſurveyed the moſt minute 
improvements, and when ſhe came towards the 
workmen; ſhe encouraged them to diligence 
and expedition, gave them an handſome gratu- 
kty, and told em they muſt think they were 
working for her, which would be a ſpur to their 
induſtry She alſo gave a uinea to one of the 
. 3 himſelf and his fellows and when ſne 
got into her coach, ſqueezing my hand tender- 
y, ſhe faid, my dear child, I love thee—fare- 
well— preſent my. ſincere reſpect to your father 
and mother— I hope L ſhall be fortunate 
to light of em the next time I come this way. 
Mrs Gentle alſo took leave of me in the kind- 
beg'd the favour to pre- 
ſent my duty to lord George and Mr Poundage, | 
which, by an inclination of the head, ſhe pro- 
— Miſed to do. I had taken care that her [ace 8 
ſervants ſhould receive * whi 


xy 
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waited, and not one of them, at their depar- 
ture, that did not, by emphatical looks and 
geſtures, ſignify their reſpect for me. Thus 
the ſo much expected, and yet dreaded viſit, paſ- 
ſed over, greatly to my ſatisfaction, and ftill 
raiſed in me an encreaſed affection and venera- 
tion for this charming lady, who thus ſtudied 
every way to oblige me and my family: 
and after this, during the abſence of my father 
and mather, lord George was every day at our 
houſe, and our friendſhip, by frequent conver- 
ſation and familiarity, was cemented in the 
ſtrongeſt degree; he encourag d the workmen, 
and ſeemed to put them forward as much as 
poſſible, by his commands, inſtructions, and 
gratuities, and all, as he expreſſed it, that he 
might the ſooner enjoy my company, without 
interruption, at Ware-Hall. I continued houſe- 
keeper for above a fortnight, before my father 
Teturned home, having had a very long and lag- 
ging market, and he was ſurprized to ſee the 
progreſs that had been made in that time, com- 
mended me highly, for every part of my ma- 
nagement, and ſeemed quite tranſported at the 
account I gave him of the dutcheſs's viſit, and 
the aſſiduities and goodneſs of my noble friend. 
One thing not a little ſurpriſed us, indeed, which 
was that the marquiſs, notwithſtanding his late 
profeſſions, had never either came or lent to us 
his compliments upon the late occaſion, and tho? 
MrPoundagehad told us he wagmuch concerned 
on our account, yet, in a diſcourſe between 
enkins and the ſurveyor, he gathered from the 
tter, that ſo far from expreſſing any Kindneſs 

| | towards 
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towards us, ho had intruded ſome private or- 
ders upon him, tending to put a ſtop to ſome 
of his grace's intentions in our favour, and 
aid, he thought” his father was much to blame 
not to infift upon my father's building the houſe 
and offices himſelf, according to the ſtrict te- 
nor of his leaſe. This thoroughly convinced 
us that the marquiſs was only our friend, from 
_ the teeth outwards, and put on an affected air 
of regard, the better to detriment us the firſt 
opportunity. I was frightned at ſuch an in- 
"ſtance of inſincerity, which I had been quite 
unacquainted with befbre, and in pain that I 
muſt, in my turn, be forced to carry it fair to 
a2 man, whom, in my heart, I could not approve, 
> _ or to be at perpetual ſtrife and enmity, with 
18 the eldeſt ſon of my futurz patron, and the 
brother of my excellent friend; nor could I 
"help, upon this occaſion, thinking myſelf as bad 
- + as that young lord, thus to throw a veil over 
my ſentiments ; but my father ſoon convinced 
me there could be no turpitude in endeavouring 
toward off the attacks of any enemy, by coun- 
_ terplotting him in his own way, and that, as 
my deceit was innocent, and neceſſary for my 
own preſervation, I could not be at all to baame 
for it: Indeed, he told me, if under this diſ- 
guiſe of friead{hip, I intended to offend, inſtead 
of acting upon the. defenſive, it would be un- 
juſt and unlawful, an injury to virtue, and a 
diſgrace to religion. Soon after my father's 
arrival, we both rode over to ſquire Chaſe's, 
with an intent to fetch my mother home, as 
things now began to wear another face, w 
ut ita. A 
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the workmen: were ſo far advanced in the build- 
ing, that we had another tenantable place, be- 
ſide the old barn, already erected. The ſquire 
and his lady, who had behaved in the genteeleſt 
manner to her, were loth to part from ſo agree- 
able a gueſt, and iuſiſted upon our ſtaying 
with them a day or two before our departure, 
during which we again ſaw my old maſter, 
Mr and Mrs Sly and Hannah, by whom I was 
almoſt devoured with kindneſs, and I heard my 
friend Harry was well at the univerſity, to 
whom, for the firſt time, I wrote a friendly let- 
ter, in anſwer to his earneſt enquiries after me, 
by a letter to his father. YO 

When we arrived at home, and were ſettled 
in our habitation, I gave my mother an ac- 
count of all that had happened in her abſence, 
at which ſhe expreſſed a ſenſible ſatisfaction, 
and ſeem'd touch'd with the great regard ſhewn 
us by the duke's family; and when I came to 
that part of my relation, wherein Jenkins was 
diſcovered by the duke, ſhe melted into tcars, - 
and ſaid it was very affeting—twas like that 
excellent nobleman— whoſe 'worth was well 
known to her, and many ſuch expreſſions, 
which not leſs ſurpriſed me than many thin 
I had heard before. Our houſe and out houſes, 
| barns and ſtables, were finiſhed in the ſpace of 

five months, and tho' not fo large as the for- 
mer, were much handſomer and more commodi- 
ous, and in every thing diſplay'd my father's 
good taſte, and the exactneſs and abilities of the 
| builder. And now my father bid me think of 
preparing to ſet out for my reſidence i 
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Hall, ſaying, he was reſolved {ould no long 
| Se my duty and affection to my pa- 
Tents, which had ſo long kept me from that no- 
ble family, and the 1 I ſhould make 
them. I muſt on the of 
| leaving my native home, and all the tenderneſs 
of ſuch excellent and endearing parents, gave 
mea very ſenſible concern; but, as | knew the 
Adiſtance I was r + vpn, eee great, that 

I ſhould be at my own liberty to go and come 
as I thought proper, and, as my ambition was 
excited by a view of the advantage of my ſitu- 
ation, and the kindneſs of my friend, I did all 
I could to bring myſelf calmly to bear the ſepa- 
ration. My father and mother ſeemed as much 
touch'd with the idea of looſing me, and acted 
in every thing with ſo much tenderneſs and con- 
Hideration of me, that I was more and more 
.convinc'd of the intereſt I held in their hearts. 
= went with me to all the neighbours, to 
take my leave of them, which they took ſo well 
of me, and made ſo many acknowled 
and wiſhes ſor my welfare, that the good folks 
excited my gratitude to make them all the re- 
turns in my future power. My old: maſter 
Goodman gave me an affectionate leſſen of ad- 

vice, in his way, and ſquire Chaſe loaded me 

with civilities and preſents. At home my cloaths 
were packed up, having had a new and hand- 
ſome ſuit added to them, and my trunks were 
| „ I nt every other neceſſary part 
of apparel, r — plemgy. 


f Wb theſe things were tranſacting, lord 


N TY over at our houſe,” and 
expreſſed 
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expreſſed great impatience for my departure, 
telling my father and mother, that now the 
work men had' finiſhed, my was expired, 
and he could not do without bis friend and bro- 
ther any longer: In anſwer, they aſſured him 
they would detain me no longex than three 
days, which yet he thought. too much, and one 
of out ſervants was previouſly ſent to Ware- 
Hall with my baggag 1 in one of my father's 
carts, as an earneſt of my ſoon. following it. 
At Ware- Hall, n the tidings of my 
ſpeedy departure being publiſhed b the young 
nobleman, it occaſioned an univerſal joy there, 
and old Mr Poundage, rode over on purpoſe, 
as he told my father, to congratulate him and 
my mother upon ſo 5 e of: Gene 
happineſs, and rtune-; proteſting - 
chat he ould watch over Me, as 2 Ar 5 
bee that every thing conduced 
my pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and, God ſo, 

be del, let me tell you, young gentleman, 
that his grace has ordered the coach to attend 
you, and lord George and the marquis, will 
come in perſon to fetch you A Way. 
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y Fathers infiruftive Leſſon to me—I take 
leave of home—arrive at Ware-hall—am ſettled 
there much to my ſatisfattion—Lord | 
makes me a magnificent preſent—the Margquiſs's 
_ behaviour —diſpoſitions of Claſſic, Le Fevre and 
the reſt of the family towards me—my preſent 
Charadter and abilities. | 


I 7 Hen che ſo wiſh'd for, and yet ſo dread- 
:VY ed morn arrived, the whole family roſe 
very early, and I could not forbear fo far imitating 
the looks of my parents,and the reſt of them,asto 
bear the marks of great concern in my. counte- 
nance, atthe thoughts of the approaching ſeparati- 
on. At breakfaſt, no words can expreſs the tender 
and affecting regards and expreſſions my mother 
uſed upon the occaſion; ſhe folded me over and 
over in her arms, whilſt the tears trickled 
down her cheeks, and cauſed. in me the ſame 

emotions of ſorrow, and I returned her endear- 
ing careſſes with an affectionate intereſt. When 
breakfaſt was ended, and the tea equipage re- 
mov d, my father, eying me with abundance of 
paternal kindneſs, mingled with ſomewhat of 
aà moving ſolemnity in his geſture, addreſſed me 
in the following manner. My deareſt ſon, —l 
am now going to ſend you from me, which I do 
with the leſs concern, as your years, your na- 
: x tive good ſenſe, and the endowments of your 
1] mind, qualify you ſo well for launching out in- 
; to the troubleſome ocean of life. Sure 1 =, 
| n Li at 
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that you will eyer retain the memory of your. 
parents, and all their inſtructions in your mind, 
and what I am about to deliver to you, as from 
| both of us, will make a laſting impreffion upon 
your and influence your actions and conduct. 

n the firſt place, my dear, be ever careful to 
cultivate a {incere veneration and reverence for 
your maker and preſerver, in all your thoughts, 
words, and actions; and the perſwaſion that 

ou always, endeavour to ſecure his inviſi- 
ble aſſiſtance, and to deſerve it, will buoy you 
up and ſuſtain your courage and conſtancy, un- 
der every trouble, trial, or affliction, that it ſhall 
ſeem meet to God to inflit upon you. Eſteem - 
and reſpe& the public profeſſion of worſhip, 
whatever it be, ſo it does but tend to the honour of 
and to the preſervation of that ſpirit of gratitude 
to the Almighty, inſpired by the invaluable bleſ- 
ſings he has ſo manifeſtly conferred” upon us. 
As to ſyſtems of faith, or particular modes of 
worſhip, tho' you know I am, from conviction, 
a follower of Chriſt, I ſhall not attempt to pre- 
judice you in the behalf of any one of them; 
but content myſelf with telling you, that I think 
it your duty to enquire after, to converſe and 
Pp upon this ſubject, with care and attention, 
and to enter yourſelf, in ſome period or other 
of your life, a member of that religious ſoci- 
_ ety, that according to reaſon and the conviction 
of your conſcience, you think follow the directi- 
ons of the holy ſcriptures, with the moſt ſince- 
rity and fidelity; always bearing this in your 
mind, that The Bible, the Bible alone, as the great 
Chillingworth ſays, TOY religion of rad. 
iin (hs he 
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The public profeſſion of religion, is not more 
our duty, as it contributes to the peace, order, 
and decotum of the world; than it is our inter- 
eſt as it really and experimentally is productive 
of inward eaſe, Complacency, and harmony of 
' ſoul; and has the happieſt effect upon our beha- 
viour within our own families and to the world. 
Take notice, my ſon, that you let not your 
free, goodnatured, and compliant temper, carry 
you to an over complaiſance towards your ſu- 
periors, ſo as to occaſion the corruption of your 
valuable principles, of ſobriety, temperance, 
Juſtice, and all thoſe virtues, which, thank God, 
are ripen'd in your heart; and yet, on the other 
hand, be not rudely particular; follow innocent 
and harmleſs ſports, and. diverſions, indulge your 
youthful moments in every gratification that is 
not criminal; for the minute you enter the bor- 
ders of fin or vice, inſtead, of pleaſing eaſe and 
ſatisfaction, you will find only fictitious joys, 
and laſting thorns. and diſquiets. I have ob- 
ſerved your behaviour to all perſons, with whom 
you have yet had any concern, with delight, 
and it has, in general, been ſo juſt, and ſo pro- 
per, that I need give you no advice for your fu- 
ture conduct on this. head; only let me hint a 
word or two of the family you are going to, 
and the behaviour > Fu0r- you ſhould put on 
towards them. Ihe duke and the dutchel(s 
have only one foible, which is too great a con- 


. 


ccit of the importance of family and title, of 
deſcent and riches 3 you muſt beware never to 
affront this foible, by any. thing you may let fall: 
They are perſons of hongur and virtue, and 
2 | 5 3 
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have ſo great a veneration for truth, that if ever 
you ſhould be guilty of an error or miſtake, 
plain and candid confeſſion will ſooneſt induce 


them to paſs by your fault. Another general 
rule, I muſt give you, not only in relation to 


them, but to all perſons of ſuperior rank to ur 


elf, with whom you may converſe Af they 
make themſelves ever ſo familiar with you, er 
even diſcover their ſecrets and diſplay their 


weak neſſes before you, do you {till always pre- 


ſerve your diſtance with the utmoſt care, and 
be as cautious of ſhewing familiarity, as they 
can be to encourage it; your natural. fagacity is 
ſuch that I will not trouble you with the evi- 
dent reaſons for a conduct like this, The good 
qualities of lord George, and his regard and love 
for you, will be a ſufficient direction to a man 
of your generous ſpirit in your carriage towards 
him, and that your preſent union may continue, 


thro' the whole courſe of your lives, ſhall be my 


heearty petition to heaven : The example of ſo 
excellent a young nobleman will be of the great- 


eſt uſe and benefit to you, and a ſpur to worth 


and virtue. As to the marquiſs, I have given 
you my ſentiments of him often before; but I 
will juſt add, that you are rather, at any time, 
to hazard his diſpleaſure, than to enter into any 
ſcenes of vice, riot, or diſorder with him, or any 
of his companions. To ſuch perſons as may be 


appointed your tutors or inſtructors, a modeſt, 


humble deportment will beſt become you, and 
one way to ſecure their love and eſteem is, even 
to conceal the knowledge you at preſent poſſeſs, 
and to take all their inſtructions as new ones to 
1 . you 


Fd 


2466 THE ADVENTURES OF 


you; by this you will keep them in good hu- 
mou mour (or theſe people love to be eſteemed 
above all others in knowledge) will repreſs in 


yourſelf the natural audacity and conceit of 
outh, and amongſt the number of ſtale things, 
read before you, you will pick up ſome new ad- 
ditions to your knowledge. Carry it to Mr 
| Poundage and Mrs Gentle with the reſpect and 
attention of a ſon ; with all the other ſervants 
converſe little; but wear to them a perpetual 
freedom and good humour in your words and 
looks, and be ready to do them every little ſer- 
vice in power. To the neighbouring te- 
nants, — as you have done to your friends 
hereabouts, and N and improve a temper 
of love, goodwill, tenderneſs and humanity to- 
wards all mankind, however they may differ 
from you either in religion or politicks; and, 
.to conclude, * ever dear ſon, my valued 
friend, be careful to preſerve every virtuous and 
laudable habit of mind, by the conſtant practice 
- of truth and Juſtice, 2 and honeſty ; by 
adhering to rules of temperance, ſobriety and 
abſtinence, and by bridling and reſtraining the na- 
tural, too akaring: paſſions and appetites, 
within due bounds: By ſpeaking little and with 
* caution, and by reflecting before you ſpeak and 
act, upon the propriety and fitneſs of your 
words or actions, you will obtain a character 
of prudence, you will ſecure health and peace 
of mind, you will be a bleſſing to your parents 
and . an honour and benefit to mankind, 
and will enſure the favour of your maker and 
"the Joys of a future and er ſtate of r 4 
f O 4 
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Oh! my fon, had I followed the rules I have 
laid down to you, in ſome parts of my life, 
' inſtead of being ſituated as a farmer in Nor- 
thumberland, I had poſeſſed an elevated rank in 
life, and have had it in my power to ſend my 
ſon into the world, with | thoſe advantages he 
- muſt reap now from other people: Therefore, 
my dear, beware of any deviation from theſe 
-precepts, which are not merely mine, or given 
you from the affected authority of a parent; 
but are drawn from the experience of the wife and 
the prudent, and from knowledge in the ways 
of life, and are delivered to you with the good 
will of one, who, if he were abſtracted from 
every other conſideration, would love you and 
endeavour to adviſe you as a friend, and a ſel- 
low creature. Yet, tho' I ſend you thus from 
me, or conſent to your going, tis from no view 
'of any other advantage to myſelf, than the ſhare 
I ſhall take in your happineſs, and the eſteem 
your behaviour and talents, 1 am confident, will 
attract; and thereſore, as I am reſolved you 
ſhall never want ſufficient to ſet you above de- 
pendance, if God continues his accuſtom'd good- 
neſs to me, ſo I deſire you would never look 
upon your ſelf at preſent, in the light of an 
abſolute vaſſal, which will, nay cannot fail of 
having an unhappy effect upon your temper and 
ate ies Here he finiſhed, and whilſt he was 
ſpeaking, I had been all ſilence and admiration; 
what he ſaid, and the noble exalted and generous 
manner it was ſaid in, made an impreſſion upon 
me that time has never been able to eraſe; he 
then took me in his arms, and gave me a ſtre- 
. M 4 nuous 
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nuous embrace, and put into my hands a purſe, 
in which he told me were contained twenty 
guineas, for my pocket in which 
he deſired me to be prudent, but not mean. 
My mother took a brilliant ring from her own, 
and put it on my finger, upon the. dutcheſs's 
ring, as a pledge of her love, and a memoran- 
dum to me to think of her. Jenkins begg'd 
leave to bid me adieu, which, he did in an af- 
fectionate manner, and I received this farewell, 
from that worthy man, with the utmoſt pleaſure, 
making him promiſe, often to ſee him at Ware- 
Hall, according to the duke's late deſire. All 
the reſt of the ſervants, in their ſeveral ways, 
ſhew'd: their regret at my approaching abſence, 
and the whole family ſtrove to out do each other 
in their teſtimonies of reſpect. At noon, the 
marquis and lord George arrived in the coach 
and ſix, to fetch me away, the former of whom 
behaved with great ceremony to us, and ſpent 
moſt of the time he ſtaid, in looking over and 
admiring the new buildings; but lord George, 
ſceing us all under a viſible melancholy, put on 
an air of encouraging gaiety, to diſſipate our 
chagrin, telling my mother this could not be 
calPd a ſeparation, ſeeing he'd engage to bring 
me down at leaſt once a week to ſce them, and 
wilh'd he could have the honour of ſeeing them 
as oſten at Ware Hall. At ſix in the evening, 
after once more exchangingembraces with theſe 
dear perſons, We took our leave, and late at 
night arrived ſafe at that feat. ” 
No ſooner we were alighted, than Mr Poun- 
dage; who Was walking in the avenue 2 
4 4+ 1 : ore 


* 


fore the houſe, caught me in his arms, with 


God ſo- we have got thee, at laſt then, and, 


embtaced me with joy and tranſport, equal 


to that which a parent would expreſs at the ſight 

of a favourite child. He accompanied us into 
the hall, Where the marquiſs, hoy 

cordial. air welcomed me to Ware: Hall, went 


forward to the duke;s apartment; ande then my 


friend, folding me to his boſom, ſaid his happi- 
neſs was now complete. I returned a proper 
anſwer to this goodneſs, to them all, and -kif- 
{ing lord George's hand, proteſted his ſociety 


and-friendſhip was the PFIACipe inducement to 


my ſojourn at his grace's; and that l would endea- 
vour by all my actions to deſerve his love. 


We were likely to forget our ſelves in this ex- 


change of endearments, when Mr Poundage 
put my friend in mind that the duke and dutch- 
els, in all probability, were in expectation of 
ſeeing me at my arrival, upon which he uſher'd 
me into their apartment, where they welcom'd 


me with ſo, generous and ſo pleaſed an air, that it 


quite charm d me, and ſupper being, ſoon after 
brought in, they inſiſted that we ſhould bearthem 
company at that tepaſt; which oyer, the duke 
whiſpered ſomewhat to lord George, who 
went out and,,ſuon, returned with two graye 
entlemen, who by the manner of the duke's 
| — to them, I kxnew to be Mr Claſſic and 
Monſieur Le Fevre., The Duke told them he 
had got a new pupil for them, and expected they 
would uſe the ſame care in my inſtruction, as 
they did in his ſons;, upon which they both, in 


their peculiar methods, approached and ers | 


©1121 | M 3 


aving with a 
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ed me to Ware-Hall. Before their graces re- 
tir'd, they told me, with their wonted 

neſs, that every thing there was at my fervice, 
chat all the ſervants had orders to conſider me as 
their relation, and uſe me as ſuch, and that, for 
my accommodation and ſettlement, in every 
thing elſe, they had, 104 his deſire, left it to my 
friend Jord 28 We were now alone, 
for the marquis bal retired before to his own 
apartment, and my friend acquainted me, 
that in diſcharge of his commiſſion, if I 

proper to be ſo near him, he had appointed a 
ſet of pleaſant apartments that were next his 
own, and communicated with them, for my uſe, 
and immediate] deſired me to go with him to- 
wards them. I found them very magnificently 
furniſhed and eech conſiſting of a bed- 
chamber and large cloſet, that overlook'd the 
delightful gef. and after we had viewed every 
d ad expreſſed my acknowledgments 
for his obliging care of me, he told me he had 
one favour to beg of me, which he hoped 1 
would grant, which was that we might make 
one bed and one table ferve us, and live in com- 
mon with reſpect to ever thing we poſſeſs d. 
I reply'd. that he had mentioned what J had not 
been ſo bold to think of before, but aſſured 
him his propoſal was quite agreeable to me. 
He then faid, that his father had given him three 
ſervants, as his own particular attendants; and 
that which ever of them T-choſe, upon more 
mature knowledge of their 1 he inſiſted 
ſhould be my domeſtick, and obey all my orders. 
No words * * enough to expre the in- 
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tenſe flame of ' gratitude, that the generoſity of 
this noble youth lighted up in my breaſt; and 1 
made him ſenſible of it by ſuch animated re- 
turns as I perceived convinced him of the ſitu- 
ation of my thoughts. I found all my trunks + 
had been convey'd into theſe apartments, in the 
utmoſt order, and properly placed,” and having 
undreſſed ourſelves, we, for the firſt night, re- 
poſed in my apartment, as it muſt now beicall- 
ed, and the multiplicity of pleaſing refleCtions 
that crowded my brain, ſoon lull'd me into a 
ſweet and undiſturbed fleep, which continued 
uninterruptedly till the lark proclaimed the 
jocund morn's arrival. After breakfaſt, which 
was ſerved up in the ſame room, he led me to 
his own chamber, and opening a preſs, took 
out a ſword, mounted with gold, and delivered 
it into my hands, ſaying I muſt wear it for his 
ſake, and as I had told him I knew ſomewhat of 
the rudiments of the ſcience of defence, he 
hop'd, if ever I ſtood in need of ſuch a guard, 
it would always prove true and truſty to me; 
and when we were dreſſed he inſiſted upon my 
putting it on, and appearing with it by my 
fide before his father and mother. Thus at once 
James Ramble became a complete man of ho- 
nour, but with other ſentiments than generally 
inſpire the brothers of the blade. ate 
a few days I became more acquainted with 

and familiar in the family, every body treating 
me with the moſt profound reſpect, and the 
marquiſs ſeem'd alſo glad of my being there, 
and frequently preſſed me out with him upon 
his expeditions of * which were hither- 
co: | 6 to 


/ 
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the converſation of my parents and my 
introduced to that of perſons of the m 
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| to not of a criminal caſt, I every paid my 


court to the duke and dutcheſs, and Mr Poun- 
dage and Mrs Gentle were quite wrapp'd up in 
and enamour'd of me, and the ſervants ſtrove 
who: ſhould ſooneft obey my orders. Lord. 
George and I were inſeperable, only to keep 
things even, he himſelf, adviſed me to yield 
ſometimes to the marquiſs's . invitations, Mr 
Le heyre had nat yet examin'd-my abilities, but 
behaved: with a diſtant and loſty civility, and 


Claſſic had _— by his polite and even car- 


Triage, free from pedantic pride and ſtiffneſs, 
122 my eſteem to a very high degree. Thus 
was launched into the great world, and 9 


alted rank; but I had now ſo frequently con- 
verſed with lord onge and the reſt of the fa- 
mily, that my — timid air was in a great 
meaſure. overcome, and I began to talk and act 
freely and without e upon all oc- 
caſtions. Add to this, the viſible gentility of my 
addreſs, the advantages of a perſon diſtinguiſh- 
2 by its delicacy and proportion, the rectitude 

my ſentiments, and the acquirements I had 


— in knowledge, by reading and reflection, 


and my reader — own J could make no 
9 figure at Ware-Hall, where I ap- 
peared- alſo with every advantage that dreſs 
could beſtow; for the duke and dutcheſs, wil- 
ling I ſuppoſe even to outdo what he had pro- 
miſed my father in my behalf, when I appear- 
ed with my friend's preſent by my fide, ſeemed 


2 with my airy very greatly, and the 
dutcheſs 


ir 
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as in any other period of our lives; but this 
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dutcheſs addrefling his grace ſaid, my lord 
duke, I have now only one objection to make 
againſt this adopted — of ours, which is that 
his dreſs is rather to a plain: I would have him 
attir d as ſimilarly with his friend. George as 
ava their likeneſs will ſtrike me with the 

re pleaſure : beſide, as you intend to-make 

* Jiltindion in their treatment, let me contri- 
bs the ſmall addition of lace to his clothes. Th. 
duke liked the propoſal ſo well, that an Ale 
was diſpatched for the family taylor at Edin- 


burgh, who in three or four days time, made | 


an addition to my wardrobe of as y a ſuit of 
claaths as the marquiſs-wore himſelf. I contriv- 
ed, in return to all theſe favours, to put on a 
behaviour of the greateſt reſpe& and attention, 
to this excellent pair, nor did I at all counter- 
feit, for my heart was inſpired with real afleQi- 
on and gratitude towards them, and my man- 
ner ſo ingratiated me in their fayour, that they 
never were at eaſe, a whole day, without ſee- 
ing me once at leaſt, and beſtowing the fame 
-earcfies upon me, that they would on an own 
ſon. At my age at this time, being ſomewhat 
turn'd of 17, vanity, perhaps, is as buſy about 
the ſoul, and predominates as much over us, 


was not my caſe, and from temper, as well 

the. precepts « of my parents, I was guarded ink 
the entertainment of ſo diſagreeable à gueſt, 
The honours done me on every- hand, rather 
made me more humble than before, and in- 
ſpired me with ſo much N towards 


every body, that L infinuate YG 3 


thn 
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as it were into the good graces of all I conver- 
ſed with: In this I was the exact copy of my 
friend, who was all goodnefs compliant ancy and 
aftability, and whoſe mind wore none of the 
diſagreeable ſtiffneſs of pride; whilſt on the 
other hand the marquiſs ſwelled with diſdain, at 
any thing benegth himſelf, and was fo way: 
ward in his diſpoſition, that, tho? at one time 
he would wrap me in his boſom, yet, in a few 
moments afterwards, he would often paſs me 
without ſpeaking. However, happy in — 
converſe of my friend, and frequently viſiting 
my parents, who were rejoiced to an exceſs to 
ſee my felicity, and the diftinCtions I received, I 
paſſed my time between books, friendſhip, and 
recreation, in a ſituation much to be envied. 


* 
3 9 41 0 &S *® EY 


1 Aegean of Was Hall and the circumjacent 
Country. ly friend and I happen. upon an a- 
A Frecable encounter.— Are obliged to quit it 
., abruptly, upon the Marquiſs's approach— our 
7 Wy for it— he returns home— imparts his 
r, to ug. ; 


ET me here give my deb A faint fetch 
of the beauties of Ware-Hall ; 4 place 
at is going to be the ſcene of ſo many adven- 

910 where T met with fo much real delight, 
and1aid the foundation of my preſent happineſs. 
This magnificent ſtructure, of the Gothic 
order, inſpir'd the ſpectator with a profound re- 
verence, and, by the extenſiveneſs and ire 

ne 
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neſs of the apartments, well ſet forth the 
Praiſe-worthy hoſpitality of our anceſtors: Be- 
ing ſo near the hoſtile borders of the two king- 
doms, it was conſtructed, as woll for: defence as 
for convenience and beauty of which the 
ſtately turtets and the parapet walls were a plain 
indication, together with the prodigious ſtrength 
and firmneſs of the whole fabrick, which was 
built by men who look'd forward to the benefit 
and ' happineſs ' of poſterity, unlike the pre- 
ſent race, who erect only ſuch flight and airy 
buildings, as ſhall ſuffice for their own times 
and pleaſures, and often become ſo expenſive 
to repair, that the heir is obliged to let them 
drop, to the diſgrace of the country where ſitu- 
ated, and the family to which they belong. In- 
deed, our whole county, as alſo thoſe nearly ad- 
jacent, were antiently divided into many baro- 
nies, the baron having his reſidence in his inac- 
ceflible caſtle; and this diviſion was not only 
neceſſary to repel the efforts of their conſtant 
enemies the Scots; but to encourage martial 
eſs and valour, of which this part of the 
cingdom ſtood in ſuch need, for the protection 
of the interior provinces againſt the ravages of 
invaders. s. +» "132% T60d: þ [23s + 
Nothing could yield greater delight than its 
ſituation; on a fine campaign plain, which was 
fruitful-and blooming as an Arcadia, for ſeve- 
ral miles round; 'tho', far beyond on every fide, 
the ſteril mountains and barren deſarts embraced 
it, and by their proximity made it {till more 
pleaſing and deſirable. The wide ſpreading 
ein could be perceived, breaking and foam- 
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ing upon the ſhores a far off, f 8 its — oo 
apartments, and the plenteous 
ſmooth flowing Till, almoſt: waſh'd its —_ 
tions, and big drawn off into a variety of 
:chanhels,: bythe induſtry and expense of for - 
eee 
f ing mazes, thro the 4p $: PAT 
plantations; at once charming n aft 0xd- ; 
Ing fertility to che vegetable tries, and yielding 
its richiſtores of fiſh as a tribute to the bg e of 
The foil The gardens, of many acres: extent, 
-where Flora, i im her proper ſeaſons. hene i in all 
her gayeſt colours, and vyherę uſe and rnament 
went hind in hand; where the eye, duting: the 
eres 01 the gloomy Wintet, Was cheared 
with variety of everigreess,; and other brumal 
FLifts af nature where cooling grottoes and 
cells of ſhaggy mobs, embnwering) ſhades ver- 
dant REV ko groves, the regular camal, the 
«wild cſcade, the bierdglyphic; fountain, the 
wide and level walks,) beftrewed with: ſhining 
pebbles, and daunded? by K romantic 
viſtas, proved tlie ſourcæ of ſtill pe 
tainment 2 the leiſura bout, and chaſed aw 
all ſpleen and melanchohy from dhe mind. E- 
ſium, ſure, was every where around! The vor 
eal-choriſters, that fileditach leaty>pray;porr'd 
forth their artleſs lays, and gladdened [every 
alley with meladious ſtrains, with heaven di- 
rected notes. The garden on; each ſide: com- 
municated with two ſpacious eneloſures;;boupd- 


eil hy lofty r- added ſtilll ton the 
plenaſure of» this Rate 5 rural ſeat {that on the 


at 


| oe park ty ee, 
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at large, cropp'd the plenteous herbage, and 
broywz d upon the ſhrubs growing upon the place; 
and this was indeed as wild a park as can be 
imagin'd ; for the irregularity of the ſurface, 
divided into riſing hills and deep. vallies, ſo ac - 
corded with the native humour of its inhabi- 
tants, that they were as unſociably wanton as 
in the moſt uncultivated countries in which they 
are produced. In this park, upon one of the 
moſt eminent hills, was a very fine lodge, ap- 
propriated to the uſe of the keeper, a very 
worthy old man, who lived in the utmoſt har- 
mony with his wife, and had brought up a con- 
ſiderable family, who were now, both men and 
maids, in the duke's ſervice in one capacity or 
another. In this lodge, lord George ſpent ſome 
of his moſt fele& hours, and, after I came to 
live at Ware- Hall, I had a ſhare of the delight- 
ful retirement, which was the more pleaſing, as 
no one in the family knew, at thoſe hours, 
where we beſtowed ourſelyes; and here laying 
aſide all diſtance, we converſed tete a tete with 
the old couple, who, by their behaviour and un- 
derſtanding, much; bely'd the rank they were 
placed in, at preſent. | 
'The encloſure on the- other fide, contained 
an orchard, where all the gifts of Pomona ap- 
peared in tempting luſtre, and offer'd their de- 
licious cates to the hand; and this orchard was 
not, according to the modern method of plant- 
ing, beftrewed, here and there, with trees re- 
— placed; but the ſhining apple, the grate- 
ful pear, the delicious plumb, and the lightly 
walnut, intermixed their branches . 
L 30 W 
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With à wild and luxuriant freedom; whilſt the 


ſtmies, the wild and waſteful deſart, d 
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walls, on every fide, groan'd under the weight 
of the peach, the nectarine, the reviving Ln 
+and the reſplendent cherry, and formed altoge- 
© ther a mazy wilderneſs of rich variety. At the 
© extremity of this orchard, was a bower over 
*grown with jeſſamine, interſpers'd with the vi- 


olet and the eglantine, which altogether contri- 


buted to regale the ſenſes, with ſweeteſt odour, 
and from time out of mind, had been the dutch- 
eſſes evening retreat, which the ſtill ſolitarineſs of 
the place, its venerable gloom and its revivi 
freſhneſs, had made inexpreflibly agreeable: A 

hat added thereto was a murmuringſtrem, which 
gently lav'd the borders of its verdant carpet, 
and here, ſeperating into a number of ſmall 
canals, ſpread coolneſs and aquatic muſic thro? 


every part of the orchard, and afforded a con- 


ſtant diverſion, to the filent and attentive an- 
gler, whoſe -wily baits tempted the heedleſs, 
ſcaly fry. The proſpects from Ware-Hall 
were ſuperior to all that fancy could paint 
Here the level plain, far and wide, exhibited a 


landſcape charmingly pleaſing to the eye, and 


grateful to the mind; the hill and dale, the 
mountain and valley, the trees and thickets, 


the cornſields, and all the improvements of the 


induſtrious ſwains, the homely cottages, the 
lowing herds, and bleating flocks, the herdſ- 
man's diſtant cry and the ſheperd's tuneful pipe, 
impreſſed upon the brain a thouſand delightful 


ſenſations. There, the eternal range of lofty 


'rocks and mountains, ſeeming to threat the 
uſkily ap- 


Pearing 
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peating at their baſes as ſo many continued 
clouds, replete with ftorm and tempeſt ; near- 
er, the peaceful Tweed, and the gentle Till, 
Joining their friendly ſtreams, laving the ſhores 
far, far, away, and conveying health and plen- 
ty to diſtant fields, and remote plains, and or- 
namented, at every. ſtage, with locks and 
wares for the luſcious and profitable Salmon, 
ſure and conſtant revenue to the land-holders, 
on the banks of theſe rivers. The entrance to 
Ware-Hall was thro' a fine walk or road of 
trees, which by their lofty and reverend aſpect, 
ſeemed to indicate the dignity and antiquity of 
the family to which they belong'd ; and a large 
gate of curious iron work, admitted you into 
the court yard, on each ſide whereof was a tier 
of out offices, which, tho* of more modern 
ſtructure, were built in a taſte that made them 
very ſimilar to the main building, and you pro- 
cecded into the hall, or firſt apartment, up two 
flights of ſtone ſteps, conſtructed with the ut- 
moſt magnificence, and ornamented with vaſes 
and ſtatues on their balluſtres. The hall was 
hung round with many a pike, ſword and gun, 
and doughty coat of mail, declaring by their 
maims and deficiencies the hard ſervice they had 
undergone in times of yore. A long ſhining 
burnilfied brown table was placed on one fide 
which had been filled, at certain periods, with 
the great, great, great grandfathers, of moſt of 
the duke's preſent tenants, and might boaſt of 
-having entertain'd ſeveral ſucceſſive generations 
at its hoſpitable board. Ten other apartments 
form'd the ground floor, from which you Wl 


* 
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ied to the other ſtories by two ſeveral grand ſtair- 
_ Caſes, which landed you in ſuperb. galleries, 
whoſe paintings and ſculptures were proofs of 
the ſkill of the laſt and former ages. All the 
apartments in this manſion were furniſhed by the 
duke's anceſtors, who ſtill, with great reverence, 
permitted the groteſque frames and carvings, 
the fring d beds and the old japan, to adorn his 
bouſe,z tho' he had, in his time, furniſh'd a few 
ſelect apartments in a more modern taſte. Be- 
hind the houſe, were the coach-houſes; ſtables, 
graineries, brew-houſes, &c. which were a plain 
indication of the good ſenſe of the preſent poliefior 
being built in exact proportion to the reſt of the 
fabrick 3 and a fine, and venerable gloo 
rookery, leading to an hoary wood, who 
trees N with moſs, and thro' which 
a peaceful brook rolled its guggling ſtreams, ter- 
2 the proſpect from the back of Ware- 


His grace was willing I ſhould, for ſometime, 
epJoy the pleaſures of Ware-Hall, before I was 
conſigned to the documents of, our two ſage tu- 
tors, and for that reaſon had given both Claſſic 
and Le Fevre liberty to repair, upon their pri- 
vate affairs or — to Berwick, and lord 
George, the marquiſs, and myſelf, were not 
wanting to take all the advantage poſſible of this 
indulgence, in hunting, ſhooting, fiſhing; viſit- 
ing the neighbouring towns and villages, and 
the gentlemen whoſe ſeats were in our vicinity; 
nor had any thing happened to diſturb our re- 
poſe, when the ſummer once more diſplayed 
itſelf in its verdant ſhining robes, and gave var 
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life and pleaſure to the whole creation. The 
Marquiſs, with whoſe boiſterous temper we kc-' 
corded as much as poſſible, was quite averfe to 
the ſweets of private converſe and friendly de- 

bate; the philoſophical walk or ride, which my 
friend and I affected more than any other a- 
muſement, had no charms for him, and we 
thought ourſelves extremely happy. when we 
could withdraw handſomely from his company 
to enjoy its ſweets, untainted. One of theſe 
deſirable opportunities having preſented itſelf, 
we ſally d out, without any attendant, and ha- 
ving loſt ourſelves upon a favaurite topic, ſtray- 
ed as far as a place called Killham, and, re- 
turning by a different rout, my memory recall'd 
the lane to my mind, in which I had heard the 
voice of the beauteous unknown, whoſe form 
had made, afterwards, ſo deep an impreffion 
upon my fancy. The various accidents that 
had occured to me, ſince that bliſsful moment, 
the misfortunes that had happen'd to my father, 
and the youthful wandering levity of m 
thoughts, had conſpired altogether, to baniſh 
almoſt all traces of my adventure; but the 
ſight of the well known ſpot, ſpread ſuch a flood 
of leaſing tender ſenſations thro' my boſom, 
as I had not the power to conceal, and the un- 
uſual diforder was noted by the quick obſerva- 
tion of my friend. He aſked me, in a preſſing 
tone, the reaſon of my agitation, and the 
ſilence and muſing I had ſo ſuddenly fallen into; 
and here, for the firſt time, whether from a 
natural ſelfiſhneſs, or from a juvenile modeſty); 
before T was aware of it, I heſitated, and told 


- 
eva” ———- — —— — — 
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him that the place had ſomewhat ſo unuſually ._ 


pleaſant in it, that it had charmed me into the 


fituation he obſerved me in; and, under pre- 
tence of enjoying it longer, begg'd he would let. 
us continue our tour to the end of the lane and 
acroſs the adjacent meadow, which I knew 
would lead us to the ſpot where 1 had received 


my welcome intelligence from Tim Blackerby, 


be. where 1 was in longing expectation of be- 
holding, again, the matchleſs fair. My friend, 


Who 0 c vil his own, without ſuſpeRing 
any thing further, agreed to my requeſt, and ue 


ſoon came 1 „ view of the farm r of Mr 


Trudge, and, at ſome diſtance from it, in a 
kind of grove, I beheld the very ſame ladies 


walking, the elder ſupporting the younger, | 


who ſeemed, by her countEnance, to be im- 

reſſed with a very deep melancholy. Ah 
Ramble ! lord George .cry'd out, theſe are not 
people of .this homely» manſion, they have a 
certain air about them. that, 'at once, perſuades . 


me they are perſons of far ſuperior rank. I 


accorded with what he ſaid, and , mended my 
pace and he did the ſame, which ſoon brought 
us within ſpeech of them. At the noiſe, the 
trampling of ouf horſes made, for we were be- 


fore conceal'd, from their view by a tlücket, 
which we were obliged to ride round, they both 


caſt their eyes up, and the youngeſt, giving a 
great ſhriek, as of furprize, ſunk into her mo- 
ther's arms, as it were quite motionleſs; upon 
which, lord George, addreſſing them, endea- 
voured to apologize for the abruptneſs of our 
E ſignifying that if we gave any diſ- 

1 „tur bance 
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turbance to ladies, for whom at the firſt ſight, he 
had conceiv'd the moſt 2 reſpect, we only 
waited their commands, immediately to with=. 
draw. The eldeſt lady, emboldned by this 
genteel and politz complement, dropped a cour- 
teſy, and reply d that ſhe apprehended nothing 
from gentlemen of our addreſs and modeſt ap- 
pearance, and hop'd we would excuſe. her. 
daughter's, and her own ſurprize, it being, in 
that ſolitude, an unuſual thing to them to ſee 
ſtrangers paſs, or any perſon about, but thoſe. 
that belonged to their family. By this time, the 
young one had pretty well recover'd, and lifted 
up a countenance that put us into admiration, 
and fancy told me, was arrayed in a thouſand 
more captivating graces than when I beheld it 
before. She look d at me, in particular, with 
great earneſtneſs and a 5 that quite 
delighted me, and raiſed an hundred pleaſing 
emotions in my mind, and, at length, with a 
voice that ſurpaſſed the moſt ſweet melody, ſaid 
Ah! Madam, don't you remember that young 
tleman, to whom we were once ſo highly 
oblig'd ? —I'm ſure 'tis he. At this I bowed, 
and alighted, as did my friend, approached 
nearer, and reply'd, Miſs, if I had had, the 
good fortune once to be ſerviceable to you in 
ever ſo great a degree, your remembrance of it 
would be too complete a recompence; but the 
obligation was ſo poor an one, that humanity 
would have exacted it at my hands, to the m 
inconſiderable part of the creation; when [ 
endeavoured to make mylgood offices acceptable 
to you, I only obey'd that impulſe every Lr 
"WM 
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muſt feel, who approaches ſo much excellence, 
and performed an acceptable duty, but not a 
favour. My friend, all this while, was in a 
11 80 maze, nor could refrain from ſhewing 
is wonder in his looks, nor indeed was I a 
little afraid, that he would think me guilty of 
reſerve and concealments, that are injurious to 
ttue friendſhip: However, recovering ourſelves, 
the converſation became general, and the ladies: 
8 the youn made us as much 
aves to their wit, as we. were before to their 
3. A thouſand agreeable things were 
id on each fide, and our manners and behavi- 
our had made ſuch an impreſſion in our favour, 
upon the mother, that I had the utmoſt hope 
ſhe would invite us to her apartment, and 
remit us to repeat our viſits for the ſuture. 
hings were in this promiſing ſtate, when, 
from a Laefüsteie diſtance, we heard the found 
of  hotſes, and the cries of the huntſman; and 
could, ſoon after, diſtinguiſh the marquiſs's 
voice, very plainly, to our great ſurprize, as we 
imagin'd he was engag'd'that day quite inanother 
manner. The ladies, ſeem'd ' apprehenſive of 
ſome danger, and took their leave, begging par- 
don for retiring ſo abruptly; and we did not 
chuſe to oppoſe them, but reſpectſully bidding 


them adieu, mounted our horſes and rode ſwift- 


Jy away, the contrary rout to that whence the 
und of the hunters had proceeded, When 


we thought ourſelves” out of danger of en- 
2 the marquiſs, we ſlackened our pace, 
but my friend as well as myſelf was buried in 


Fought, and *twas ſometime before we _ 
0 


\ 
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. of us ſpoke. He as the firſt that broke Glence, 
_ which he did;zyith this exclamation, Good God 
_ ., wa ever anything ſo lovely? My dear Ramble, 
who would have t of of moctiog two ſuch 
excellent creatures, in th ee — * 
what beauty is As by .the Kale 
What with how much good ſenſe 1 
forth jn the eldeſt ] ſure the cannot have long 
reſided there; but now T remember, 
muſt, by ſomewhat ; that , paſſed, have 4 
them beſare hm friend, would you con- 
ceal ſuch a treaſure, from me? hey far ſur- 
paſs all the ladies in this country. I Luſhed at 
this gentle Feproach, and was in ſome pain, 
Farin ut f. all my reſpect and affection, to 
hear him talk ſo feelingly of this young lady, 
and her mother: I ſoon unravell'd the ſecret of 
my having ſeen them before, and placed my 
- baving not informed him of the adventure to 
the account of, forgetfulneſs, which was really 
the caſe; but forbore to acquaint him with $4 
knowledge of | their place of abode, Jeſt a7 
ſbould ſuſpect the cauſe «x my emotion in the 
lane, and the reaſon of my deſiring him to take 
bis way towards farmer Trudge's. He appear- 
ed quite ſatisfyed with my relation, and we 
congratulated cach other upon our new acquaint- 
ange, with whom we promiſed ourſelves many 
an happy, moment, from their converſation and 
.refin'd. politeneſs. Nothing, added m 12 Fm, | 
ſo tunes the ſoul to uno lo fits it for every 
amiable impreflion, as the company of the fair, 
their approbation is a certain ſpur to noble and 
"ROY ſentiments.and \ He agreed with 
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me in the p. by pf Cur ata 
did, before the na eren us; We dere 
„ſechlidle His bold, © ron! * mariiers would have 

chagrined the Hadits, „carried him to great- 


er libertics than decprüm wouldJuRtify, and de- 


Prive us of future opportunitits bf ſeeing them: 
| Beſides, we had evident reaſons not to make him 


 <aichnairitet with our retirements, as he tho 


"His ſaperiority” of rank mated him to break in 
{oat "whenever he pleaſed, 1 1 
1 We finiſhech our days excurſton, with the ut- 
moſt ſatisfaction, and returned home with added 
pleafure in our counftenances, and, during the 
"evening and the enſuing night, our convertation 


"entirely turned upon the late fortunate occur- 


* rence, as. lord George ſtiled it. As to the 


marquiſs, he did not return that night, which 


| 


{we did not wonder at, as he fr equently; after 


© perſuing 7 game, ſtaid till hh ſucceeding 


morning, with Ranger or ſome other of his 
compänft bis, E the drudgery of the bottle, and 
the trifling of cards 3 but judge our ſurprize 
len be entered our chamber the next morning, 
aud, with an oath or two, holloed out 
el —Ramble ! Where the devil did 

you ſpend your time yeſterday -I ſuppoſe in 
de over your dd favorite authors, or chat- 
*reritg ſanckifyed gibberiſh-——D<-me; you had 


better have followed me to the chace, boys—we 


had rare'ſport'; bur better at the cloſe of the 
day then before— we ſprung a brace of the 
fineſt pattridges, that ever my eyes beheld ; by 
l x dead ſett; D—me; but the poor 
little creatures — and ftittered at a ſtrange 
ls rate— 
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rate— two brave wenches ”faith—lips like vel- 
vet—breaths like violet—ſhapes like Venus 
by G—, we kiſs d the poor creatures till they 
cry'd again.— Ve dogs, you never had ſuch di- 
verſion in your lives— indeed one of them 
preached confoundedly— put us in mind we 
were gentlemen—and, I ſuppoſe, by that, 
wanted us to take them for ladies. Well, af- 
ter we had kept them in durance for half an 
hour, nothing would do but we muſt ſee them 
home, and home we went, and becauſe I was 
. ſomewhat too free, as they call d it, and rude, 
and fo forth, comes a big faced fellow, and in- 

ſiſted upon our quitting the houſe, or elſe he'd 
fire upon us; upon which I whipp'd him con- 
- foundedly, and Ranger knock'd him down, 
and by had a great ĩnclination to finiſh him 
for his impudence the Bona Robas fainted 
fell upon their knees, and, upon their entreaty, 
we ſpar'd his life ; nay were ſo civil as to retire, 
without further miſchief, to pacify them. We'll 
all go together, if you will, to day? I'll intro- 
. duce you; by the lord you never ſaw a finer 
girl in your life then one of them is, and whence 
they came I can't divine; but I'm reſolved to 
have my fill of them before it is long, D—me 

if I don't, and Ranger is of the ſame mind. 
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Dar concern at the Marquiſi's narration— 


refolve to ride towards the ſcene of bir villain 
; —@rrive there—receive a ſhocking” account'of = 
Bit rudeneſs and britalitz—Lord George ex- 
preſſes his indignation at it. lament our 
:loſs-and leave a letter behind ns. | 


Wen are too faint to expreſs the grief 
| and concern that agitated our breaſts, 


- whilſt the marquifs was thus venting himſelf in 
fuch ſhocki 
3 

lucky, that, having himſelf pretty 
" much with drinking, he went away/almoſt-as 


terms, and relating his vile beha - 
t of his companion; and it was 


ſoon as he had finiſn'd his harangue; other- 


4 


wiſe lord George was preparing to give him an 


- anfwer, that —— . — very bad blood 


between them. 
. "accident or other, the two ladies e had parted 


e fear d much, that, by ſome 
with, had become the prey of theſe gentlemen's 


- Jawlefs affronts, which moſt poignantly touch'd 
us, and the very idea of it almoſt unmanned 


ſo, as they were not far from the houſe, when 
we took leave of them, and the ſound of the 
horſes and the marquiſs's voice ſeem'd to pro- 
ceed from a conſiderable diſtance : — However, 
we could not be at eaſe till we were thoroughly 
ſatisfyed, and therefore came to an immediate 
reſolution of riding over to farmer Trudge's, to 


know the truth of the matter and we had no 


ſooner 


* 


Pe 
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ſooner thus reſolved, then we ordered our horſes 
to be got ready privately, and mounting them, 
at the back of: the wood, for fear: of abſervati- 
on, galloped away, as fleetly as their heels 
could move, to the deſtined ground, all the way 
rack d with the utmoſtimpatience, and yet fearful 
to hear what we went to know. As to lord 
George, he perfectly raved: againſt his brother, 
and even called bim baſe, coward; and villain, 
and, for my part, tho? I did not venture to ex- 
preſs myſelf ſo freely, yet I joined with him in 
exclaiming againſt ſuch abominable actions, 
vhilſt my mind was torn. with all thoſe paſſions 
that ariſe from the moſt: refined. and delicate 
regard for the great worth, and rage at the ap- 
prehended ill uſage, of the beauteous unknown 
and her mother. Our ſpeed ſoon brought us 
within view of the grove, wherein we had paſ- 
ſed ſuch bliſsful moments; and now a ſudden 
tremor ſeia d us, and we were fearful. of ap- 
proaching the houſe, leſt we ſhould hear the 
confirmation of our misfortune, and even ima- 
gin'd that every thing about it wore the moſt 
gloomy and melancholy aſpect. At length 
we ventured to alight, and, leaving our horſes 
upon the rails, knock d at the door, which, 
after having been viewed from a window upſtairs, 
was unlocked and unbolted by the farmer hun- * 
ſelfz by whoſe precaution we too truely began 
to ſuſpe& that this had been the ſcene of the 
marquiſs's yeſterday's riots. When the door 
was opened, lord George aſked him. how the 
two ladies that liv'd with him did, whom we 
had had the honour to ſee yeſterday in the ad- 
N 3 joiving 
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joining grove ; upon which the farmer, in : 
e us they had leſt his houſe, —— 
the night before they had been aſſaulted by two 
gentlemen, one of whom he knew to be the 
marquiſs of, and the other ſquire Ranger; 
that they had behaved with great rudeneſs to the 
ladies, who were very worthy ladies, and had 
been his lodgers for ſome years, tho' he never 
knew, by the bye, from whence they came — 
they had paĩd him honourably, and that was e- 
nough for him they had almoſt killed him too; 
but what recompence could he get, if he made his 
complaint to the duke, the marquiſs would no 
more value ing him than he would a dog, 
and as to law he ſhould have no ſhare with ſuch 
great folks therefore he muſt even put up with 
his loſs. Seeing us very attentive and concern'd, 
he, at length, invited us in, and we were fo curi - 
ous as to enquire where theſe roiſterers firſt at- - 
tacked the ladies; to which he made anſwer, - 
that they had juſt returned from an evening 
walk, where they had met with two gentlemen, _ 
whoſe praiſes they were very full of when they 
came back; but, the evening continuing very fine, 
they went into the grove a ſecond time, where 
they were attacked by the marquiſsand his com- 1 
panion, who returned that way from hunting, | 
which they had once paſſed before. We had 
ſome little conſolation however in hearing, that 
they did not proceed to very indecent liberties ; 
but-only tumbled and hauled the ladies about in 
their ruſtic manner, and that, tho' heartily 
frightned, the farmer was the only perſon hurt 
of the family. He concluded with * us 
p at 
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that he hop'd they were not quite gone from 
his houſe, but might return again when 
they were allared of protection, which they 
had gone to court from ſuch licentious a- 
buſe. Protection, reply'd lord George, they 
cannot fail of it where ever they go, the 
duke himſelf I am fure will, upon application 
to him, diſcountenance ſuch practiſes, and ſe- 
cure them from inſult for the future, and weill 


undertake, farmer, that you ſhall receive a 


* 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing the ladies, to let 
them know how, much grieyed we are for t 
qiſturbance t cy have undergone, an to 19 


„ ee 


ed their hands, we might know, where to pay. 
8 We ſigned it with both 


. 


ſent to Mr Trudge, returned with heavy hearts 
. | 138 nee oY RW 
to Ware Hall. iche 192 ” | ii 
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on bow-we ſhall 8 te the . | 
range accpant unexpectedly gruven me, and from 
whom —T debate AC —determine-to di 
obo it te Lerd George— bis grief and ſur- 
2 7 at the relati andes me from a re- 

folution— propoſes and obtains kave to make a 
"tour to Edinburgh Ar Poundage goes </ry | 
. us to Kelſo, and introduces us to a young * 


Ha perſon and charactix. 


N our retutn to Ware kalt we —w_ 
little converſation, for our minds were” 
agitated with refleQing upon the affront che 
rhafquiſs and his companion had offered, to 
ladies of ſo much ſeeming merit and D ene] 
that we were deprived of the faculty of ſpeech 
the perturbations of our breaſts. As, for my 
n part, I found, by the anxious chagrin it gave 
me, that the young Read uty had gain'd an intereſt” 
in my heart, hat et 7 could not account for; 

But from the pain 1 felt: And to this was added, 

a peculiar kind of uneaſineſs, ariſing from the 
concern I beheld imprefſed upon my friend, Aged 
I thought, jig wh too Lendl already, of 
this loſs, and ſpoke of the bang Ky, e ay, 

with too animated a tendernelt whe diicern, 
In this moment, perhaps, notwithftariding my 
extreme regard for lord 12 and the nume- 
rous obligations he had conferred upon me, I 

ſelt a coldneſs, nay a ſort of riſing antipathy 


m hich however if ed away. In 
tg him wy! . 
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fine 1 did not know what to make of myſelf, I 
was uneaſy, pee viſh, and diſcontented; and found 


{poſition ſo much changed, that I uſed all 
orts I was maſter of, to reſtore me to my 


my di 
the 


former ſelf, and to rekindle that warmth of 
friendſhip, which, what I have ſince known to 
be jealouſy, ' had almoſt banifhed from my 
ſoul. Again, the diſappearing of theſe ladies, 


% 


andthe improbability of ever ſeeing them again ; 
my ſituation, as a kind of dependent upon the 
noble family I was with, and the uncertainty 
F was in of my parents circumſtances, directly 
dictated to me, that I had no right or pretence 
to indulge any favorite paſſion ; but, by applica- 
tion and addreſs to endeavour at a proper ſettle- 
ment in the world, and to furniſh myſelf with 
the branches of knowledge, I was ſtil} deficient 
in. Thus, by the time we alighted, I had brought 
myſelf to a fort of artificial compoſure ; but 
yet greatly rejoiced that theſe ladies had ef- 
the marquiſs's attempts, whom I now be- 
fincerely to deteſt, notwithſtanding his re- 
ion to my friend and his being the ſon of my 
patrons. That exccellent youth, as ſoon as we 
had entered our apartment, broke out thus. 
Good God, my Ramble, would any one ex- 
to find fo baſe, ſo mean a diſpoſition in my 
vor in that Ranger; who has not wanted 
the education of a gentleman, or the example 
of worthy parents, to inſpire better thoughts 
and actions. I am aſtoniſhed beyond meaſure, 
and am ſully reſolved, ſome way or other, to 
make the duke and dutcheſs acquainted with 
7 Veen their 
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their notorious exceſſes, which are not only 
diſgraceſul to themſelves, but a reproach and 
blemiſh to all their relations. I had here a fair 
opening, and half an inclination. to impart the 
adventure of theſe two rakes at my father's, and 
the ſubmiſſion he had compelled them to make; 
but my father's injunction, and my regard to 
the peace of my ſriend ſtill reſtrained me; yet, 
for the firſt time that I had taken that liberty, 
I ſpoke very freely of their brutality, condemn- 
ed their manners and behaviour, and cloſed 
with him in his conviction of the neceſſity of 
imparting theſe diſagreeable events to his father. 
All this, however, without ſpeaking any thing. 


diſreſpectful of the marquiſs's perſon, only: 


aſcribing his vices and miſconduct to the ill ad- 
vice and example of his companions, and the 
levity of youth; whereas I began really to think 


FF they were the proceſs of a very bad and depraved 


heart, anda long acquir'd corruption of manners. 
In fine, however, we joined in this opinion, that 
it was by no means proper for either of us to 
de the harbingers of the affair to the duke 
or dutcheſs, nor that Poundage or Gentle ſhould 
break it to them, aud we came to this reſoluti- 
on, to impart the whole affair to old Gibbons; 
to whom the marquiſs had done many ill offices, 
and who was permitted to be very free with the 
dutcheſa, to whom he was a . 
having been formerly an induſtrious farmer; 
but reduced by misfortunes. We thought the old 
man would jump at ſuch an occaſion of exer - 
ciſing his reſentment, and that the marquiſs 
* nor have any greater enmity, than he had 
| | already 
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already againſt him — 71 — on-it:, for this 
purpole.it: was; that, we zould ride over © 
the next day to Tru F prompt him to 1,5 . 
. quaint. che old man the a air, Witliout mak — 
ing any mention 5, and, promiſe 355 to = 
back his complaints RE all our power, provi-. 

ded he kept our prior knowledge of it a ſecret. 

Meantime, we determined, to. FAN, it as ufüa! 
to the young no „ and, not to ſeein 48. 
quainted with his late tranſactic 0, Ray further” 
than we had been informed by his own befete- 
mentioned narration. As it 7 7 85 we Hack 
not the mortifica on of a y ut from, or the 
ſight W t e ſuceceding gay, and the 
duke and dutcheſs being - gone d hon a vilit to 

g re, left. without. interruption, t 0 
out project, in the proſecution, 
" "which, we. rell to call in no more 


ducchelz unfortunately returned, the next ay. 
before we ſet out for "rudge' s, Which areal 125 
ed us to dela = our going over to him, unti next 
morning, when we. ſet out, by break of day's 
and arrived there time enough, we imagined, to. 
catch him at home. A ſervant that was alone 
in the houſe told us, be Was gone to ſome dif- 
tance, and would. not return till evenin 
to our great diſappointment, and that they had 
not heard, a word of the Jadies fine they fl ed 
from. their ' houſe. We left a meſſage 1 in Writ- 
ing to Trudge, with a direction that Mr'Gib- 
bons, her grace's park-keeper, wanted him t 
come over the firſt opportunity, about an 150 
* the utmoſt e 1. wich this ek 


* 


| 1 
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we gave the (vine a preferit" to ſecure his dil"/> 


gence in the acquittal of” his cophmifſion:” At 

our return, before we Went to the diike's, we 

- diſmounted from our horſes at ſome — 

and, faſtening them in an obſcure coppice, 

paired: te old Gibbativ's lodge, Wo we rd 
ere, and who ſeemed quite Feriſed at 

ſuch unexpected vifitants. SciFi us with 


airing of awkward complements, that almoſt ' 


wearied out our patience”; and, whilſt this par- 
continued, à thought came into my head, 
* our horſes ſhould A be perceived, and we 
Dl the m eic d eriofiry,” Which was 
hay 5 It and dverbearing, we: 
＋ meet wick au mer that we 
| ot meg 156 — to ſu aticnte, x 
his knding us at the ol 1 0 iv 
this u ht method of letting — — 
mother know. his upon Thich I whif- 
pered my friexid, and He: with me that it 
erat adviteable for him to go back to the horſes, 
them #6ukd to the groom; and that 
br unravel wg whote matter and deſiꝑn to 
and them reo him at Ware- Hall. 
took hig ſeave, whillt f, under 
72955 ap; admiring the old man's þ ſpor, 
improvements about his cottage, 
rele Behind, and, when we had got 

to a convenient ifftnce. ne te out of all 
er ſhot, J opened the Hirt in the moſt 
xepared way 1 could, 10 fignify's lord 
$ defires, together with my own, that 
he would undertake to break it to her 


from farmer Trudge, who would be | 


ace as 
w_ 


, At 
* 


—— — 
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the next day according to our directions; at the 
ſame time, letting him know how: much we de- 
pended upon his prudence and ſecrecy in the bu- 
ſmeſs. The old many during the time I was 
ſpeaking to him, ey d me very attentively from 
head to foot: He had not ſeen» me above twice 
before; ſo that I was perſonally, almoſt a 

to him, tho' he had heard enough of 
my connection with the family to which he was 
2 retainer. At the cloſe of my diſcourſe, he 
broke out, without the leaſt ceremony, into 
curſes and execrations againſt the marquiſs, and, 
proteſted, point blank, that it was not half ſo 
grent a ſin to kill himas ĩt as to ſhoot a Robin, and 
if it hud not been for his duty to the duke and 
the dutcheſs, and his great obligations to the ſa- 
mily, he ſhou3d, he ſaid, have long ago experienced 
what it was to miſuſe old Gibbons, ho all the 
world knew deſired nothing 


and ; you muſt 
gra omen Hom this affair, the marquiſs. 
I know will ſtick at no meaſures to do me a miſ- 
chief, if I mould ſo 7 appear his adver- 
fary, and he and Ranger are devils incarnate, if 
they are provok d. Oh! Sir; did you but 
know to what lengths they have carry' d their 
revenge —-you would tremble—you and yours 
have felt it ſeverely, Pm ſure. Theſe laſt ex- 
preſſions ſeem' d to have eſcaped him inadver- 
rently,” and the moment they iſſued from his 
Ups, he was ſeized with ſuch a viſible diſorder 
and confuſion; that I was quite aſtoniſhed at the 
| meaning of it./ I and mine heve felt it—l cry'd 
— what ean be aiganeaning. of 2 


? 
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AI never received an injuryi from the marquiſs- 
in my life; and let me tell you Mr Gibbons, 
that you have been too bold in your manner of 
enpreſſion, in regard to his lordſhip, before me 
e is young; and has great follies; but we 
came here to intereſt you in his preſervation 
from them fut the future not to engage you in 
invectives, and, in maxims of revenge, you: : 
 oughtto'know, old gentleman, that he is the 
marquiſs oz the ſon of your noble patro- 
neſs and mine, the eldeſt : repreſentative of the 
family, and brother to a young nobleman ad- 
mired and beloved b every one acquainted; 
with his virtues. [Theſe words, utter'd in 3; 
ſtern tone of voice þ for the manner af this 
wretch's-expreſling bhimſelf, and the little deco- 
rum he obſerved, had really very much irrita- 
ed me, quite completed his diſarder, and I 
thought he would haye fallen upon the place; 
which, when I percieved, I corrected myſelf, 
ind taking compaſſion upon his ignorance, from 
which ſourte the oddity of bis diſcourſe I 
thought had proceeded, I ſoftned- my phraſe, 
ind told him he need be under no apprehenſion. 
ef my doing him the leaſt diſſervice with the 
| amily ; but, as I ſaw his reſentments were too 
warm againſt the marquis, I would decline his 
afliftance, ſeeing we did not want to carry mat- 
ers to any extremĩty againſt him; but to mi- 
aiſter to his recovery to better practices — 


when he cry'd, Sir Sir pray excuſe 
; b e a few words—when. you have heard only 
2 his village Il. be 4 155 


— 


yehaviour. In ſo ſaying, I prepared to be 
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ſide of the queſtion, and think, I'm ſure, that 
the expreſſions I have made uſe of, are not 
worſe than he deſerves, nor half ſo bad. The 
preſſing manner in which this was utter'd, ar- 
reſted my attention, and I ſtop'd, in a lining 
poſture, for the remainder of what he was go- 
ing to ſay ; but, how ſhock'd and aſtoniſh'd I 
was, what amazement and horror. feiz'd me, 
when, after the old man had related a thou- 
ſand mean and abominably bad actions of the 
marquiſs's. to himſelf and others, he told me 
that he was almoſt certain, that by his procure- 
ment my father's houſe had been burnt to the 

ground; not that he was witneſs to the fact, but, 
tarhen ht before the country was alarmi'd with 
fire, h ing accidentally at the back of a 
— houſe of Squire Ranger's, heard him 
and the Marquiſs propoſe to one Paterſon, 


| Ranger's gamekeeper, to ſet fixe to feme.houſe, 


which, by what he recollects, was ſituated juſt 
as ours was, and for which they offer'd him a 
reward of five guineas. This, Sir, he added, 

I have conceal'd to this time; but you had 
beſt recollect if there is any likelihood of their 
being perpetrators of ſuch a miſchief; for the 
only thing that has made me doubtful of it is, 
that 1 overheard them fay ſomewhat of re- 


venging an affront they had received, and the 


marquiſs damn'd ſomebody, and faid every bow 
he had receiv'd from him fhould be à d 

to his heart, or words to that effect. . 
as I never heard he had ever any diſpute with 
your father, this circumſtance is the only one 
TR OY miſtaken. + _ 
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L Had beard all this, my reader may depend 
upon it, 1 ſtood fixt and immoveable for ſome 


time, and could hardly be convinc'd I was a- 
Wake; or that what I had heard was real; but 


rather the ravings of a diforder'd fancy: how- 
ever, I ſoon betame fo much a maſter of my 
looks and words, as to faintly diſcountenance 
His belief of what he had been witneſs to, and 
plainly faid, that from the latter circumſtance 
it muſt certainly be a miſtake'; and, charging 
him never to mention his fuſpicions, or the 
cauſe of them, to any one elſe, I very kindly 
took my leave of him; but carried with me, 
perhaps, the firſt real pain I had ever in my 
fe felt, or that had ever funk ſo deeply into 
my heart. I now recollected every paſſage of 
the marquiſs's behaviour, and every thing ap- 
pear'd to have its meaning ; I recoll the 
wiſe advice my father had given me, and the 
ſagacity and Der he difcover'd, when 
he doubted, the marquiſs's temper, whe- 
- ther he could ever forgive the blows he ſo juſt- 
ly received, or the mortifications he endur'd, 
conſequent to his attack upon my mo- 
ther's honour, and the peace of our family. 
I was, at my prefent age, too apt to draw haſty 
concluſions, and to come to precipitate reſolu- 
tions: I immediately determined, it would be 
impoſſible for me to live in a family, the eldeſt 
Hope of which was my enemy, and an enemy 
Chat was neither ſway'd by honour or humani- 
„ and would ſtop at no means to gratify ma- 
2 or reſentment. I therefore, at once, re- 


I 


„d to abandon all my preſent 9 | 
| row 


co 
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proſpeAts; to diſcloſe: my thoughts theteon; to 
my friend, and made not the leaſt doubtioſt his 
acquieſcence' with what L had fix d upon. E. 
contemplated the ma 3 n with an 
affright, equal to that a wretch would expreſa: 
amomgſt lions: and tygers in an African avnſte, 

devoid of pity, and: ſtrangers tu com 
My mind was ſo relax'd flom its uſual firm- 
neſs, by ſuch a train of idras that P regrettedl 
my ſeparation from my- father's indulgent cares, 
and the tenderneſs of my mother; enclaim d, 
that a low ſtation of life, with content and ſaſe- 
ty, was ſar more eligible than riches and ſplen- 
rj inibitter'd by continued: diſquiets ; and- e-1 
ven long d to return tothe unembarbaſs d inno- 
cence of my former happh ſt ation. 1 
In this dreadful mood, II return'd to myi 
friend, and even enter d the apartment, where 
He waited with eager expectation for my arrival, 
before I way aware * about 1was'z nor didi 
diſordered eountenande and the muſing mes? 


ddubt; chat ſotewhat extra 
Happened to diſturb me. I can't, indeed; welll 
deſcribe the effect this affair had upon me. From. 
my earlieſt years, to this time, I had been witneſs 
to nothing but well regulated deſires, to love, to 
friendſhip, and to harmony; and this diſplay of 
the marquiſs's temper bad infected me with 
ſuch a gloom, that the firſt expreſſion I betray- 
ed of it to my friend, Was à torrent of tears, 
ompanied with ſobs, that, in ſpite of alb 
my reſiſtance burſt forth to his entite aſtoniſh- 
ment. Innocence and virtue unacquainited 
with the uſual corrupt manners and maxims of 


Veo my poſtufe; '>leave» him lang, inz 
had! 


- 
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mankind--Look with an horror inexpr reſhible— - 
are harrowed up with apprehenſion, upon the 
firſt diſcover 5 of dane and fatalpro- 
Penſities, and, this was my caſe] For God ſake, 
my dear Namble, he cry'd, throwing his arms 
about me, here hat have you been doing? 
Ave you heard: any thing that diſturbs your 
ore no accident bas 
Pray be calm to caſe my frars—or 
make me a partaker, like a Fathful friend—of 
your: anguiſh I left you, not many hours 
ago, at Gibbons's,' what can have happened to 
give you this diſturbance ? ? The amiable good, 
neis of this addreſs, iu ſome, meaſure recovered 
me- tryed to return his careſſes, and ſuch is, 
' the effect of true and genuine m n, 
preſence diſſipated a great part of my grief 
Twas in vain to your to hide theſe things 
; from him— I betrayed myſelf, and it was 
but juſt, tho) I knew the pain ĩt would give him, 
to make him partaker of my ſecret, I then 
told him all the conyerſation with Gibbons, and 
the diſcovery it had produced : which natural- 
ly drew from me an account of the marquiſs's 
and Ranger's adventure at my father's, which 
we had fo carefully. concealed, to this time, 
from all the world, in teſpect to that graceleſs 
youth. His grief and ſurpriſe, at what I im 
parted, was tod great to permit the power of, 
utterance, and I had liberty to conclude in this 
manner. Alas I my lord, this bas produced in 
me, a reſolution to aſk your permiſſion, to re- 
turn again to my father's. What can I expect 
ee brother but W * "Ps 1 5 


1 © ry £137 Hin 


happened at home? 


* 


* 


* 


bad mind, auctated alſo by malice, can pro- 
duce, or, continually, I muſt ſee you involved 
in diſſention with ſo near a relation on my ac- 
count; a thought, that my love for you, and 
my veneration for my lord duke, and my lady 
dutchefs, - renders intolerable. He can put on 


all the appearance of friendſhip, the more rea- 


dily to deſtroy, and his kind and open beha- 
viour to me, of late, is a proof of it. Suffer 
me then, my dear lord, to depart from you! 
Ao you help me to a pretence for ſo doing, 
without diſcovering to any one the real mo- 


tive! There, I may have the happineſs to ſee | 


ou, and to enjoy your goodneſs and friend- 
hip, with unſpeakable delight, without being the 
butt of a moſt inveterate reſentment, or ex- 
poſing you, or your noble parents, to perpetual 
diſquietude; that my friend was equally affect- 
ed with myſelf, his tears and pallid cheeks 


plainly enough declar'd ; but, at my laſt words, 


riſing and embracing me, with an adion' of 
the moſt tender emotion, he beſought me never 
to think of being ſeparated from him; defir'd ; 
me to perſuade myſelf that the marquis was 
really a convert to my father's virtues, and 
would never do me any diſſervice. He own'd . 
I had reafon enough to dread him, but pro- 
miſed that, together with me, he would uſe 
all the arts in his power to be as little as poſ- 

ſible in his company, and would contrive to 
obtain leave for us to ſpend ſome time at Edin- 
burgh, for that purpoſe. He then ran out in- 


to encomiums of my father's goodneſs and ge- 


neroſity, in concealing his brother's nes | 
an 
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and ſaid: he would take care to, make him a- 


mends, by hig behaviour to him and me, for 
the hurt he had received in his fortune, by ſo 
vile an incendiary. In ſhort, this dear youth 
brought me to a calm, by his kindneſs and af- 
feRtionate:addreſs, and my reſolution to leave 
him ſoon vanifh'd: into air, at which he ex- 
preſt d hisacknowledgments: in a manner too 
obliging to-be: born without the moſt intimate 
ſatisfacton. He prais'd and mognified my 
: „ in diſcountenancing Gibbons's ſuſ- 
picions; for, added: this dear friend, if we ca 
bat reeover him, how great a treaſure! but ex- 
poſing him can only iritate and 2 him, 
and drive him ſtill to more ſhocking 7 licen- 
tious extravagancies. We now laid alide, for 
the preſent, the affair of the ladies, and, as 

we found Trudge did not come according to 
the direction we had left for him, we imagin'd 


that his fears of the marquis had hinder'd his 


coming towards. Warehall, and, the next time 
we encounter'd that young nobleman, he 
ow d ſo much good nature to me, and reſpect 

to lord George, that we congtatulated ourſelves 
uport the idea of a thorough alteration being 
made in him for the better, and I began to 
enjoy myſelf with the ſame ſecurity and calmneſs 
as did before the knowledge of his baſeneſs. 
My friend and myſelf, oftener than before, 
went over to my father's, and ſpent whole days 
in that agreeable ſociety ; the dear folks thought 
Ita day of Jubilee whenever we came, and the 
merit of lord George had ſuch an effect upon 
ay” * cine ſhe _ declar'd, ung 


1 2 As the week was pretty far 
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begaw to love him with! linkeJefs: fominelv'than 


| hecomm: ſon. "The: duke and dutcheſs ſtrove 


every way 'to- ſhew how much they approv'd 
our union, and we receiv d ſo many tokens of 

it, that our apartments were ſurrounded, like a 
cabinet of curioſities, with the favours- daily 


| beſtowed upon us. In one of the evenings, 


we had the / honour to ſpend with them, ſoon 


after! this late adventure, my friend; in the moſt 


winning manner, beſought them to 3 
that we ſhould take a tour to Edinburgh, t 
which they immediate aſſented, and the duke 

turning to the marquiſs, who was-preſent, / ſaid 

jocoſely, my lord here's good company 1 

pray give them the honour of your ſociety too 

— my apartments at the abbey ſhall be at your 

ſervice. Excuſe me gentlemen, he replyed ve- 

ry politely, your company's a great temptation; 
but, Pl affure you my lord duke, I am reſolv'd 

3 till I go to Oxford, or you permit 

—— viſit to London, Favs beerr tit'd 

etch capital over and over, with its 

— Cloſes and its filthy Winds. The duke 


mild, and told him he ſhould go at a proper 
time, and, turning to us, ſaid, hy A 


oe you may go alone, and if you thould ſtay 
too long for the caſh you may carry with you, 


Fu give you a imall letter of credit on Mr Far- 
quhar, my factor at Edinburgh. We bow'd 
and returned thanks, and left the room, heartily 


pleaſed with the licence we had obtained, and 


as well ſatisfyed that we had not the marquis 


company, which we neither of us yet ve 


vanc'd 


T_T ö SW - - 
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| vanc'd, we/agreed to ſpend the remainder of it, 


in getting our little equipage and baggage ready, 
[ for: we propoſed to * a fortnight, and in 


© taking leave of our friends. We had no ſooner | | 


left the duke, than we ran into oldMrPoundage's 
office, and, hugging him, told him what a licence 
we had obtained God ſo— my dears—ſay you 
. ſo—then the old man will go with you part of 
- the way—l want to call at Kelſo, to ſee my 
u ſhall ſee her too Mr Ramble—poor 


N 
8 girl, the Wants ſadly to ſee me, I know—ſhall 


© 9 Yes, dear Poundage, he replyed, 


be an en old man's com · 
pany as you call him. ou, thank 
85 creature replyed, I ſhall be delighted 4 

- —indeed I ſhall—aand a little of that ſame Me- 
_ dicina Gymnaſtica will do me good ll take 
care to be ready. We took 2 formal leave of 

my father and mother, of the duke and dutch- 
_ efs, the marquiſs, qquire Ranger, and Mrs Gen- 

- "tle, and the time of our departure being arrived, 

- we ſet forwards, being attended by Sinclair, my 
lord duke's gentleman, and three ſervants in 

Avery, together with Mr Poundage and his at- 

tendant, ſo that we made a very: jolly company. 
+ This tour gave us great r as, to my 
port, I had never ſeen any v Own, 

- OR been only once at and began 

to pant after a further knowledge of the world. 
ys 20 ye had been twice — Edinburgh; 


hg - but propoſed. a great deal of - pleaſure in this 


tour, and Sinclair, a worthy ſenſible man, 
was ſent with us as our guide, to ſhew us all 
en ans, 3 in hat part of mace 
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As we ſtopped, at every conſiderable ſeat in our 
Way, and lay at Langton that night, it was 
non the next day, before we reached Kelſo, 
where we repaired to the beſt houſe of enter-" 

tainment in the town. | Mr:Poundage: was re- 
: ſolved we ſhould dine at the gentleman's where 
| his neice boarded, and was ſo urgent, in his 
- comical way, that we could not refuſe him; 
dut before we could get ourſelves ready; a meſ- 
: ſage came from the duke of Roxburgh, who 
happened to be in tan, to deſie lord George 
Jo bis to da him the pleaſure 55 
mis eitheir | own-whilkt they ſtaid © 
ſhot - This obliged: us to wait upon his 
grace, who received us in the genteel and diſ- 
tinguiſhing manner peculiar to that nobleman. 
Alter dinner, we begged bis :;grace's ;excuſe, 
and attended Mr Poundage in his propoſed viſit, 
and wers introduced to à very handſome hbuſe in 
. the market place; being entered we were uſher- 
ed into a back parlour, here an antient lady and 
A 2 gone roſe to receive us, the latter of 
1 from the familiarity of the old gentle- 
man's \addiefs-: we found was his neice;; for 
lord George had never ſeen her any more than 
I had. God ſo-ſays he- my dear Hetty— 
Fm come at laſt— my lord George! Mr 
« Ramblel--my girl, God ſo, do me the honour 
to ſee you, At this we advanced, and ſaluted 
ber and firſt; com paſſed entered into 
à familiar converſation, in which Miſs diſcover- 
ed a great deal of ſmartneſs. This was inter- 
rupted by the old lady's re- entering, for ſhe 
OY withdrawn when we firſt appeared, n of 
| civility 


q 


1 ue our journey: which; beſo 


— x — . ůÜmtl ?˙õꝝ?ĩã“ 
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\ eivility, with-a bottle of wine, having each diſ- 
| patch d' glaſs of, which, the converſation was 


and we ſpent the evening 
* | - Miſs ſeem d 


13 = honout' of aur vifit. The 
turned to the duke's with us, 

_ _- gight full of his. neice's perſections, which, in 
beomplement to bim. we praiſed as much as he 

2gid3 and, after exafting'a promiſe from us to 

call on her at oun return, we the next day took 

Hur leave of him, und zeſt him at Kelſo to pur- 

re I reſume, it may 
. --notbeamils to give a ſhort ſketch uf this young 
ey, whom perhaps, my reader may hear of 


- 
. LY 34099 Þ7:; 0D 


a2 e Eſther Poundage, was in the bloom- 
A ing ſeaſon of youth and beauty, at this period, 

not having yet reached che 28e of 16. Her 
complewion was fair, and the white and red 
moſt agreeably mingled in her cheeks; her hair 
Inelinet to-afaridy colour, which, however, had 
no diſagreeable effect upon the ſight ; ker 
—ftature was middling z her ſhape was eaſy 
and free, yet ſhe ſeemed. to encline too 
much to corpulency, and had ſomewhat too 
matren-like in her motion, for her. years. dhe 
had a moſt bewitchin caſt with her eyes, but 
Sie: e e as it were, with art, 
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